
In NOTA SCOTIA AND TDE .IDJOINING PROVINCES. 1i

TLhe Evangelical Alliance. the year in a different manner. The 29th
.- i June, 1866, according to tradition, will be

The Nineteenth Conference of the Evange- i t ie 1800th anniversary of the martyr-
tical alliance has been held at Hull. Among dom of St. Peter, and the Pope it is rumor-
those who tonk an active share in its business ed will celebrate the event by corivoking ail
may be mentioned the Hon. J. W. Van Loon, 1 the catholic bishops of the church nt Rome.
of Amsterdam, Supreme Judge of Holland ; i It is plain that there is no lack of courage of
Re. Dr. Blias, of 'the United States, Presi- a kind in the proceedings of the Vatican, for
dent of the Protestant College at lleyrout ; ' in addition to the Encyclical that lately as-
Pasteur Revel, President of the Walden&ian tonished the world, denouncing ail progresu
College, Florence ; Pasteur Casalis, of Paris, and innovations in church and state, an al-
and Pastor Beskow, of Stockholm. Some locution he just becn delivered which is
interesting information was communicated levelled at Freemason brotherhoods and all
regarding the progress of the Gospel in Con i- secret societies. No one can tell what th4
tinental countries. M. Revel remarked that next eighteen months will bring round in the
Italy formed at present one of the most favor- history of Italy and the Papacy. It is, how-
able fields in the world for Evangeliatie la- ever, gratifying to find both that th e civil
bours. At Brescia, for example, on the very government of the country gets more const-
bordera of Austria, the ground iad been 'idated, and that the streaks ot evangelical
broken by a colporteur, three years ago, Bell- light are shoot ing here .and there over the
ing a number of Bibles, -and now there were firmament.-Ib.
:ixty-five communicants. Sinilatreaults had
taken place at Milan, Como Turin, Alexan- -o-

*dra, Genoa, Civita Vecchia, Lucca, Elba, 1
Florence, and Naples. At Florence they Madagascar.
were printing an edition of the " Pilgrim's Pt o-
gres" of 10,000 copies, and a great number Mr. Consul Packenham, of Madagascar,
of other books of religiousinstruction. Pas- has pub!ished a report to Guvernment, il]
tor Beskow, of Stockholm, observed that a the course of which he gives a favorable viev
great revival was going on in Sweden, which of the state of the native Christians in the
might be said te have begun almost with the capital of the island. Five thousand profess
century. For himself, he had te preach every Christianity in Antananarivo, of whom the
<sy. At first the people had been forbidden greater portion are Protestants ; and should
to hold prayer meetings, but they would not the present Hova Government continue tol-
give them up, and by-and-by the restriction erant, t here is every prospect ,f Christianity
was removed. • The lon. J. W. Van Loon spreading. Education is inaking progresa
gave a somewhat dark account of the state of among aIl classes. Besides a large school
religion in Holland, but expressed the hope opened by the Queen for the instruction cf
that the Alliance, by holding its next annual the officers of ber hnusehold, and confided to
conference at Amsterdam, would help te pro- a native teacher, there are at the capital seven
mote -the spiritual good of the country. Dr. sehools belonging to the English Protestant,
Blis, in speaking of the religious condition and three to the French Roman Catholic,
of Syria, referred to the importance of the re- misqionaries, all well attended.
cent translation of the Bible into Arabic, andI "The members of the present Hova Go-
to the purpose of the college with which he vernment. with one or two "xceptions, belong
vas connected, which, was to train native to the old heathen Conservative party, are
ministers for the East. Among the most opposed to an extended intercourse with Eu-
prominent of the miscellaneous papers read roppans, and to the spread of Christianity !i
was one by the Rev. Dr. McCosh, Professor Madagascar. If left to the bent of their na-
in Queen's College, Belfast, on the char,.cter- tural inclinations, they vould gladly revert
istics of the Broad Church and the Narrow to the old system in force during the reign of
Church in ail denominations.-Su»day Mag- Queen Ranavalona. The fear of complica-
ezine. tions with the British and French Govern-

-o-- ments alone prevents their doing se. The
limited views of the nsajority embrace the

]ome. present only, without concern for the future;
and te secure that present, as regards their

The year 1866 has been long looked for- own position and influence, is their aim and
ard to by interpreters of prophecy-as one ambitior. The regenerating effects of civille

bat would mark an important epoch in the zation, and the progressive moral advance-
ownfall of the Papacy. When the Emperor nent attending the spread of Christianity,
f the French fixed on that year as the time are consequently not only feared, but sought
ben he would withdraw bis troops frotm to be resisted by means of a restrictive policy.
one, the expectation that some decisive Under existing circumstances, therefore, we

hange would take place then was greatly can scarcely look forthe development of the
uickened. It appears, however, that the resources of Madagascar, for administrative
ope tnd bis advisers are bent on signalizing reforms, improvement in the .ocial conditicn


