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Catbholic Canadvian Celedrities. olected spenker of the Tower House, and upon the union of the two

SIRALLAN MACNAL,

Peruars the above name, conuny under the headig of + (atholic
Canadiun Celebritica,” will strike the public mind as be g spmewhat
incongruoualy imconsistent with the presious subjeets unuer this head,
subjects who, by thenr bfe long devotion to Mother Chureh, are on-
titled to be thus clussed.

But we must not dare to question the Master's judgment, when in
the purable He guve to the lnborer that came in at the eleventh hour
equal hire with the one who bore the faugue and heat of the entire
day, by fuiling to allot to Sir Allan Napier MaeNab his rightful place
within Christ’s vineyurd of the Catholic Church,

He was born on the 14t of February, 1798, in the sleepy little

town of Ningara, or Newark as it was then called.  He was of Beoteh
descent, and ol o warlike mee, his grandfather haviog served
the Bluck Watel, and his father under Colonel Simcoe,
" Sir Allan first comes under our notiee when ns a boy of fourteen
he stood by his father's ade and fired atelling volley into the enemy’s
ranks in the rid of 1812, He served as o mdshipman on the
*Wolfe ** in charge of Sir Jues Yeo, when it wont on the expedition
to Sacketts Harbor. It was upon this expedition, if we nustake not.,
thut young MaeNab in his wmdignation at the action of Gieneral Prevost
in ordering u ** retrest” when * advanee * shonld have been the com-
mand, deew his sword and sunpping it i two, declared ** he would
never wield another under such a leader.”

The prospeet of hotter fighting and quicker promotion caused Sir
Allan to forsalke the nuvy and enter the army, casting his lot with the
100th vegiment undor Colonel Murray ; for his courageous conduct in
the stormung and takime of Fort Niagara, he received un ensign's com-
migsion in the Hth vegument. le also accompanied General Riull
when he crossed to Buflale and burnt it and Black Kock in re aliation
for the American 8 destructive work al Niagara. At the termination
uf this campaign, Sir Allan joined his regiment at Mentreal and
murched with it to the attack of Plattsburgh, commanding the advance
guard at the Savnae Bridge.

In 1819, upon the disbandment of the forces, Sir Allan being re-
duced to half-puy, reterned > Toronto, or Little York, as our city
was then called, where s funily resided, tho MaeNab howmestead
standing on King suwreet close to the Don river,

The finanewl state of the MaceNab purse being at rather a low ebb,
Sir Allan, by way of betterment, commenced the study of law in the
oftice of Mr. )*Arey Boultor.  Ho also sorved as clerk in the lHouso
of Assembly for some lungth of time ; his inherent manliness of char-
acter giving a dignity to the subordinate, dat afterwards changed
mto the gemal grace of the cenfident tuler.

He was eallid to the bar m 1825, and began Ins succossful legal
practice 1 Hammlton, where he built for himself under the shadow
of the mountain the heautiful castle of Dundurn, named after his
grandfuther's estate in Scotland.

In congequunce of ** heeping a quiet tongue in his head ** with the
purpose of screcning a friend, at thetrial of the ¢* Hamilton Ountrage,”
when e John Colborne was burned n efligy, at the instigation of
Willinmn  Lyon Mackenzie, Sir Allan was charged with contempt of
court aud committed to jail.  The effect of this committal, like the
imprisonment of Irish suspeets in Ireland. but placed Sie Allan upon
the topanost rung of public popularvity, and he was returned at the
neat clection ug o member of parliament for Wentworth county.

Sir Allan, sometune afterwards, got * quits ** with Mackenzie by
seconding the motion for that gentleman's expulsion from parliament
the mover being Mr. Samipson.  But later on, we learn, thatzour
generous soldier-statesman, when future days brought cocler judgnient
and keener iusight into what was o wise apitation, was the first to
cast Ins vote, in 1835, for the erasure of thut unjust statuie from the
parlinmentary journads, though by so doing he had to cross the stiff
lines of Tary principles.

He was chosen spesher of the Lower House 1 1837, but searcely
had b~ stepped anto oftice when the long, smouldening discontent of
the Upper Canadian people, begotten by the arrogance and monogly
of thy ** Fumily Compact® requne, burst into the five of open rekellion
in 184795, The Governor, Sir Francs Head, was at hig wit's ends
how to smother 1t before 1t would gather strength and davastate the
country , hix own ut;povularity standing between lnm and the sympa-
thy of those who could have helped him. But Sir Allan and his
** Men of Gore *” came to the reseue, und driving the insurgents from
ther headguarters in Montgomery's hotel, followed them up and com-
pletely routed them at wingston.  Leaving there he hustened west
und gave the timshing blow to the rebellion by dealing summarily
with the Awmenican regnnents, under Van Renseelaer, who wore help-
g to swell the runns of the - patniotic army ** on Navy Island, by
cutung off the * Caroline * when towmng supplies to the soldters.

Sir Allan had displayed so much skill and dispatch in stamping
out the rebelhon and withal so much sdmirable humanity in giving
quarter to the rebels, that England knighted hum, Canada's parlia-
ment culogized hiw, and his soldiers honored him with a sword.

Upon the formation of the BaldwinLafontaine ministry, he was

legislatures he was also chosen spenkor,

In 1844 Sir Allun led tho coalition mmistry, and in 1850 we find
him again the lender of tho conservutive party.

He was made Premuer in 1864 with the MacNab-Morin administra-
tion known as the first Libernl-Congervative party. During lus terin of
oflice the Clergy Reserves were settled, the Reciprocity Aet and
Militia Bill were pagsed, and u handsome allowance granted to the
patriotic fund

Upon his retirement from the premierslup, owing to ill health, in
1866, he was ereated o baronet, snd together with Sir Ktienne Tache
wag made honorary Colonei in the British army and aide-de-camp to
the Queen.

We quote the closing words of Sir Allan's address to the Free and
independent clectors ot Hamilton, written at thas time .

* Mout sinceroly do 1 thank you, gentlemen, for the kind aud cor
dinl gupport you have accorded me during nine successive partiaments,
in which I have had the honor of representing either the country or
city. The best portion of my life has been spent amongst you , and
I can say with truth that during this long period my best cnergies
have been devoted to the interests of my constituents and the honour
of my country. One word before we part, and that is, if, in times of
trinl und great excitement, I have erved, I trust you will kindly as-
cribe it to an evrvor of the head and not the heart.”

Sir Allun went in quest of health to England, and whilst there was
usked to run us a member for Brighton, and though naturally he was
unsuccessful, being a stranger, his defeat was an honourable one.
His heulth being somewhat restored, he returned to Canada, aud once
more, at the carnest solicitation of his constituents, took his seat in
the old familinr place within parliamentary walls.

The characier of this fine old Cunadian knight, whose portrait
shows us a portly figure with handsome lined face, and oyes that laok
with fraik kindness into ours, is not the least disappointing to the
hero-worshipper ; and Sir Allan 13 justly entitled to the often rather
far-fetched term * hero.”* 0

In youth hie had ull the infectious good humor and vim of the rol-
licking soldier boy who had smelt powder and therefore could illy bear
the tediousness of pouring over the dry, musty books, the want of
which his oppounents take such peculiar pleasure in drawing attontion
to ; yot when the occusion demanded he did so, and was appointed the
firat Queen’s Counsel of Uipper Canada.

His warm, genial nature made him the idol of his soldiers and the
friend of his olectors. It was this same happy temperament that
made him so careless in money matters, being so ready to harken to
the ery of the needy, be the story neverso extravagant, at the expense
of many a justly owed luckless tlebtor. And it was often a standing
joke against Sir Allan in lns early days in Muddy York, that his even-
ing stroll wae bounded by the debtor's ominous blue postsas he had
only * bail to the limits."

He was o loyahst of the extreme kind, and sent proofs of it into his-
tory when he risked a sound body at the firing of the parlisment build-
mgs in 1849 aver the Rebellion Losses Bill, by rescuing, with his High-
land chivalry, the picture of our Most Gracious Majesty. And he
probably never drew up his splendid military figure to better advant.
age than when receiving the commission of being escort to H. R. H.
througli Canada m 1860.

His success in hisparliamentary work was chiefly owing to his Scotch
datermination of succeeding sgainst all odds. Many severe criticisms
are passed upon his poor abilities as leader of the House, but if those
sume brilliant statesmen that are lauded g6 highly for their sinesse in
dealing with the intricate workings of opposing minds, were given the
command of a regiment, would they win equal laurels with Sir Allan
both 1 the army and in the House of Azsembly.

For thirty years he was unot absent for one single week from
the sessions, and though by no means laying any claims to be called
an orator, Sir Allan spoke forcibly and to the pomnt, his speeches
rarely exceeding more than fifteen minutes in length.

Sir Allan MacNab stands a figure in Canadian history that may be
jnstly pointed to with pride by a country that his active life helped to
build upon a basis worthy of great men's aunds. But peculiarly so
is he an object of interest to the Catholiz Canadian, as one whom
Heaven vouchsafed a special grace upon his death-bed.

Upon the 8th of August, 1862, having embraced the Catholic faith
some days previous, Sir Allan. Napier MacNab, strengthened by the
sacraments of our holy religion, breathed his last in Dundurn Castle,

Hamilton. :
L. A. Hexny.

1f all the prayers of loving hearts from the beginning of the
world, and all the seraphic worship of the thrones and prineipal-
ities in heaven, and the burning devotion and love of.the Virgin
Mother of God and the million voices of the universe, of all
creatures in Heaven and earth, and sea, were offered up in one
universal and harmoniousact of praise and adoration, they would
not equal or even approach in value and efficacy the infinite worth
ot a single Mass.—His Grace, Archbishop Walsh. Toronto. - -
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