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sclves of the existence of this extraordinary ;a story such as that contained in the Book of,8ir Peregrine Maitland's Prize on

volume. 'T'he family went accordingly, and Mormon,

But thers aru other cirenmstauces

dug uvp the ground with implements provided; which explam the wonder. It appems that,

fur the pur} Jse.

But when tho chest had just in the year 1803, one Solumon Spaulding,

met their view, it was supernaturally removed  who had been previously a clergyman, sét
out of their sight.  Again they disinterred it, himsell to compnse a religions tale, based upon
but amidst thunder and lightning the same'lhc assumed faet that the North American Jn.
process was repeated, and they fled in terrar dians were descendants of tho lost trihes of

to therr home.  Joscph alone remained behind
them.

Isiacl.

As he proceeded in his story, he read
As he was slowly roturning to his'porlions of his manuseript 10 his neighbours,
house, he encountercd a dreadful vision of an, who became greatly interestedd in it, especially
angel, who in u fearful voico spoke to him,,n that part in wineh he fictitiously relaed,

whilst Jightning was flasling  around, op- how he had found an ancient record, imitaung
braiding him for the disabedience of which he tho style of the Old 'Uestament.  'Vhis voluine
hid been guilty, in commumeating the dread- wasafterwards put intothe hands of a bookseller

ful secret. Ho was afterwards sent alone to

for publicauon, and whilst this was copied by

the spot, and was commauded to take the Hidney Rigdon, wha, it is to bo observed, was

chest, and to bury 1t under his hearth-ston
but forbidden to wvestigate s contents. ‘Po-!
pether with the bouk, he professed to havc:
found two stoues, designated in his first nar-
ratives a pair of spectacles, but afterwards
termed ¢ the Urim and Thummim’~¢ two trans-
parent stones, set in the two rims of 2 bow,’
which were to enable hun to decipher !hese‘
wonderful records. Dr. Authon, of whom we

shall speak hereafter, relates: —*The way 'Bnok of Mormon, which came forth fromibiliny, was born in Portsmouthy, in 1766,

Sr:\uldmg‘s brother declared that the peetend-
ed Scriptures were altagether compited from
his deceased brother’s maauseript, ‘The widew
of Spaulding bore the same testimony ; and
it is added, that the neighbo= o whom the
origginal tale had been read, wstantly vecogniz-
cd the production with which they had been

¢, one ol the promaters of the Moron imposture.

18810118,

The sum of £1000 having bLeen nccepted
1by the Umiversity of Cambridge for the pur
Iuosc of instituting a pnize, to be called © Sir
Peregrine. Matland's Prize,” for an English
esgay on some subject connected with the pro-
pagation of the gospel through missionary
exertions in Indwa and other parts of the hea-
then warld, the prize to be given once inevery
three years, the Vice-Chancellor grives uotice
that the prize will tlus year be gaven for the
est essny on the following subject :—*"The
Religious History of the Sikhs, considered
with especial reference to the Prospevts of
Christianity 1 North-West India”  Sir Pere-
grine Maitland was a devoted friend of Christ-
ian missions, and a zcalous promoter of the
cause of Christ in Iudia.

s~ A P

John Pounds, the founder of the
Ragged Schools.

John Pounds, the eripple and the cobbler,

herctofore familiar, as incorperated in the,yet, at the same time, one of nature’s true no-

s

that Smith made his translations and trauscripts, Joseph Smith as a newrevelation from hemven. fither was a sawyer, employed in the royal
‘ pisy I 14 )

was the following: Although in the same'R:gdnn demed, indecd, the whole transaction ; jdock-yard,

" yoom, a thick curtin or blanket was suspended,
between them, and Smith, concealed behind’
the blanket, pretended to Jook through ins
spectacles or transparent stones, and would,
then write down or repeat what he saw, whicl,

but in sv abusive a style and manner, as by no
weans 10 add to our convietion of his veracity.

¢ The manner in which this pretended re-
velation is compiled, is extremely clumsy and
illuesate.

At fitteen, young Pounds met
with an necident, which disabled him for hfe.
During the greater part of his beuevolent ca-
reer, he hved in a small weather-boarded tene-
ment m St. Mary’s Street, Portsmouth, where

Such phrases as the followg are|lic toight be seen every day, seated an his stool,

when repeated aloud, was written down.’ frequent :—* 1 saith nnto themn’—¢ these thruigsjmending shoes in the midst of hig busy little
The severest judgmenmts were denvunced had not ouvght to be'—¢ ve saith unto hint’—[school.” One of his amusements was that of
agaiust ie scribe, 1 he should presume to;‘ ve are ke uma they.” The mariner's cown- reannyg singing-birds, jass, and parrots, whiel
draw nesr 10, or even to Jook upon Smith pass is spoken of as having piloted these an. ke so perfectly domesticated that they hved

- whilst thag dictatng,

was largely engaged n this woik of transcrip-
tion, and at length, under theso avspices, what
13 called * The Book of Mormon,” was hrought
forth to the world asa new revelation, It
proft-..s to have heen wnlten on galden plates,
in a mysterious character, which only Smith
himself was able to read, and he simply by a
supernatural impulse. Iis comems relate to
difierent periods, and comtawn fifteen books,
the productions of as muny anthors. 1t com-
prehends a period of a thousand years, from
the time of Zedekiah, king of Judah, down to
the year 420.

* About the same time a document was put
forth, bearing the names of Qliver Cowdery,
David Whitmer, and Murtin Iarsis, declaring
that an angel from heaven had shewed them
the golden plates, and commanded them to
bear witness to J. Smith’s testimony.  Simul-
taneously another paper wus pat forth hy
eight ather witnesses, declaring that they had
seen the plates, which bore the appearance of
gold, and that they had also seen the engrav-
gs upen them. Such, thea, is the basis of
the Mormon imposture, Joseph Swith, who
appears to have had Mohammed in hig eye,
and to have imitated some of his leading trans-
actions, professes a new revelation, declaves
that an angel from heaven has directed him to
a Divine Book, Jung hidden from the world ;
supports his declaration by bringing forward
three witnesses, who avow they have seen an
angel, who corroborates Smith’s statements,
and eight others, who declare that they have
seen the golden volume. But it remains in-
wsible to all other eyes, and is, as Marmonites
pretend, divinely shut up from the view of all
besides. On this testimony, the Baok of
Mormion claims to be received as a speeial re-
velation from God ! 1! . . .

It may appear strange, that an illiterate
usn like Smith should have been able 1o favent

1!

knowa not to have been apphied as a nantical
mstrument until many ages later than the
professed petiod. The Messiah is called by
names not kuown at all to ancient Hebrews,
and of well known Greek origin, . .

Tt was about this time that one of the
leaders of the Mormomtes, Sidney Rigdon,
promulgated the abhorrent doctrine of plurality
of wives, in imitation of Mohammed himself—
a doctrine which San'h was regarded as great-
ly favouring.  Swith now at the very height
of Ins ambition, was put forward as a candid-
ate for the Presidentstup of the United States,
and published what he termed ¢ General
Smith’s Views of the Government and Policy
of the Umited Sgptes.” Tt is ncedless to say
that his pretendgilis were regarded in the main
with contempt. “Soan after this, the accusa-
tion against Smith of promoating the ¢ spicitual
wife’ doctrine, sustained, as it was, by the
affidavits of sixteen persons, led to the des-
struction by the Marmone of the newspaper
which had published them, aud thence to a
serious conflict between the Mormonites of
Nauvoo and the surreunding inkabitants, in the
course of which Joseph Smith aud his brother
were shot.  ‘The prophet’s death gave ® him
a power, which itis probable lus life, had it
been prolonged, would have utterly prevented
—he became enshrined and worshipped.

¢ After the death of Joseph Smith, Sidney
Rigdon endeavoured to vault into the vacant
chair, His reputation was, however, so low,
that this was found to be impossible. He was
expelled from the society, and Brigham Youn
was appointed the leader,—a post which he
still holds.
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An association has been formed in Scotland
in aid of the * Society for Exploring and
Evangelizing Central Africa. by mesns of]

Native Agency.”

One Sidney Rigdon cient Israclies upon their voyage, though well. harmomonsly with is eats and gumnea-pge.

Otien, st is said, might a canary-bird be secn
petched upon one shoulder, and a cat upon the
other.  During the Jatter part of lus hie, how-
ever, when Ius scholars became so nunerons,
fie was able 1o keep fewer of these duiestic
creatres. Poor as he was, and entirely de-
pendent upon e hard labour of s hands, he
nevertheless adopted a litle cripple nephew,
whom he educated and cared for with truly
pateinal love, und, in the end, established
comfortably in hfe. It was out-of this con-
uexion that his avtewpts and success in the
work of educaton arose.  Xle thought. mn the
first instance, that the boy would leamn better
with a companion ; he obtained one, the son of
a wretchedly poor mother; then ancther and
another was added, aad he found so much
pleasure in hisemployinent, and wasthe means
thereby of effecting sa much goud, that, in the
end, the number of his scholars amounted to
about forty, including a dozen gitls.

His humble workshop was about six feet by
eighteen, in the midst of which he would
sit, engaged in that labour by wiich he
won his bread, and auending, at the same
time, to the studies of the linle erowd around
hiln. So efficient was John Pounds® modo of
education, to say nothing ahout ts being per-
feetly gratuitous, that the candidutes were al-
ways numerous. He, however, 1nvariably
gave the preference to the worst, as the poos-
est children—to the littde ¢¢ blackguards,’ as
he called them. He has been known to follaw
such to the Town Quay, and offer them the

Z1bribe of a roasted potato if they would come to

his school. His influence on these degraded
children was extraordinary.

As a teiwcher, his manners were pleasant
aud facetious. He amused his ** little black-
guards” while he taught them. Many hun-
dred persons, now living usefully and credit-
ably in life, owe the whole formation of their



