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CONFLICT OF JUrnulAL DECISIONS-EX PARTE GEORGE H. MARTIN.

what tlsa Law' Time8 bas to say of oursalves.
For once wa are driven to, beliave that Our
aYes are no longer to ha trusted. Besidas thse
nsethod of cura already proclaimed, thse Law
Times lias a sovereign remedy for the maladies
of bis patient. 'Let the "Law Reports" hny
up the LAw JOURNAL.' Tise Law Times says
tisera is no mom for two monthly reports.
We deny the axiona, holding that free trada
in reporting and fair competition ara absolutely
esscntial. Monopoly would produce delay,
inferior work, and increaseti prica. But aven
if monopoly w as desirable, what could ha more
extraordinary than tha proposition of tha Law'
Timeas? 0f course, if solvencymneans- a serias
of dead losses, power to purchasa may ba
cquivalent to inability to pay debts. But of
ail the brilliant suggestions ever offered to a
coucarn, nonie aver excecded the notion of
buying up an immense rival business with tise
snm of 8,0001. debt8,-Lee Jornal.

,?ONFLICT 0F JUDICIAL DECISION.
It is a great avil w-han cases disagrea as they

do so conspicuously in many departments of
out. law. We are sure, hoýwever, that it is
not a grenter evil w han by reason of the diver-
gence of judicial opinion causes go undecided
or decideti only in a partial and unsatisfactory
ma inner. Recenti., the Common Law Courts,
w-hic-h cani alona givo us examples of this,
have beau very prolific, and we shall direct
attention to one or two instances.

Very numeroos are tisa cases in which a
cingle member of thse court stands alone in
bis opinion, as did BRAMxvELL, B. in a most
important shipping casa reporteti this week ;
andi as did BOVIn., C. J. in a casa of equal
mioment affecting deetis of composition, aiso

r eported this week. Where this incident takas
p.ace in the court below, we are not sO muais
di sposetoconsplain, becauseitssowsahealthy
cOite of thought and an independence of opin-
ions wisich is of advantaga to tisa comrunity.
But it is otiserwise w-han a division arises in
a court of error, so as exactly to cut thse court
in two, and leave the decision appaaled froin,
iXi statu quo. A glarinig instance of this is
noticed l'y our, reporter in the Court of Ex-
chequer Chamber. The question involvati
tise intrusion of the siserifl. In the Court of
Exc-hequer Barons Martin anti Bramwell de-
ciulot ggairist thse privilege, contrary to the
jutigmeni, of tise Lord Chief Baron. UTpou tis
appeul, tisree Justices, of tihe Queen'c Beucis
concurreti witis thse jutigmant of Barons Martin
andt Bramweil, whiist three Justices of the
Conion Pleas concurrei w-itis the jutigment
of tha Lord Chief Baron. Thus tise appeal
fell througis. If an appeliate court thus divi-
des itself in sncb equal proportions is it sur-
prising f hat ta-elve jurywen should sometimes
fioti it difficuit to agrea ?

Buot ttsss is not ail. lJpon tise question
-abat are anti what are not riecessaries, tise
court of appeal w as cqually at sea, and after
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deliberating for three quarters of an hour, it
w'as ar.nounced that jutigment must remain
suspendati, further tirne being requiredl for
consideration. We sincerely hope that when
judgment is delivered we shal nlot flnd one
Jutige reading the opinion of himself andi two
others, and the fourth Jutige readiog the opin-
ions of hiroseif and the remaining Jutiges,
but that cave xviii ba takan to arrive at sorne
unanimous jutigment, even if sonie concession
has to be madie upon one side or the other.

We do flot say that these divisions rcflcct
upon the capacities of the Judges, but we feel
bounti to say that they make Our systema of'
administering justice appear very contempti-
hie at times, and would induce us to wisli that
single Judges should preside as in equity,
were it flot that we sea manifest disadvantage
attaclsing to such a tribunal at common law.
Every effort shoulti ha matie to giva at least a
semblance of authority to the judgments of
the Court of Faxchequer Chamber. Its pras-
ent mode of conducting its business is the
strongest argument in favour of its abolition,
and the adoption of the House of Lords as the
only court of appeal.-Law Times.

TuE OPINON OF TEE PnoFxssor.-When a
text-writer, an ativocate, or a partisan is put
in the wrong or otherwisa annoyeti by a judi-
cial decision, ha consoles himef by saying
that the 'opinion of thsa profession' is the other
way. So Mr. Wha]ley say s tîsat tise jutigment
of the Quaen's Beach, in contiemning tisa 'Con-
fassional Unmasked,' bas axcited murmurs iu
Westminster Hall. Tisere are always oua or two
wrongheaded Joaniluevery profession, oponwhomn
tisa uniteti authority of any nunaber of jutiges
would hava no effent; but it is our belief that,
-with anme such possibla exceptions, the decision
bas alicteti universal approbation-Law 7ime.

ONTARIO REPORTS.

COMMION LAW CHAMBEllS.

EX. PARTE GEoRnes HrNasu MaARTN.

.Ext,-aditioe obshon Treoty-Con. Stol. Cau., cap. 89-
Stat. 2h. Vie c-ap. e 29 & 30 Vie., top. 1,) lltgularityo f
Prcedioq -Adoiioobitity o)fEtoiclort.

Whero a pyisonor in eusody und, r the Aolïhnotoo Treaty
obtained a hahoas corpus aood te tior-îiK for Sois dislourge,
it was hell that the aorgtument os ta the regularity or or-
ro"ularoty of the initiufory proeeedings, sutb, sea infofina-
tien, warrant, &c., was a inatter of no eonseqine'o the
noutorial question boing, whether Otoron on ciisaoly-
tbotro wuo a suffitient case mnado out to justify tio eoini-
raitmtint for the crime0 churged.

it wus hold thot certified copies of depositions swern in
tho Ujnited States, after proteodings hati beon iiintiatoti
in Canada, andi aftor the arst loa Canula, wore admnis-
sible evidente before thc Police, Mu1gi -trato.
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MleMiehetüel abtaineti a hableas corpus directeti to
the Gaolar of tise Gaol in Hamilton, where thea
prisener wss confineti, to have his bodiy befora tise
presiding jîstlje in Chambers, &c., anti at thse
sanie tins ha obtaineti a writ of ceo-/orcni undier
29-30 Vie cap. 45, adtiressed to tha Police
1rlagistratc of thse City of Hlamilton, foi a raturn


