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A-MOTHER'S INFLUENCE.

Trace the migbtiost river to ita source
and that source in a tiny rivulet taking
color and character froin the eoil or rock
that gives iL birth.

Trace to their source the mighticst of
buman agoncies that flow through our
world to.day, bîess many lands in
their fiom-, and that source is gonerally
nome amail beginning, mnade by some
man, he ini tura taking celor of character
from hi.s mother.

The Agnerican Board of Coanmissioners
for Foreign Missious now one of the
largest misaionary societies in the world
niay be traced back to a mother in a
country parsonage in Connecticut, where
from, 1790 to IWOa "boy Samuel" (Samnu-
el J. Mille) used to listen while bis moth-
er talked to hlm of tho perishing heathen.
On one occasion she remarked ta a friend
1I bave consecrated thia chuld ta the
service of God as a miaaionary.

Mi11's entered Williaxn's College in
1806, and sought to, awakeu among the
students an intereat in the heathen wor'ad.
Hie found there kindred spirits. During
that firat year a memorablo miuionary
prayer meeting was held by the stridents
under shetter cf a bay-stack ta which
they were driven by rmi and the im.
pressions cf that heur were no deep and
led ta sncb resuits that the spot where
that meeting wss «held bas been cslied
the. birtb-place cf American Missions.

la the spring cf 1810 Rev. Samuel
Worcbester of Salem, Mass., S;amuel
Mille, Samnuel Newell,. Samuel Nott,
(four Samuels) with Admiram Judion,
lad the mnatter befors the (inneral As-
sociation (Cougregational) asking for the
formation cf a miasionary society. The
Association approved and the American
Board was organized " for the purpose cf
devisiag ways and muams, and adopting
and prosecuting messures for prs'moting
th. spr.ad cf Lb. gospel in beathen
land&S'

This waa tb. frsi purely Foreign Mis-
sionary Society in America.

They applied to the. legisiature of
Mue.. for a charter but more than once
the petition was rcjected and it was not
until two ycars later that it waa ob-
tained.

The receipta of ttir first year lacked
4ï~ cents of one thousai. i *dollars. Ten
yoars later, 18-.0 the annua. jîscome waa
noarly fortv tbousnd dollars.

In 20 years, 1830, the yearly receipta
'had increaaed to more than eighty thon-
sand dollars ($83,019.37). In 1840, 30
years from its origin, ita income for the
year was over two htnndred and forty
thousand, <$41,S6Z.28) while for the year
juat closed they wcre no less than $657,-
090).86.

The firet a.nnual meeting was held ini
Farînington, Connecticut, Sept. 5th, 1810.
There were pressent five of the nine com-
missioners, and an audience of one per-
son. The last annual meeting was held
in Boston a few weekis ago. Thousands
were l"present. No building waa large
enougb to bold the vast audience. Two,
three and four meetings were in pro.
greas at once. Tremont Temple and
Music Hall the two large.st audience
rooms in the city were packed day after
day, and large overflow meetings were
held in the neighboring churches.

The Society ha& now 22 missions car-
rying on work in more than aine hundred
populous centres, in Africa, India, China,
Japon, Cejlon, Micrunesia, Turkey,
Austria, and Spain.

It har 422 laborers from Amerlos in
Foreign Lands, of these 156 are ordained.
missionaries, 101 unmarried women, sev-
ere.1 male* and female physicians, and
147 wives of missionaries, while the nuin-
ber of native pastors, preachers, cate.
chiaLe, teachers, and helpers employed in
2183.

In counectien with its mimsions, there
are in the Turkiah Empire over 8M0
communicantis, in Ilsi 45W0, in Japsa
nearly 3000.

Ou. cf the most marve1Ion uaScOomsO

of thia society wua in teSandwichL
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