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EXPERM!ENTAL FARIIG IN BRITISH
OULUbIBIÂS

The British Columbia experîmental feria,
under tho contral cf tbe Dominion Dapartinent
cf Agriculture, bas breau astablibhed for five

yearo, sud la ln charge of Thos. A. Sharpa.
Tho fea la locatad ab. Agasiz, ia the iowcr
Frasar river valioy. The annual report of
the experlinental farmes for 1893 containe a
reviow of the work done during last year et
thn Blritish (iolumibla farin. Tbe wlntar of
I802 93 la caïd to have beau the maiL severe
la 30 years ln the western part of British
colambl.s. Daring Decembor thc tbermome.
tor dropped as iow a 8 aboya zero. On
Janaary 30 the Lemperatura dropped asdden-
ly te 13 bolow zero, whlcbh laramarkably
cold weathcr for that raglan. The aprirîg
was wet and cold, and vegetation was mach
later tIsa ainsi. Tbe firet grain was not
sown until April 10. Drought wai experîesiced
ia July and Augait. Altogathar lait saura,
vice the most «nfavorable, sa6ys Mr. Sharpe,
mince tIsa farin wai establisbied.

Qeite a varlaty of articles ara cultivated at
tIsa British Colunia ferna, as tbe climate ai.
Iowa for a wlde range of axperimnts. Fruit
je parbapc givan the grdateat attantion. More
fruit tracs, tIse repori stateu, wera planted
lait year in thea province generally thai. duriog
any praviens yaar, and tbo farinera are givlng
dloser ittention ta grawlng fruit. Tisa axten.
sien of the hap-growing lndastry in aiso noted.

Winter wheat la the firet cop traated af in
the report of tbe work done at thse faims lait
year. This crap wus damaged by higb winds
la Jannary, wbicb blew the eartb frointhLie
reots of the plants, and lafit il; axposed te the
beavy frost wbich aceurred lata la the month.
W'bat will striko prairie faera is the great
lengtls cf the growing season cf tbe grain
oropi. The fall wbaat; wss sown on Octobar
19, and beadad f rom Juste 20 te July 10, being
ripe frein Auguit 19 ta 24. Thea yiald varied
frein about 9 te 23 bashels par acre.

Trhlrty variaties ef spring wheat wara îown
la axparmmental plots an Msp 5, and were ripa
frein Arguai; 25 te Septambar 2. Thse yieid,
lika that cf faîl wbcat, wus pour, varying frein
10oto 23 Isushale par acre, while oaa variety
y1eided under six buibels par acre.

Twenty varieties cf bariay were tested, town
on May 8, and ware ripe frein the 16tb te Lise
and ai Angust, thea Viaid varyiag froin 18 te 35
bushoe per uecre. lu oata forty-ane variatien
wcre sown ou May 17, and ware ripa from
Assgust 23 te Saptainber 4, thsa yield varying
frein 30 te 58 bushais par acre. la an expari-
mnt with cighL varlaties et bybrId barleya, tise
yieid ranged front 42 te 111 busbeis par acre,
but tbis waa on land dresse witis fis guano
tIsepraviouyaar, for roots. Pli eas uvaried
in yiold front 12 te 21 bushea par acre.

About twenty variation ct cern ware piantad,
smn la rws with ,drill, and otisersa inbis.
This waa cut on October 16, and yielded frein,

8 te 37 tans of gren fodder par acre Nana of
the varleties ware ripe when out. In saome
variation tha cab was anly furming, and la
othera tsa cars ware weii fihied, wble one
varîety bad reanhed the glazed state. Braam
corn dld net resais a stage ef usaturlty te bc cf
any value for breomai, and wus oniy begîaaing
Le) head an October 10, wben it was out and
used for the silo. Mlxcd grains, composed of
peua, barlay, este and wbeat, yialded
2J te :; tenu par acre ct dry tcddar, and wua
relished by the stoo!z.

la vegatabies, Lurnips variait in yiaid tramn
2#5 tu 618 bueie par acre, la over 25 tests.
Massgcle varied f rein Ur te 3M0 bushsl par acre,
tivaaty varieties havlng been sowa. Carrots
ylaldcd tramn 6 ta 12 tans par acre, and sugar
baste frcin 2î te n~ tons par acre. Tbirty.one
varlaties cf patatees were pianted, tbe yioics
varylng from, 80 te 376 bushoa par acre. The
Bordeaux mixture praved valuable for prevent-
lng bligbt an the potatoas.

Among tise misceilancoi crops, hreo varia.
ties of millets were trlad, but provad fallures,
and nana beadad out. lomp and jute wera
likewlse failutea, as was likewice a, mail patch
o! peanute. Sunfiowea preduced over 8 tous
per acre of green hoaa, used for thesasltos.

Fruit la an importae~t fuature of the farin.
Tbe apple tracos were not damnaged by tisa
tevere winter, thongis nome vaticties ware
brought frami southara ragions. A numbar of
the variation plantait ln 1890 f ruited luit ycar.
A large addition wa8 made lait year te tise
%pple plantation, lncludlng a nuniber of Engllsh
Variation.

Thse pear trae wera net iajnred isy tbe severa
wintar, but tIse crop iras poor. Tihera are
112 variaQ'-., of standard trae lu the pear
orcisard. lThe dwarf pears hava nat
donc as waii As tise standazd, tise noir growth
1iaving beau injssrad la tise winter. Tihe plain
orchard centains 124 varleties, a number cf
wblch bore iraîl, thaugis pianted onty thrae
yeara aga. In the cherry orchard are 67
varieties. Tise crop was a tale luit yaar,
cold irat waather duriag tisa blossaming
pariad isaving beeu injurions. Tna yeung
trae, however, mada a vigorous growth7 and
promise well. Sixteen variaties cf nectarines
have beeu plantad. TI'e nair grewth of tIsa
prerlous year was wintarki-dled badly. Apri.
cote snffered similariy. Tita fig trae irare
nia3tly wnter-kilaed, but a nusaber of naw
variaties have beau planted. Pe.ach trace irere
aise badiy frozen back, aad saine died. Tise
curi lea affacted the panih treecs very oadly
last seasan, bat trees on tise bighar beach
land, at au elevation et 800 feat, wrr not
affautafi with this disease, and thay aiso
escaped darnaga from, thse avare water wea-
ther te a greatar extent tissu those on tIse
levai land. Apple, pluLi aud cherry tracs
bava aise been planted ou the bench land,
and ara doing wali. Aboutý 4,000 Eastern
Canada foieat tracs, inciuding walout, butter-
nuL, bickory, cisetant, asis, elin, cherry,
hach, bircis, etc , lbave becu plantad ou the
bench land, and are thriving.

Ninety varietias of grapea wre plantaid an
the farn, but ouly tbree vazieties Iruit.ed and
nana ripened. A nut erchard bas beau piantcd,
containing Englisis and other walnuts, chaît-

nuti, pecan nuta, al.r.ods, fiiburto. 'tulborrien
bave alto been planted, anud &Il made good
growth laut neasen.

The tsason appeu&ýad untavorable for sinal
fruits., goosoerries, ourrant-Y, raspbarries,
blackbouias. and etrawberrieb ait gave poor
roturne.

In obrubbary andi ornamental planta Il; le
noted that Inost of the roses woro wiater-kill.
ad, but grew up froin the root... Over 30
badges of different ornameatal sbrubs bave
bean pianted.

WHAT IS THE hIATTEBJ WITH
HAHNAR? 1

The abovo- threadbare qucry mlgbt wail bie
rcsurrctcd and nsked regarding the uneatisfr.c-
tory state of agrieultural and commercial affaira
ovar the worlM ut largo at preant, aud aspaci.
aliy regarding their stato on this continent of
North Amnerica. It la nlot the intention, how-
ever, to niake a mundano or ý;ontincntai diag-
nosis in this article of Il lannab's " aliment,
but to confine il,, scopo to discoveiag tbe
diease affeoting the province of Manitoba, and
the Northwebt gencrally, and if possible te dis-
cover ame rcmedy, wbich wiIi mitigata, if it
does not wholly aure, the avil or avili existing.

It is a comparatively easy maLter to compre.
bond the causes or the main anas leading tu the
proeuet depreisad state of agr ,zultural affaire
in thse Nortbwest, for a look back over mar-
kat quotations of tbe paît two ycare will show
tbat prices of sncb produets bave beau; reundlug
ste2dily downward, outil it snay safeiy ba said
tbat the crop of 1893 wau narkated by the
fariner at figurai balow the coît, ci production,
unless in a few exceptional cases, and that if
present mnarket values ara ta continua any
iengtb of time, agriculture mnuet ceaie te be-
camne profitable. Bat that soch values will
continue any iengtb .of turne in nlot at ail
likeiy. Agriculture is now uuprolitable,
if nat a source of lais te ail on-
gaged therea the world ovar. su tbat this pro-
sent depression will cure itself in tima by a
faiiing off in agriculturdi enterprise, wheravar
it in leait profitable, and wben circuinstances
are mare favorable profit and probperity muet
soon comae.

That the trading cammunity of tbis provine
should suifer duriag a turne of dapreasion ia
agriculture la only natural, for our marcbants
are depandant on aur farinera. But itis worth
a littia investigation te sea if trade ia not
suffaring at presant ta an extent not warranted
een by the pravailing depreasion. la short,
ta sec if tradars ara not theinselves te biarne
for the great bnlk of the evils now baing
borne.

Tariff bas had itashebr of blauia for tha mis-
fortunes of aur traders and justly tao, wbiie
railwny fraigbt rates have been credited with
a big chars of the trouble, altbough la this case
the accusation ivili not stand the scratiny cf a
fair investigation, and niany of the loudest
complainte corne from, thooo who ara auffering
aothing. Haw the outbound freigbts on the
produots of this province have affcctad tbe
interesta of tbe marchant la a point te be dis-
russadl la a future issue as oae uf vie iseada of
thia trouble, but in tbis issue space wiil aliow
cniy tbo stsidy cf how iabound freight ratas
affect the trader.


