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The tenth annual meeting of the
W ectern Retadt Lumbermen’s Assocla-
ton was held In Albert Hall, Winni-
peg. on Tuesday evening, the 10th Inst.
The meeting was very largely atterted
py both active and honorary members
of tne assoclation and there were pres-
ent 4 few visttors as well.  After &
short time had been spent in social In-
tercourse President Byrnes called the
menting to onder and asked Secrotacy
ro kburn to read the minutes of the
meeting of 1000.  Then followed the
pressdent’s annual address as follows.

Gentlemen and fellow  members of
the Western Retail Lumbermen’s As.
soclation:—

1 deem It an honor to be priviieged
as your president for the second time,
to welcome you here in nttendance at
this annual meeting. I cegret that {t
is not my good fontune, owing to the
effect of a disappointing harvest, o
be ghie to offer you congratulations ot
prosperity in the dumber trade. I,
kowever, can compiinent you upon
the wisdom exercised in your business
under the existing clrcumstances, In
anticipating 50 clocely the effect of 2
shost crop, by restricting your business
fn purchasing with caution, and only
commensurate awith the absolute ne-
cessity and requirement. The farmers
also, have evinced 2 worthy caution in
dcaying expenditure in bullding and
improving as much as possible, unth
the return of an assured Crop.
Being Interestedd In the working of the
assoclation, and avishing to acquire
more personal knowiledge of ft, I ac-
companted the secretary on two trips
into dlstricts where some complaints
»ad been formulated against some
dealers for violating the price dist es-
tablished.

On visiting the dealers in question,
we were able to harmonize the differ-
eace complained of, and start them
anew to sell at the established price
#st, and the result was an apparent
fading to adhere to the established
fst. My observation has led me to
pelfeve that the assoclation is doing
much to promote a better understand-
rg among the dealers in the conduct
of bustness generally, and the advant-
age of an established price list Is el
dorne out.  Unfortunately, there has
B cisted 4n the clity a disruption of the
B prlce lst, and Jumber has been s01d at
o profit to the dealers, and the de-
moralizead  and  slaughtering  prices
R bere, have been quite injurious 10
R members having yurds in the proxims
B ity of the clty, and even at consider-
able d'stances out. 1 may say, that
R after an  unsatisfactory expenience,
B (here appears to be now, a anited ef-
fort on the ""“‘,';k of t:h}? dec;llers sgt
Winnipeg to make such an arrange-
i ment gnﬁ agreement, as will fead to
reorganization, and selling on an ¢s-
B adilshed price dtst fn future,

You will notice that the balance on
tand has Increased conslderably,
which may be a matter for your con-
B cderation whether the annual dues
may not be reduced some.

In closing, 1 Qesire to state that at
e last annual meeting, it was my
purpose to suggest to you, that it
would he a fitting thing for ug to foin
xitn other organizations, in contribut-
195 to the patriotic fund, but this was
overlooked. However, at the first meet-
ing of the directors, the board and my-
s, thought it proper to vote $100 to
tt2 fund then being established for the
sllef and benefit of such familles re-
wirlng  considerntion and assistance.
@ account of our gallant fellows, who
sjunteered to tako part in the South
Mrlean war, on behalf of our then
maclous, beloved and revered Queen.
123 for whose recent death we all
“Ingle In sorrow, and touched with
btde 1n having had so worthy, Nlus:
sfous and good woman as & sover-
m. We pray God %) bless her noble
a2 and  successor,  our  sover
B, King Edward VII, who has al-
bady <'amped himself an able and
kathy ruler, and has declared himself
siving expression of affection and
rerence for his mother, in language
R worthy of o duti{ful son, to a won-
ol mather, to closely follow In her
steps In constitutional government.
taac  Cockdburn, 'secretary-treasurer
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of the association, next presented his
annual statement gs follows :

Gentlemen, I joln with our worthy
president In extending 4o you all a
hearty greeting,

Mr. presldent and gentlemen, Iam
pleased to be able to present to you
such a favorable financial statement,
showing a balance on hand, to the
credit of the assoclation of $£2,034.21,

‘There are still 81 dues urvald, many
of which will ‘be paid, but it will be
necessary to purge  the mewnbership
llst of some names, as it will not do
to inculeate carelessness in the pay-
ment of dues. ‘The membership stands
at o galn of twenty-three over that of
last year. There {3 a total of two
hundred and four yards, and thirty.
four honorary members. Durlng the
year, I removed from the lst seven
moembers  for directly retusing pay-
ment of thelr dues.

I have to report that shortly after
the annual meeting, 1 proceeded to
establish price lsts for the various
points, and continued doing so untll
pretty thoroughly completed, with the
exception of at points west of Minne-
dosa, where I was advised that lsts
were not wanted. 1 dld not visit the
Northern Paciflc polnts, knowing that
it would be of no service, as there were
non-members tn competition. I have
to acknowledge the actlve fnterest
talken by the dealers throughout in
arranging -the prices, and the kind
courtesy extended tn me by the mem-
bers, Many dealers travelling constd-
erable distances to attend meetings
called for that purpose. I am glad o
belleve tuaat the prices so established
were gencrally adhered to, although
there were some cases of complaint
for vivlatlon of the price s, ir. which
cases, I was successful In harmoniz-
fng the ditficultles which had arisen,
by meeting with the dealers in ques-
tion, and discussing “vith them ‘the
gricvances compirined of, and secur-
Ing a new start In selling on the 2stab-
Nshed price list. In nearly every case
a better feeling was engendered be-
tween them as a result.

The partles at one point where I was
asked to fnvestigate & charge for sell-
fng at less than the price list, and 1
knew the parties were not on speaking
terms over some business difiicuities.
I first had an {nterview with the com-
plagnant, and told him I would bring
them together, so as to sift the charge,
and that he must make up his mind
tu Atscuss it with the dealer complain-
ed of, and In a friendly way. ‘This he
consented 10 do I then interviewed
the denler complained of, who frankly
admnttted the charge, and after some
discussion bearing upon the matter, he
gave me the strongest assurance that
hereatter, he would mainiain the es-
tabllshed prices VUpon calling the
parties together, a full discussion was
had wupon the charge made, and the
dealer in the wrong having acknow-
ledged the same, I then called the
other dealer aside, and mentloned to
him, that should he press the charge,
2 penalty of 325.00 or over, would have
to bhe levied from his opponent, and
that ft would be of no direct benefit to
him. ‘To the credit of the party thus
appealed to, he at once replied, “X do
not wish to be the cause of making my
opponent pay that amount, and If he
now agrees to maintain the price es-
wablished, 1 consent not to proceed
agalnst him.” I did not fall to Impress
this good act on the mind of the other
party This happencd early in the
spring, and no complaint has reached
me from that polnt since. I merely
state this case in giving my experlence
that this is a better mode, of settling
matters of complaint than referring
the matter to the executive commit-
tee, when doing so can be avolded, but
of course there will arise exceptional
cases, which make It imperative to do
S0,

The president in his address has re-
ferred to the state existing among the
Winnipes dealers, and I need not dwell
upon 1t further, than to say It affected
members disastrously at points in the
vicinity outlying the city. Those deal-
ers have my warmest sympathy in the
disturbanco and loss of their business
therefrom, and I do hope upon the re-
storation of .price .Jist for Winnipeg,

good business will again be brought
about to the referred dealers.

I feel called upon to make reference
to a pernlclous business comlng under
my notice, whiclh iIs belng carried on
by what Is termed on the other slde as
‘poaching. I mean someone who is not
o manufacturer and a non-member of
the association procures lumber from
partles other than honorary members,
and Gisposes of the lumber as best he
can, and I am soriy to say that such a
person  has  succceded In making
trouble, and demoralizing prices in
some Instances, to the serlous detri-
ment of some active members. 1 trust
no member of the association will be
found purchasing or supporting such a
system as referied to, an't ¥t possible
that some means may be brought to
bear that will stamp it out,

This I3 an opprrtune thme to discuss
these phases on thelr merits, and 1
would like to impress upon the mem-
bers present to do so fully and to go
forth from this meeting, resolved to
act up to the resolution and by-laws of
the association, and to be fellow
workers together for mutual beneflt

A lvely discussion ensued on the
points ralsed in Secretary Cockburn’s
report.  Sevemal members stated that
busfness {n thair panticular localities
hagd ‘been adversely affeoted during the
year by noh-members who bought
lumber in the United States, and from
western mills 'which do not belong to
the assoclation cutting prices There
was alse compiaint that iwholesalers
sed to country consumers Jn a retall
way In some cases. This discussion
was condueted with the utmost good
nature throughout and ended with a
general understanding that as nearly
as possibie hereafter the rules of the
assgelation will be adhered to by al
parties, In cases where non-members
are found 1o be habdbltually cutting
prices the awholesale men promised to
come to the assistance of the local
dealers and endeavor to root the of-
fender out. After this discussion the
reports were approved.

The eclection of aflicers was mext pro-
ceeded with and resulted aa follows:
President, Henry Byrnes, of Winnipeg,
re-elected; vice-president, J. L. Camp-
bell, Melita, Man,; directors, D. -E.
Sprague, Winnipeg: T. Turnbull, Man-
itou, Man.; W. &. Burley, Neepawa,
Man., A, M. Stewart, Morden, Man
J K. Robson, Treherne, Man.; and R
H. Willlams, Regina, Assinibola.

On motlion of J. L. Campbel} it was
deelded to arrange with the rallway
companies for an excursion to the Pa-
cific coast during the coming summer

The meeting then adjourned.

Lumber Trade Notes.

A law has been introduced in the
AMinnesota Jeglslature which has for
fts object the prevention of retall as-
socfations from boycotting  wholesale
concerns which sell direet to consum-
ers. ‘This if belleved 1o e almed at
the lumber interests and will vender
the various assoclations of retail deal-
ers of no use If it passes, as this has
been the principal feature of thelr pro-
gramme In the past.

The revenue derived by the province
of Ontario last year from pulpwood
dues was about §13,000, compared with
24,828 in the year previous, the in-
crease showling the ddevelopment  in
this branch of forest product. The
quantity dn _the two years was 63,000
cords and 30,000 conds xespectively.
The yield of pulpwood on the areas
now being cut is probably *>n cords
to the acre, which means 4luai  about
6.3G0 acres were cut over last year, or
about eleven square miles North of
the helght of land, surveyors have ¢s-
timated that the spru ¢ yleld will be
from 50 1o 75 cords to the acre, Last
year's cut of pulpwood yieldad the
province 20 cents per cond, but an
order In council was passed a year ago
providing Yor its increase to {0 cents,
which went into edect April 30, 1900,
after Jast year's cut had ceased.

Newfoundiand Trade Returns.

Returns of the trade of Newfound-
land have just been issued, showing
thut the total exports for the year end:
ing June 30, 1900, were $8.627,376, and
the total imports $7,197,117. Newfound-
Iand’s lorgest consumer {8 Brazil, the
sales to that country belng $2,06€ 5S6.
The Next in order aro Great Britain,
$1,800,659): Portugal, $1,009,027, United
States, $088.934: Gibmaltar, £072,055:
Canada. $172,040, British_West Indies,

$307,003; Spain, $201.053: Holland,
$147,978: Germany, $137,043: Italy,
$112,870; France, $38.802: Belgium,
$20,484; Denmark, $18175; United

States Wegt Indies, $14,000. On the
other hand, Newfoundlanders buy
more goods from Canada than they do
from any other country. Canadlun
sales to them durlng 18900 amounting
to $2,805,490. Great Dritaln  comes
next with $2,224,353; British West In-
dies, $271,602; Ceylon, $24,308; India,
$1.206: rotal from Great Britain and
her possessious, $4,320,0907. It wi) thus
Le seen that over 70 per cent of New-
foundiand's purchases are from other
party of the empire.

Rossland Mining News,

Rossland, B. C., Feb. 18.—Porhips
the most fmportant plece of miming
news of the past week was the suike
on the Molybdenlte, on the Spitzee (In-
dlan Chiet) whlch runs 3 hWigh as
S113 to the fon. :t 1S too genevally ree
cnved By the public at la ge that the
ore deposit of this camp 3 conined to
% sectlon of the Red Mouriain. “hat
this is not the case, h: ronditivn  of
tho Koo.cnay mines to day pmuaves
conclustvely. Still, 1t 19 urged thar
the houotenay mines ave situated on a
portion of the north great ve'n, which
13 constdered to run from the hread-
waters of the north fork of the Trall
Creek to the Talus L Everything
yet found on the south veln or bell has
shown a more disrupted condition of
deposit than that obtaining to the
north of the city, bullt, geologlcally
speaking, on the crater of an old vol-
cano. ‘the discovery made last week
on the Spitzee and the announcement
of the previous week of the high grade
ore dlscovery of o more solid body
upon the homestake goes to show that
there are valuable deposits to be found
in the vicinity of Rosstand, which are
not neressarily on the mountain.

'Che progress made by the Northport
smelter is apparently stow, but under
the conditions prevalling s wonder-
fully fast. ‘The new furnace {8 almost
ready to blow in, and should do so
this tmonth. Within another thlrty
days 'the fifth furnace should be ready,
which will bring the capacity of the
smelter up to 1,000 tons daily, and
then up to 1,330. It $s probable that
the sixth furnace, room for the instat-
latton of which has been left, il also
be added, and by the middie of April
the reduction works will be in & post-
tion to treat 1,700 tons daily. The
need of repalrs to the furnaces will re-
duce this average amount about one
month in the year, or it may be stated
that the net reducing power will be
something over 1,500 tons a day. 1t
must be remembered that the installa-
tion of these furnaces necessitated the
{nstallation ot subsidary pro-
cesses to keep up- with  the  increas-
ed gmount of low grade matte, and to
farnish power for the blasts. AN this
requires time and the eniargement and
practically doubling of a huge reduce
tion works, with complicated and in-
terdependent machinery, cannot he
accomplished in o few weeks.

The record for the past week falls
short of that of the previous one by
nearly o thousand tons, shipped short
on the Le Rol. This ls due to the same
cause as before, the unpreparedness of
the Nortnport smelter. The shipments
were 6,537 tons, of which the Le Rol
sent out 2,364 tons, Centre Star 2,160,
War Eagle 1,020, Iron Mask 113, Le
Rot No. 2, 200, and Velvet 100.

Tollowing are the shipments for the
week and year : Le Rol, for the week,
3,264, Zor the year, 23,201: Centre Star
for the week, 2,160, for the ycar, 14,~
100; War Eaczle, for the week, 1,029,
tor the year, 4,540; Iron Mask, for the
week, 113, for the year, 1,063: Le Rol
No. 2, for the week, 200, for the year,
$77; Velvet, for the week, 100, for the
year, 574; Glant, for the year, G0;
Spitzee, for the year, 43; I X. L., for
the year, 43, Portland, for the year,
27, total for the week, 6,873, for the
year, 14,632 tons.

At a meeting of the directors of the
Canadian Pacific Rallway Company at
Montreal the usual dividend of 2 per
cent. on the preference wstock for the
halt year ended December last was de-
clared, and a dividend of 214 per cent.
for the same perfod was declared on
the commnon stock. .

Russia may retatiate on the United
States for the tax on her sugar. The
Americans bave been buying  about
$300,000 worth of sugar from Russia
annhuall' Russin has been purchasing
more than §11,000,000 worth of farm
implements annually from the United
States. The Russian government, 1
is expected, will Impose high duties on
Amcerican products,



