355

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

reverend gﬁmtlemen remarked that ?slsoon as he leume;l ! tri
that Mr. Hague had entered into full communion with _— . . s . e
the Church of England, he proposed to him that he ten others, A special service in connection

should undertake this work, and he bad promptly ac- with the event was held on the morning of
cepte(}‘ the invitlution. Dr. Norton added that he had 3th October. [t has been supl)osvd that the
been himself a listener in the afternoon, and had been . t opt) : R e .
forcibly impressed with Mr. Hague's wonderfully clcur“m,}thOll of election Just Wt“" ed to 15 some
exposition of Holy Writ. ~thing altogether new in our Scottish Chur-h
Hife : Lut as matter of fact it has existed in

A Goop “ symrosiuM.”—The Congregational i several Churches for some time. [t has been
ministers in Scotland generally spend a day  found, however, in some cases that the ten-
or two together, over a “Symposium.” The dency has been to make the office, which is
following is the programme for this year: nominally for a limited period, in reality con-
I. The New Testament idea of ecclesin: especially ! ffmuous. by repenfted. re-ele(:,t,lon; u"l(l tu so
the relation between the Epistles to the Ephesians and | far avoid that, Mill Stieet Church, Perth, has
Col ssiens on the one hand and the rest on the other i nade it a rule that at least one year must

hand.—Rce. Jas. Troup, M. 4. | IR T ap e . o
II. The two mrin conceptions of a Church, as his-ie']“'p”e before the retiring deacons are e]‘g’b]e
One great advantage of the

torically embodied :— ! for re-eleetion.
(;t)aTShecicfénc(%’;";" of t,ﬂle lC'{“‘:")“h as first and fore- friennial election seems to be that 1t affords
mo soclety ugregationat, «c. ‘. e . . . I
(2.) The conception of the Church as first and foremost + &1 ¢Xcellent opportunity for training young
an Institution (Romunist, &c.)—Ree. W. Dowglas ilac- mien in the practical working of the Churches.

al, and these have been returned aleng with

kenzie, M. 4.
II1. The constitution of the Church:—(1) The indiv'1
vidual Church community. (2) The several Church com- ,
munities in relution to each other.--Rev, Professor Simp-
son, M. A. I
IV. Sacraments.--Reu. J. Pillens. '
V. Worship. —Rev. .J. Reebuck i
VI. The Authority of the Church.—ZRve. J. 3 Munn, !
M. A. .
VII. Church Creed—Theology -Freedom of thought. |
—Ren. 1. Templeton, M. A.

VIIL. The Church and missions. -Rer. Jas. Bdwards, |
M.A., B.D. ,

1X. The Church and the loose, unorganised individu- |
ulistic forms of life and activity at the present day. — Rer. |
Jeames Gregory.

X. Comparison of the Congregational conception of
the Church with that of other sections of Protestantism.
as laid down in the Confessions of Faith, Articles, Creeds,
or otherwise.— Ker. Dr. Simon.

X1. The relation of the Church to social and political
yuestions. — Lew. James Stark.

X1I. The Church in relation to amusements.— Rer. D.
Caird, M. 4.

XIII. Church Discipline — Rer. James Ross.

XIV. The Church in refation to the individual spirit-
nal life.—Rev. A. R. Henderson, M. A.

CoNCERNING THE TENURE oF THE Diaco-
NATE—The question as to whether the office
of Deacon should be held as a life appoint-
ment, or only for a limited period, is begin-
ning to excite fresh interest in some of the
churches. And, judging from recent cvents,
the drift of opinion seems to be setting against
the old idea, ““ once a deacon always a deacon.”
Augustine Church, Edinburgh, has resolved
that its deacons shall henceforth be elected
for a term of vnly three years (the holders of
office to be eligible for re-election), and the
body has been recounstituted on that principle.
The eight deacons who remained in office re-
signed in order to give the new system a fair

Editorial Erticles. ’

THE MOST IMPORTANT.

'&'\[‘%\3/ E are pleased to receive from
LA Y time to time, accounts of

pleasant gatherings in the
churches, and in the homes of
our people—and how much of
our Church News is of this
character — but how much
better should we be pleased to
hear, on every hand, of vigor-
ous spiritual life, manifesting
itself in direct and all-conquer-
ing work for Christ.

There is always a strong
and constant tendency for us
to be just what our talk is.
And a great many people forget the fact—or have
never learned it—that what we ourselves say, sticks
best in the memory ! That is one great secret of
memory : if you want to remember a thing, speak
of'it. And so we don’t want the dear saints in the
churches—nor ourselves — to be talking about
socials, and concerts, and excursions, and parties,
too much ; for fear we shall not, by and bye, be
able to think about anything else. Even the
“Christian Endeavorers” are all running into
“Socials!”

Churches of Jesus Christ are institutions for




