ORDINATION CHAROR. 265

Luke xxii. 82, we have the cxample of Christ!try. Such, however, is not the case, This topic
praying for Peter. Tn various parts of Johu's goe Jis not usaally introduced on occasions like the
pely we have instances of Christ praying for his[present; but the very low state of religion in this
disciples ¢ let his example bie imitated by you. ln'cuumry and the mixed character, in almost cvery
i. Samuel, vii. 5, we find Samuel praying for alllcongregation, of its inhabitants, have suggested
Israel ¢ let this example also be followed by you.|it now, [However sinall a minister's congregn-
In Jeremish ¥xix. and xlii, taken together, may [ tion may bey itis very probable that in it are per-
be found an example of o command to pray for sons from different parts of the world; and thus
others, of a gracious answer to prayver for others, it becomes dificult for lum, at least fora time, to
andalso of some—indeed, many—of the beuefits acquire an adequate knowledge of their sentiments
to be expected from prayer for uthers.  Of the im  and characters.  owever conscientious and de-
portance and efficacy of intercessory prayerwe have  sirous to be fathfuly he may, and very likely will
examples from the earliest periods of the history ( by impused upon and induced to admimster the or-
of the human race. A remarkable one is record-, dmances to which we refer, to some who are un-
edin the xx. chepter of Genesis. But it is nnne- worthy to receive them.  This ditficulty may ex-
cessary, we hopey to multiply proofs of the neces- ist under the most favourable circumstances, but
sity, importance and efficacy of intercessory prayer. , it the present state of religion in this country, a
The minister who cither neglects this duty, or but minister is peculiarly exposed to it ; and in order
formally engages in it, cannot prosper in tie di.jto save himself from being a partakerin guilt with
vine life himself; nor has he rcason to hope that, those who may unwarrautably ask and recewe the
his Jabours will be blessed for the goud of others. | sacraments, hie will not unfrequently be under the
But he who with regulanity, siucerity and faith, per- | pumtul necessity of withholding them from s h
forms this duty, will bring downheasvenly blessings | 2 apply for them, but give no evidence of beng
upon himself, and also upon the souls of which he entitled to them. How few, for instance, have
has the care. that degree of scripturalknowledge, and possess
3. Another important part of 2 minister's duty that degree of christian character, which can watr-
is pastoral visitation, 1Lis Jubours are not to be 74! & minister to admit them to the Lord's supper !
confined tothe pulpit and the sabbath,  As far as Andin acase where neither father nor mother is a
time for due and caretul preparation for the public mewmber of the church, noratall fit for being re-
preaching of the gospel will permit, when n sea ceived as such, the children are not entitled to bap-
sonable opportumty oflurs, and when the case of tism. To baptize their children, would be to en-
any of his flock peculiarly calls for it, he will profit | conrage such parents tolive onin their carcless-
both himself and his people by going from house|ness and irreligion, and to be the oceasion of add-
to house, and instructing them, reading the scrip- ing to all their other sing, the great guilt of receiv-
tures to them, and praying with them privately. ing, or rather profaning a holy ordinance never
On such occasions he will be best able to find out | intended for them in their present condition.  Ifow
the particular wants of his licarers, and so be able | eCessaTY, therefure, is it in a minister to he strict
to accornmodate his instructions to their under- ' and conscientious in thi« matter ; for to be so is
standings, aud to bring them home to their hearts the best, because the scripture way of promoting
and conscicnces with greater closeness of applica-j the &7ext object of the pastoral ofiice.
tion than he could do in public. ~ And farther, by| 9. Theonly other topic on which I would ad-
thus visiting and conversing with his people he|dress you, is the preaching of the word—the gos-
will come to know better how to address them i pel of the grace of God—the glad tidmge of salva-
public. In the discharge of this part of your|tionto guilty, lost aud helpless sinners, through
ministerial duty, the condition of the aged, the|the incamation and bumiliation, the vbedience and
sick and the dying, will have astrong claun upon  Sufleriugs, the death and resurrection, and the
yourattention. Persons in such circumstances | A<cension and intercessiun of the eternal Son of
stand pecularly in need of those consolations and Gud, and the regenerating influence of the Holy
supports which the gospel of peace alone can of- | Spirit. This duty of your office I have designedly
ford ; and it will be your duty to munister to thew reserved fur the last —nut a8 being the Jeast, but
necessities. ag heing the greatest—the most importunt—the
4. The next part of a minister's duty, which 1 prmclpal duty \\'hihch 1 mi‘mater of.' Christ has to
would briefly noticc, is the dispensing of the ords- dx:c:hurgc_. 0'! this part of the subject let me sug-
nances of the gospel—baptistnand the Lord’s sup- | 8¢5 the following things.
per.  Perhaps by some it inay be thuught umie | The word ought to be preached with much
cessary to advert to this part ol the gospel minis. | plednness. Itis to befeared that ministers not
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