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The translation of the Beigiaii note, which was handed t4î
Ambassador Sharp with the Entente repiv. foiiows.

"The Government of the King, which has assoeiated itseif
with the answer banded b: the President of tute French Councîil
to the Ainerican Amb--assadt(or on behaif of aIl, is particuiarly
(iesirous of paying tribute to the sentiment of bunianit ' whichl
proînpted the President of the United States t,- send his note to
the belligerent powers, and it highly esîeems the friendship ex-
pre.ssed for belgium tbrcugh lus 'kindiy intermediatioi. It
desires as mueli as Mr. Woodrow Wilson to see the present w-ar
cnded as earlv as possible.

"*But the President sm t<) heieve that the statesmen of
the two opposinig camp, pursue t he samnP objeûts of w-ar. Tbh'
examp<. uf Belgiuin uîîfortunaîiv demoiustrates that tliis i: ini
nu Nvise4 the fact. lielgi-tni bia- never, lik(e hC (entral Powers,
aimed at conquests. The barborouis fashion n which the jerunan

Uox-emerthas Ire-ated, an<l is stili treating, the Belgilan nation
does flot permit the suppesition that (X-rmany nill preoccupy
herself w-itb guaranteeing in the future the rights (if the weak
nations wbich she has noi ceased to trample und-cr fout ,;ince the
war, let loo.-e by ber, hegaù to desolate Europe. On the other
hand, the Gox-ernmcnt of the King bas noted %vith pleasure and
with confidence tbe assurances tbat the United States is impatient
bu cu-o)pe.e-it in the nie.sures w hich %vili he taken after the' ('efi--
ciusicn of p('a(e lu protect and gu.raatvv< the small nations
àgaînst vioi nicc and uppre'sion.

iPreviotý to tlic <'rînan uiltimatuim. Beliunî unix- aspired
tu live tip<in gorid tf'rms with ill ber neighbors; she praetised
with .scruptilouls lovait,, tow-ards ecd une of tbemn the duties
irnpose(1 by lier neutralhty, hI tlic same manner she lias been
rewarded by Germiany for thle confidence she placed in ber, tbrough
whiclî from one day * v flitc other, withriiit any plausible renson.
ber neut,-aiitv was vioiated, and the Chancellor of tbe empire,
when annoiincing to the Reichstag this violation of rigbt and of
treaties, was ol)liged to recognize the iniquity of such an &et, and
predetermnine thlat it wvouid be repair-d. But tbc Germans,
after thie occupation of Beigian territorx-, have dlispiayo<n 40btter
ul)5se-ince of thie tiles of international iaw or the stipulations
of Thli Hlague Convecntion. Thevy have, hy taxation, as uv
as il, is arbitrary-, draineil ftic resources of the country; the.% have
intentionaiiv ruined its induistries, dcstroycd wboie citie4, pit te
dcaxlî and Iml)risonc(l a consideral'le nunîber of inKabitants.
Even now, îvhile the 'v are ioudiy prociaiming their desire to pt
an end to the luorrors of ivar, bhey inerease flic rigours of tlickie-


