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ONESIMUS,

In its scrics of « Aftor Lives of
Scripture Saints,” Father Bowpfield,
in St Andrew's Magacine, gives tho
following skotch of the slave whom 8t.
Paul ranked amoung the converts of his
love:

A pleasant glimpse of a Catholic
household in the first times St. Luke
has givon us in his picture of St. Philip
and his daughters at Cwsarea, or
Aquila aud Priscilla at Corinth. The
grent Apostle himself shall be our
painter to.day, and he shall take us,
a8 becomos the Saint who made him-
gel{ all things to all mon, into the
quarters of the sl ve. * Tho Slave in
tho Christian Ho sehiold” 18 Su Paul's
picture, and a8 he draws it hc himself
i8 a more besutiful picture, for he is
in his bonds at Rome before bis first
trial by Nero : as ho writes—for he is
writing part at least with b own
hand, * 1 Paul, have written it w_lth
my own hand"—his chain, by which
he ig bound tu tho soldier on hie left,
clanks. It is a wonder that there are
not more pictures from Sacred Writ.
The story of St. Paul alone might fill
more than an artist's life; and
amongst the pietures, the delicate form
of the refined thoughtful Saint chain-
ed to the strong piller-like soldier,
while he preaches to those who come
to hear, or ia writing or dictating
letters of Yove, would not be the least
rich in beauty. The prisoner is writ-
ing now on behalf of the slave to bis
rich maste=, the slave himself doing
willing service the while tothas Apostle
who has bound him in new bondsof
love.

How did the slave, Onesimus—the
«« Profitable,” for so means hia Grea)
name—come across St. Paul in Rome ¢
We may be sure that the Saint was
always laying snares for souls, whether
of slave or of noble Roman, spite of
his bonds ; and one of his fellow-
labourers, St. Luke perchance him-
gelf, or Demmas, or Mark, might have
brought the slave to the inspired
prisoner, the dweller in the prison
room who was guest also of tha third
beaven. Bat, probably enough, One-
simus would have known the Apostle
before in the house of his master
Philemen at Colossw, For Philemon
seems to have been, like Aquila and
Priscilla, one of those richer Cathelics
who opened a mission in their own
houges, private chapels, as we shquld
g8y in these days, to which the neigh
bouring Catholics wer~ admitted ; and
who gave long and princely hospitality
in those days of persecution to the
clergy and others who were obliged to
hide themselves, or who had no means
of support. For St. Paul writes, “ to
the Church which is in my houss,”
and amongst the members of the
Church in his house he salutes Archip
pus, “our fellow-soldier. It 1s a
strong word, meaning more than
fellow-labourer,” which is the title of
honour given to Philemon himself,
and would seem to agree with what
St. Ambrose and St. Jerome tell us,
that Archippus was a Bishop in charge
of Colossiz and of the neighbouring
towns of Laodicea and Hierapolis.
«Say to Archippus,” wmntas the
Apostle tc the Colossians at the same
time, “take heed to the ministry
which thou hast received from the
Lord that thou fulfit 1t Yet 1t is
also said that Epapbras, of whom 8t.
Paul speaks as at Rome with him,
“my fellow-prisoner in Christ,"” was
Bishop of Cologsz. This agrees with
tho Aposile's words to tha Colossians
(iv. 12)- * Epaphrassslutes you, who
is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus,
who is always solicitous for you in
prayer that you may stand perfect and
just in all the will of God : for I bear
him testitaony that be hath much
labour for you, and for them that are
at Laodicea, and 1nr them at Hiera-
polis.” Probably botk may be true:
Epaphras the Bishop of Colosse, and,
during is captivity at Rome, Archip.
pus acting in his place, ‘ Bishop
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Auxiliary,” ns we should say in these
days,

Onesitmur was a glave in the house
of this rich and noble Colossian, and
Colossm was in Phrygia, and the Phry-
gian slave was even among slavos
namo of reproach ; the lowest of the
low was the lazy rascal from Phrygin.
But we noed not think so of Onesimus.
St. Paul olearly did not think so. In
tho hugo * slaverics ” of a wealthy
Roman, not a fow of whom had in
their own town-houso and farms or
country villus more than a thousand
slaves. ovory kind of labour, bodily
or mental, was dono by slaves. Thore
woro degrees of rank oven iu slave
lifo ; somo rose to bo petty ofticers in
tho houschold, having command over
others. The monagement of farmns,
the distribution of labour, the collect-
ing of rents, and the keoping of
accounts, might all be ia the bands of
slaves who had won their master's
confidence, and freedom was the prize
held out for deserving that confidence.
1f the master was a man of thought
v literary tastes, ho would look among
g slaves for help. For all thismany
of them must be woll educated, and
become more or lesy friends and cow
panioas of their masters, even while
their lives lay at his mercy, and were
sometimes sacrificed to his anger or to
his whim.

If 8o it was with the Roman, wmuch
more was it the case with the Greeks,
who were far kinder to their slaves
than the dwellers in the Empress
City, the masters of the world wbo in
some sense held all aen in bonds.
Still kinder and more careful would
be a master's conduct when he had
learned of God’s slave-death upon ihe
Cross, and the lessons which it taught

of humility and charity to all.

Clearly Onesimus, the profitable |
one, was among the more educated
and intelligent. * 1 would have re-
tained lim with me,” says St. Paul,
**that in thy stead he might have
ministered to me in the bonds of the
Gospel ;” and, playing on his name,
«he nath heretofore been unprofitable™
—no On:simus—* to thee, but now is
profitable " —Onesiinus in very truth
— both to me and to thee.” Is this
play on words unworthy of u great
Apostle, unworthy of Sacred Writ 2
Nay ! it was a privete letter, and if it
would help charity, why not muke
Philemon smiie? The Ssints and
the Church herself have not been
above such playfal jingling of sound
of words ; as when she notices that
“Ave" reverses * Eva,” and has
ymprisoned the sacred quip, like a fly
in amber, 1n one of her sweetest and
most undying hymns. The puns of
Bawnts might fill a long paper.

Well educated and intelligant Ones-
imus must have been; nor rieed we
think that his fault against his master
was of the gravest kind ; St. Paul does
not so think of it. *If he hath
wronged thoe in anything, or is in
thy debt, put that to my account. I,
Paul,” he adds in words that read
almost business-like, * have written it
with my own hand, I will repay it.”
8t. Paul had been in bonds two years,
he could not have been rich, the
injury could scarcely have been great, |
and be writes of it as an uncertain
matter ; possibly it was such injary
ag would arise from a slave’s absence,
or 3ome carelessness in accounts or
mismavagement 1n estates, rather
than intentiona! robbery. At all
events, he was now a ‘ most dear
brother,” ani he was going back to
s master to sabmit bimself entirely,
and to ando whatever wrong had been
done.

It was a private letter, yet St. Paul
knows the value of united prayer, and
he gamms on his side not only St.
Timothy, well known, probably, ts
Philemon, 1 whose name, 0s well as
his own he writes his appesl, but also,
being wise and prudent in his charity,

the partner of Philemon’s good works
who ministered to the Chuich in his

house, his wife, 8t. Appia. Partnor
also sho was, when the time camo, of
his martyrdom, for thus doos thn Ro-
man Martyrclogy toll of her death on
November 22 : ** At Colossm in Phry-
gia tho birtnday of S8. Philomon and
Appia, disoiples of St. Paul. In the
times of the Empoeror Nero the
heathen, on the Feast of Diana ""—we
know how great was the worship of
Dians in Ephosus and all that part of
Asin Minor—+* had rushed into tho
Church "—the Church was. in their
houso—+** all fled, but they remained,
wore seized, and by order of the chief
magistrate Artoclos werd scourged,
buried to the waist in the ground, and
so stoned.” A crunl martyrdom
indeed, the preparation for which could
have baon no other than a holy life.
It was to so saintly n couple, deserviog
alearly the praises ** our boloved fellow-
labourer ' and * our dearest sister,”
that the * old mun, now a prisoner of
Jesus Christ,” is pleading.

Surely the captive Apostle will gain
his prayer. It was o wise and gentlo
prayer. The Apostle does not con-
demn slavery as sinful and wrong.
Ho does not order, or oven counsel,
Philemon to discharge all his slaves.
1t was a state of society of which the
Church would get rid gradually, as
gradually her spirit leavened the whole
lump. He does not in hig authority as
an Apostle command Philemon to set
free even this one slave. It would be
2 good act t¢ do, but he will rob the
rich Colossian of no tittle of his merit.
He is yours, and you must give him
to God and return him to me as a
free gift. * Without thy counsel I
would do nothing, that thy good deed
might pot be as it were of necassity,
but voluntary.”

The prayer was granted ; it needs
no tradition to tell us that, our own
hearts make us certain; & friend of
St. Paul, from whom the Saint ** gave
thanks to God alwavs because he
heard of his charity and faith,” a
friend in whose obedience ho could
trust, knowing that you will do more
than 1 say.” who deserved that so
great & Prince of the Church should
bid hmna prepare a ledging for me ;"
one who knew the Apostle's heart so
well could not possibly refuse such a
petition on bebalf of ¢ his most dear
brother ” from Christ’s prisoner at
Rome. Onesimus was forgiven, wel-
comed as a brother, and the debt,
we may be sure, if such there was,
never asked from himself who had
nothing, nor from the prisoner who
had guaranteed its payment. BStill
further, he was sent back to St. Paul
in Rome, to * minister to him in the
bonds of the Gospel,” the educated
freedman, full of profit now to many.

St. Paul had been awaiting, now
for some twelve months, his trial in
Rome—t was his first imprisonment
—for the law dragged on 1800 years’
ago, as it drags on still, but he felt
confident of Ins release: “ I hope
that through your prayersI shall be
given unto you.” It was not, how-
ever, until arother spring had come
that he was aotually acquitted, and
able to pay his promised visit to the
rich man near the soures of the
Meander at Colossm. For not far
from the head of that river which has
given a word to the English tongue,
the many windings and muddy watezs
of which made fruitful all the land
through which it flowed, Colossm
stood ; an old famous city of which
Herodotus chats, telling how the river
Lycus, one of the feeders of the
Mceander, slips there for some half
mile beneath the soil, hiding atself,
mole-like, 1n & tunne! worked through
the porous rock. A famous city rich
with s fertilizing stream, with the
caravans of merchandise which paswed
through 1t to the geaports, with its
breed of glossy black sheep. As time
went 1t was outshone, indeed, by its
neighbour town of Leodicea and Hier-
apolis, this last a city sacred 1o the
nympks, for all around it bubbled u
hot springs, overy spring to Greeg
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thought tho home of a water-nymph,
notable springs which potrify all
things which thoy touch, leaving cliffs
whito as ohalk where thoy have over-
flowed tho hill-side, or building long
stone walls of u single unbrolien sto .=
in their course as thoy run on. We
shall ~iot wondor that these woro
signs of volcanic power working
beneath, and that Colossw is now a
shepherd’s mound, and that the splen-
dour of Hioerapolis and Laodioea, and
their etill grander though younger
8i- ,0r, Apamoa, often humbled, ofton
renowed, lios now still visible, indeed,
but visible only in the fragments of
broken columns, or tho rolics of vast
theatro or immense oircus bwilt into
or out of tho hillside.

It must have been o happy meeting,
the master and the slave, and the
saintly host and hostess with their
still more saintly guest ; the transtig-
uration of the slave must surely have
brought others to the Faith. But the
Apostle could not atay long, for he
was to jouri. ay, as somo of the Fathers
tell us, into Spain, there to preach the
Gosoel for some two years; happy
Spain, sacred by the labours of St.
James snd 8t. Paul, blessed to be the
mother of many and greatest Saints ;
blessed to be Hurope’s bulwark not
only against the ocean, but against
the still more furious attack of Turk
and of Protestant-—the Apostle nation
chogen to carry the Faith of ite Apostle
teachers across the Atlantic to new
worlde as yet unknown. It was here
in Spain that Onesimus would rigltly
earn the title giveu to him by the
Greeks of * Apostle.’” He seems to
have been soon ordained by St. Paul,
first as deacon, and no doubt soon as
priest ; but—still lngher—it would
gesm that the slave, whose conversion
iz well-nigh as striking as that of
St. Paul himself, was consecrated to
be Bishop. We have seen that while
Epaphras, the Bishop of Colossw, was
in prisan 1 Rome, Archippus was
made Bishop to act in his place ; and
80 Onesimus would seem to have been
meade Bishop Auxihary of Ephcsus, to
il the place of Timothy while he was
with his spiritual father in Rome, or
employad 1n patts of his Archdiocese
outside Ephesus. And, again to use
modern language, Onesimus was ap-
parently appointed with the right of
succegsion, it being understood that,
on the death of St. Timothy, he
should become the Bishop of the great
Metropolitan See of Ephesus. And
this may have been ihe case, oven
though on the death of St. Timothy,
the last of the Apostles, St. John,
yielded to the petition of the Ephasians,
angd himself acted for a while as their
chief ruler, Onesimus still retaining
dignity next to him.

So we find that when St. Ignatius,
Bishop of Antioch was being led to
Rome for his martyrde.n, he writes of
the kindness of Onesiuus, and of the
holiness of the united and faithful
Ephesians, who came out to greet and
cheer him on his way. It was in the
year afterwards, a.p. 109, that the
same Roman governor who had sent
Bt. Ignatius to his martyrdom, laid
hands upon the Archbishopof Ephesus,
the leading bishop of Asia Minor, and
sent him also to martyrdom at Rome.
And thers on February 16 the slave
wont to join his master and his
teacher, * & most beloved brother"”
indeed ; ¢¢ the birthday,” as the Romen
Martyrology calls it, of St. Onesimus,
of whom the Apostie St. Paul writes
to Philemon, whom 2also he ordained
as Bishop of Ephesus after St.
Timothy, ard committed to him the
Word to be preached. He was brought
in obains t¢ Rome, and for the faith of
Christ stoned.” Not tho death of the
Roman citizen by the sword, which
was given to St. Paul, nor the slave’s
oa" %+ she cross, which was the
egm’ lot f St. Peter; but the death
the blasphamer which ho sharedwith
St; Stephon, aqg glso with his saintly
owners 1n the ola times, 8S. Philemon
anf Appis.



