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THE LEPEROS, PEONS, AND I3EG-
GARIS 0F MEX ICO.

Leperos. derived from the Castilian lepra
Q eper), is nlot pure S1paiâh, nor does it
dencte a clmes afflictea with the loathuome

disease cf leprosy; but it je applied to a
clas than which it would hardly b.
poxssible te imn * e one more repuleive or
d1isgusting. 'Ihe traveler who sees
thoin-and they are found every-where
iii the towns of this country-must faisi
hope that no huinan beinge like them are
to be foiand in any other lands of the
garth. They wear littie clotimig, and
that littie, unless it je of leather,. is apt
to be iii shredsansd tat ter@. If it je of
Jeather it nus>' ltg#e .tved te çover the
wearera ais long as the 'childriei * f lerael
wore their garments. Their hair, if
somnetimues eut, je certainly neyer combed;
it je long, and miatted, and full of vermn.
It ie imnpossible, iu looking at them, to
imagine that they ever washed face, feet,
or body. The>' are cmpletely tncased iii
a thick and liard crubt of diii. Their
complexions tire very dark, or that je the
celor of the dirt covering them, their
tceth alotie are clean and briglit, and tyhat
with their wild eyes and famine- pinchied
fentures, thecir expression je Bavago and
altogether wolfibli. If they are wotnîci
they will often have two or three little
half-naked, soinetiniua wlhoil 3 naked,
childrcn trotting aft er thein or fas&ened
to their backs. They are the ancet
sisierable-l<îoking creatures 1 ever saw
wearing the huinan f:îrni. To sue one
such creat ure would be shocking enough.
but te cee thein by thotisands je a ead
siilht indeed. Their haunts in the cit>' of
Mexico are the canais sud the mnarkets,
asîd tLtpectially the pulque 8hope there and
in ail towmne. They li% e on what a Il.
ircdl mian would revoIt at as no better than
offal. They spend tiîeir lives in drinhing

pulque (which je as intich the national
drimkof the Mexicans as lager beer je of
the Germans), quarreliîsg, and stealing.
Ther. je nothing oit which they wîll net
lay their thieving hande if the>' get a
chance. The superintident of telegraph
construction oit the road between Vera
Cri and Mexico told mie that, despite al
thoir vigilance. they not, unfrequently had
tho wire <'f their lines stolen ruid carried
cff, sometimies by the mile!1 How Invite a
propo.rtion ef the ten millions of the Mex-
seans in thbe country are 1eperos 1 do liot

know. The iumbers are certainly very
large, and their îîresence in suoh numbers
ýnust greatl>' affect and deprees the civil-
ization of the country.

Ânother and perhaps larger claes of the
population je inade up of what are called
peons. These are day laborers, and while
they are industrious, and ia general net
moral!>' base, they are in other respects
about ais degraded ais the leperus. The>'
are ignorant, very po<r. and iii realit>' a
servile cîses. Eaving ofteîî heard lb saici
that they were slaves 1 tiok: pains tu make
carefual inquir>' inu the facte of their con-
dition. WVhile the wages of ail of tlîis
elass are '..ry low -only abuat thirty cecits
a day-yet suaIt of theni as are ont of debt
are virtually fiee, though they seldoin care
to leave the place where Lhey have lived
snd labored. sitîce they have strcîîg local
attachînents. But aîany of theni are not
oîut of dtbt, but aIl their livee long are ini
debt, and tîteBe are iii a condition whicli
Jacks notlîing but the naine of being a con-
dition of elavery. lndeed, the very defi-
nition of the wo)rd peon les that of a lahorer
lhel(l in servitude until a debt is discharged,
and, as often the debt je neyer dischiarged,
the bondage le life.loîîg, Debt iii often in-
curred thlrough the tendler sentinments. A
youîîg man wishes to miari>'. He lias net
a cent- of muîîey laid by, and hetîce to
meet the iiecessary expenees of hie vcd-
ding, a large itemn ln which le the enormnous
feeo f the liriet, lie miuet borrow mono>'.
He caîînot do thie8 wîthout eelling his
labor iii sdvance, wvhich ainounts to a seli-
ing cf hjîîîeelf for the sum <of the mono>'
borrowed tintil f ull payaient is niad. As
ho ean eanîn but a tew cents a day, and
miuet support hinueîf and faînily out of
thie miserable pittatice, lb often haîîpene
that for years. and koiîîetirnes happens that
f<îrJife, the debt and 1 ho servitude rètnain.
The condit ion of tho îuon cla8s sthue coe
af far grcattr ignorance. 1îoveîty, and
hopelesenese thai ithat of the freedmen cf
the South. Tlîoy are not likoly te be
raieed abovo thi8 servile condition until
and cul>' as the whoe people are elevated.
And when this takeis p!ace it will doubt-
leu involve the breakiaîg up and the dis-
tribution ainong man>' cinere cf the
haciendas, <or immense landed escates intu
which the country jes îî<w divided If it
is thle cui se of 1lrelaad t hat the laitil of the
country je owned and lîeld hy a few pur-
ititn«, illncle more le tis the curse of Mex-
ico. Thero are ini Ireland but little more
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