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HALIFAX, SATURDAY, MARCII 12, 1853.
COLONIAL CHURCII LEGISLATION.

Wr find in tho Canadian (hurclman of 17th ult. o
full expression of the opinion of the Bishop of ‘Teronto
in reference to the propesed Legislation fer the Coloht
al Church, as ho hias communicated it to 1. M. Goy-
ornment; and when we Jook at the position oteupied
by that Prelate, and his long experience in the Colo-
nial fiold, wo feel that wo are deing an asceptablo ser-
vice, in presenting a largo portion of the Bishoep’s com-
wunication to our readers.

Teappears that bis Lordship received Sir John Yack-
ington's Circular in September, whereunpon be ad-
dregsed a letter to cach of his Rural Deans with copics
of Sir John's letter and of his Speech, ** desiring then
to consult the Clergy, and others of thuir respective
Deanerivs” and report the result to him.  ‘That upon
recciving these repopts tho Bishep consulted with
some able friends, aud particularly with the Chiel
Justice,” and then conveyed to the Duke of Neweastle
under date of $th Feb'y, the result of their combined
deliberations,

‘[he DBishop arranges his obscrvations under the !

heads of » CoxvocaTioN,” * CoxsTiTUTION” and
« P AMENDED Brne®  On the fiest, he proceeds—

« It is now generally admitted that the rapid_growth
of the United Church of Englnd and frcdandn the
Colonizs, aud the great increase of the Clergy, prescut
new and urgent argumonts for gomu ruling power tw
enforee stricter discipline and greater efliciency and
uniformity v action than she has yet enjoyed.

« When the lay members of the Chureh in the vari.
ous dopendencies of the Bratish Eaipnre are beheved to
exceed ono million, and one diwcese (Upper Canada)
approaches onc-fourth of that number, with several
hundred clerzymen sattercd over 1ast regiohs amd
thus far s2parcted one from another, W mtst nevds be
that gre ve diflicultics and offences will arise, aud how
are they to be dealt with,

* The Bishapsare in most cases powerless, having
indecd jurisdiction by thar Royal appomsment and
Divine Commission, i)ut no tribunals to try cares, and
1o acquit or punish as the case may require,

« Henee they feel themselves frequently weak and
unable to cofrect reckless wsubordmation, sullen con-
tuwacy, and even immoral conduct.  Atone time they
are accused of fecbleness and irtesolution—at another,
when acting with some rigour, they arc denounced as
rvrannieal and despotic,

« On all such occasions they are without support or
the refresling counsel of thewr Brethren—nor have they
afy Contitational way opun to them by which they
can devise and waturo such measuregas may be founk
necessary for tho welfare and extension of the Church.

He then observes that this led to the Gladstene Bill,

« The Bill as amended, bas not only been sent out
1o the different Colonies to be submitted to the judg-
wment of the Bishops, Clergy and Laity, but oue Bishop
at least from the different groups of Colontal Dioceses
lias been invited to England to assist in its modificauon,
+0 that 1t may meet the purpoese for which it is intend-
ed,—or rather. (o astist in framing a Cunstitution for
thie Colonial Church, which would cnsure uniformity
w all essentials to her efficieney within the Colony,and
at the same time proserve harmony with the Mouther
Church. -

« Besides the Bishops and such of their clergy as
vaatt Englind on this important object, these who re-
main in their Dioceses are eapected to give their own
viewe, and m as fir as may be these of their Clergy
and Laty, so that the result may be justly considered
th2voive of the Colonial Church at large.

« Now, althouzh we may not reckon very much
upon the pantine benefit 1 be derived from tha muli-
tude of suzgestions which will be brought forward, yet
there would be the adsantage of considcring before-
hand. whatever would lie likley to be urzed in the Co-
lonies tor or seainst the ace before it had pas-e:d. Be-
sidvs, 1h:e moral difvet would be of great value by show-
1077 the membersof the Church in the Coloni- s, that a
measure 50 inportant had not Leef agreed urer with-
out due reference 1o their wishes and entigionts.—and
in the next place st would be much more casy to sup-
port the system afterwards against any qtiempts 10 un-
settle 1t, as being a system «stahlished on mature_con-
siderauon, and with a desire 10 egt the yiews and ope-
nions of the various Colanies.

« Even after all this previous carg and deliberation,
it might be wisc to limit the continuance of 1he measure
on its first enaciment to four or flve ycars, end in the
meantime lo invite an expression of opinton (rem the
difierent Celonies as to the working of its various pro-
viztuns 8 that it may be made as porfect as possible,

Uefare, it becomes a permanent law.
* L J
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-After noticing some considorations which affected

the setflement of the Amerivan Church—he says
« With us there need not be, and is not in fact any
sealonsy of the kind. on the contrary Ibelieve the ge-
ieral foeling of the Laity as well as the Clerpy at pre-
wnt w_uld be found to bie in favour of secking sccurit{
i

material points subject to tho control of the Mother
Church, and not lelt to bo debated or resolved upon
by Culonial Conventians or convocations.

« Lot us suppose thatn Consutution framed 1n En-
gland under the best advico and upon maturo consides
ration, the most demrable course would, I think, be to

we that Church Constitution to the Colonics Uy an
mperial Statute.

* But, whera wo apprehend a difficulty will present
isdf 1t the Bill should go into such details in regard
to Church government and discipline as it oughit ‘lo do.

L J * L] L

“ It Statute could b passed, approved of by tho
heads of the Church and placing the Churcl of En-
gland in the Colanics on firmer ground as to doctrinu
and discapline, a very great object would be }:ninml.
becauss then thy Canvocation or whatover it might b
called, within cueh Dracese, nut having these matters
withiu their reach, (and I think they ouglit not) would
be occupied only in ruch things as would not disturl
} the unity of the Churel, that is, in enforeing the pow-
er piven by the Constitution in regand to discipline
and in regulating cud advancing hertemporal interests.

* L] L J L] *

« Irit should be found that the Government would
dechne attemptiveg 1o precure frem Parliament a smen-
| sure which shonbid go enfliciently into details, the next
: best thing would s veat to bie to proceed at any rato as
has been sugaoated in devising a Conatitution by con-
sultation among Colonial Bishops, and with the Goy-
crmuent and Spiriteal Head of the Churceb of England,
and then providing for a convention of the members of
the Church of England, Ly and Clerical, in due form
in cach colony, and rubmitting the Constitution.to their
adoption. Lhe great object would be to gam the assent
of the Colonial Church to a Constitution settling all
cardmal points and placing them beyond the influence
of disturling torees within the sep irate Dioceser, which
might duatroy the unity of the Chureh and impair its
resemblance to the Church of England in Englaund.

*« \We must all agree with Sir dohn Packington in ob-
Jeeting to the plan of setting cacli Diocese soparately
to work to lay down & sysem for managing t{wir L
clesiastical aflwirs,  Sowe !;ullllx of vital imprortance to
the Church miuht, I fear, he placed cither at onco or
{1 Gme, utder e ntluence of various causes, ol 50
1 neonsistent a foonng 1n the tifferent Dioceses, thatthe
Chmeb ol hngland would no longer seem to be one
Church in the eolunies, and we should have romnu
crotehet established under jeculiae circumstances in
one Jocese which would tend to unsetile the Church
m other quarters, when, without such exawple the
propesition would have received no encouragement.
Moreover, the preponderating element in the popula-
tien of a particular Oolony—the tone of public fecling
on various queations—the accilental dircumstances of
the personal characterof the Bishop who would first
have to set the wachinery in motion—Dhis diseretion,
his firmness, and ability to_resist pressure and various
vther circumstances, would b alimost certain to bring
about diffcront roaults—and possitly, in some Coloties,
reenlts that would be much regretied, and ought to bo
deprecated in all.

« Aud besides, there may be differences in the pre-
sent actual condition of the several Colonial Dioreses
which could hardly fail to occasion a far greater diver-
sity than ought ta prevail in one Church in regard to
watters of comnmon interest.”

CONSTITUTION.

“The Members of the Cliurch of England in the
Colonies, desire in the first place, that the Constitution
| or Act forthe Letter government of the Church in
the Colomes, should acknowledige the Supremacy of
Her Majesty overall persons in all causes Ecelesiastical
as wellas Civil, within her dominions.  We are deeply
senaible of the necessity of’ preserving that Supremicy
unimpaired, and are delermined, in so far as in us licy,
to maintain and defend it.”

“ We desire, in the second place, that provision be
made that the Church aball stull continue, as we have
everbeen, an Integral poriinn of the Unted Chureh of
England and Ireland——enjoying the true Canon of Holy
Senpture as our Rule ot Faith—acknowledging the
three Orders as an authenti: jnterpretation of Holy
{ Sceriptares as they are embodieal in the Liturgy, main.
i tanang the Apostolic Form of Church Guvernment by
1
]
]

Bisbops, P'riests amd Deaentis—aud wo declare our firm

and vnanimous resolution ia dependunce on the Divine

and, 1o mamtain t¥ose benefits, and  transmit them un-

impaired to posterity.”

*Hence we dvrrccatc all attempts to tamper with

I the Dovirine of the Church, or auy of lier Jormularies

We depresate any tendency 1o add to or diminish the
- deposit of Faith committest to the United Church of
| Encland and Ircland as a Branch of the Chureh Cathio-
) he—or to narrow her terms of communion as ltud down
in hier Book of Common Praver and Artwles, for 1he
presesvation of which, we desire to_ express our deep
thankfuiness, and it i3 our earnest wish that Provincial
and Diocesan Convocations in the Colonics, ay be
restramned trom meddling with, much less from alter-
ing such ligh and’ weighty inatters, and that thed be
confined to discipline anil tho temporalities of the
Church, and such rogslations of order and arrange-
wnent a8 may tend to her eficiency and oxtension.”

#The Constitution haviug sccured the acknowledg-
ment pf the Royal Supreinacy—the Unity and sound
teaching of the Colonial Church in all things essentisl,
and her identity as an integral part of the Church of
England might proceed.”

tions of the Calonial Church from entertaining nny pro-
{ Position for upy chauge of the azticles, Doctrines, Lit-

1st. To restrict the Provineial er Divcesan Convoca-

urgy ur ofices in tho United Church of England and
Ircland.

2nd, ‘To provido for the enforcing of proper discipe:
line—and method of proceeding upon complnint againat
any clerpyman,—fur immoral conduct—insubordi-
nationy—habits and pursuits jnconsistent with their
ecred calling, negleet of duty, unsound doctrine, brea-
ches of orders &e, &s.  Tho sentence that may bo.im-
posed and in certain caces the right of appeal.

8d. To provide for tho appeintment and yemoval by
dueautlority, and after, proper proceedings, of Bishops,
Presbyters, and Dencane,

. 4th. "To provide for disiding_ the Dieceses into Par-
ihes with proper regulations in case of futurasubdi-
vigion, with a view to Church purprses only. :
6th. ‘Lo provide for the extension and temporal in-

terests ot the Churel,—by the membera aseetsing,
themselves to raise Fumls for building, repairing Chur-
chies, Parsonnges, School Houses, for the support of the
Clergy and Scliool Masters,and the maintenance off
Public Worahip,

. Gth To provide for the regulations of fecs for mar-
riages, baptisms and burials.

Theso and various other matters affecting the wellare
of the Church would require to be taken up one by
one and proviled for— the design leing to liave cer-
tain things fixed by superior anthiority 10 as to bu sub-
Jjeet to no change by any legislation within the diocese.

lwwould more brietly recapitulate what appoars to
me desirable.

181, that one Constitution Le framed for the govern-
ment of the Church in all tho Colonies. '

and. ‘That the Counstitution should provide.

1. For the establishment in ench Coloninl Diocese,
of an Assembly for managiug so far as may be com.
witted to it, the aftairs of the Church.

2. For giving such assembly the most appropriate
namo.'

3. kor establishing how it shall be composud, ns to
the proportion of Clergy and Laity—what shall form o
quortm—how uestions are to be decided—whatregula-
tions as to times of ression,— prorogation—udjourn-
ment &e.

4. Who shall proside—if the Bishop,shall ho postess
an absolute veto, or, one modified, or, merely the cast«
iug vote,

5. Shall there bo a power in the Archbishop of
Canierbury, or the Crown, to disallow, within a limited
weniod, any law or regulation of the Convoeation.

“ Froma review of there principles and details, two
or thres good men could, I think, in a single weck,
suggest a systern for them all—not such as would sat-
isfy and please every onn. because that is not to be
hoped for, but such ns persons of pood judginent and
good intentions, and with some knowledge of Colonint
feelings and prepossegsions, yould think reasonable and
praciicable.” .

NSNS SN AR "

Wipows AND Orrnaxs’ Fuxp.—1We fear that the
fact of such a fund being opened, as an additional ob-
ject embraced by the D. C. Society, 13 not as generally
known or regarded, as it ought to be. A mere trifle
lias as yet been eontributed.  In Canada, stated collec-
tions are annually made for this purpose, which havo
this yenr already amounted to nearly £300. In New
Brunswick, also, additions are yearly made to a similar
fund.—We commend the subject to the carnest atten-
tion of every member of the Church, apd especially of
those whom God lns blesscd with large means. ‘There
is no way in which they could moro comfortably allay
the anxieties of the poorly paid cJergy, than by thus
holding out the prospect of something to provide for
their dear fanulics after they bave finished their course.
It is entirely out of their own power to makeany such
provision for them ; anl despite their faithin the Provi-
dence of God, there will often arise the anxious thought,
~—twhat will' become of these dear ones wheri I am
gone 27

It is in the power of the rich,—nay of all, to do
much to quiet these anxietics, and remove those cares.
We believe wo eprak the feelings of most of our broth-
ren, who, like ourselves are blessed .with a goodly
number of olive branches around their tables, when we
say,’that to secure a help for our widow and orpbans,
would be a gieater Loon than to'add to our own sala-
ries. In the Weslevan Bedy,a commendable attention
has been given to this point. Awmong them, a family of
a dozen far from creating pecuniary difficulty, adds to
the means of subsistence. There is in fact a premium
upon every little head that shows jtself in the MissioN
Housx, A similar regolation would be hailed with
satisfaction by many of our Clergy. But in default of
that, we would carnestly direct attention to the enjarge-
ment of the particular fund already alluded to,z0 as
to make it a hopeful dependance for the wives and
clildreh of those who are now spending their time,
talents, and strength, in ministering fo the souls of the
membeys of onr Church, If any of our wealthy friends
would feel corstrained to shew his regard for such la-
bots, and for our common Lord, by laying a liberal
fonndation for such a fond, na donbt many woyld follow
the” cxample, and the Clergy, thomselves, tho' now
scarcely knowing how to ‘meet other calle, would till
strain a point to make some ycarly contribution te it,
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