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THE POSITIUN AND DUTIES OF LAYMEN
iN THE CHURCH.

From the conversiun o Constantine to the present time,
Chnstian society has been regarded, asin truth it 1s, as
one body, under one Head, Chust, true God, who has
Tuled it by His iwo sepresenmanives, the religivuy Funce
dom aad the civil Princedom, in accerdzance witl, the twvo
fold guidance which wo need here betow— the one for the
attainment of cternal happiness, 1he other fur the attain
ment o1 gouds winh cunsutute wut tempuial happiaess.
Hence the necessity ol harmuny between these two
powers, the religious and the political.

And, as the religious, which regards man’s etemal sal
vation, 13 of & highet videt than che cuvil, which immed:
ately regards hes temporai happiness, it fuilows that the
tateer should Lo 2z aid and a prurection to the formes

Today theso idcas are, 1n one place, partly, in anothes,
whdlly changed. The staté of cavil Princedom, for the re
presentation of the sovereignty of Chriat, has substituted
the representativn of ihe sove.eignty ol man, and separ
aticg atsedf from the Church of Chuist, nu longer accords
to her aid or protection In this condition of things,
nothing else but the lay element is left to the church in
the cwvil order.  \What the Juties of the Catholic laymen
t0 the church are, mif torm the subject ol the follomng
remarks.

I Gexzmat Duty or CatnoLics Towarps Tue Chugcat

‘Thero are faymen who scem to be persuaded that to
caze forthe interests of the church appertainsto theclergy
alone. And this would not be erroneous if the clergy
alons constituted the church  But the Jaity too, are part
of the church. In fact, the fauthtul laity, by its ampli-
tude and numencal influence, 15 a potent factor 1 the
church, corresponding to what, i the civil order, 18 the
multitudo of the citizenk

The clergy in the church are its formal clement, the
governing or ruhng patt, but the, 50 to Say, matenal
element, the governed part, 1s the laity.

Every baptized person becomes a member of this great
body of Chnst’s church.  “\Ye arc all baptized iato one
body.” (St. Paut 1 Cor. 12.13.) It then, tor the health
and well-being of tho body, be 1t physical or moral, ail
tho members should cooperate, st 1s evident that afi,
clergy and laity, 1 proporuion 10 the abihity ot each,
should P for the ad ge aod well-being of the
church. The parts, in refation to the whole, are as meaas,
and the good of the whole i3 kikewise the good of the
parts. Is not this the sufficient reason, why in the avil
order we recognize the justice of the blood-taz 10 the en-
rollment of our volunteers tn the hour of danger ?

M 1, are the ges which the
faithful layman received 1n the past, and 1 daily re-
cewing from the LChurch  From her and through her
e has received the sonship of God by adoption, trom
her and through her be has teceived the true knowledge
of heavenly things, from her, the remission of swos,
through hes, srcure guidance 1o eterpal happiness. The
church 13 all ntent on procuning and promoting the ad-
vantages of her children. She prays for them, she suffers
for them, she endures increasing fatigue, and even Joy-
ously sheds her martyr blood for them. Isit not, there.
{fore, a debtof justice that her faithful children should, as
tar as possible, repay, love with love, cate with care,
doeds with deeds ?

Every goog citizen 13 ready to shed his bloud on behalf
of his country. And yct the country can do no more for
those who die for 1t than perpetuate their memory
monuments of bronze and marble, Poor consolation this
for htm, who for love o country, violates the Law of
God, and 13 irrepatably lost

Bsut the church 15 noi restricted, like civil society, to
the present fe. She passes through the gates of deatn,
she spans the abyss beyond the tumb, and fives in the
eternai ages and if she combats on earth in the guise ot
2 miluani, she 1e1gns in Heaven in the glory of the mmum.
pAans, where sho crowns her vaiorous championg with aa
fading lautels, To labor for her, thesefore, is to gain for
one's sclt happiness and greatness.

Bsut above and beyond every othes reason for aiding
the Chuzch, 1s the {ove which we owe to Chrst,  The
Church 15 2 body, the head of this budy i3 Chnst.  The
Church 13 a kingdom, the King of this kingdom 13 Christ.
The Church 1s that mystic bride affianced to * Him who
with loud cries espoused her in His holy blood.* (Dant.
Par.x1)  As Eve, Irom the side ot Adam whyle hn slept
in Eden, 50 the Church came out Irum che side of Chnst
Wwhilst He slept on the croza.  Chnst loved her mith 1nfi
nite love and gave Himself for her. (Ephs. v. 15.)

Here we may ask, 13 a Chnstian obliged 1o love Chnst 9
Is he bound to be zealous fur His cause? Ishe bound to
fight under His standard 2 You will answer, most cer-
taioly Now, I ask again, 1s 1t possible to love Chrst and
not love His spouse, the Charch? lsit possible to love
Chast 20d be wdiffesent to her for whom He shed His
blood? Love for Chnst 15 identsficd wth love for His
Church, so that 1t 15 as impossible to love the Church too
much, as 1t 15 to love Christ too much  How, therefore,
seconcile love for Christ with indufference to His Charch
and her interests ?

Tho cause of Chnst 13 1dentical with the causa of His
chureh, “Saul,” he sud, " why persecutest thou me ?*
(Acts, 4 4) This was the reproof of Christ to Sanl, who
persecuted the faithful~the church.  And, in troth, what
elsc 1s the church but Chnst Himsell, diffused, in a man.
ner, and mysticall ified n the of those
who believe in and obey Him?  Therefore to promote the
interests of this aggregate, 13 to promote the ioterests of
Chnst, 23 to tail in the former is to fal in the latter,
Every faithful Chustian is a soldier of Christ, and the
church1s His Kingdom, How does this soldier show his
fidelty to hus King, it he 18 indifferent whether His Kiog-
dom flounishes or falls to preces ?

Thia proves that the faithiul layman, in every hypothe.
i3, under all cizcumstances, even under governments
{nendly to the church, should exert himself to promote
her well-besog.

But n States, which have failed in allegiance to the
church, and under governments which are unfnendly to
hez, the aforcsaid duty of the Catholic layroan 13 increased
aod intensified.  For, from beng a private, it hecomes 2
public duty , from bewg an individual, 1t becomes a social
obligation.

(The second and thind divisions of the Bishop of Endocia’s
article, have dean beld over, and will appear 12 our next 5508}
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“Ohno, Sirt 1believe he's Church of Englandt’—
Punck,



