
trnes presents a banded st ftr ind is occaiionally quite slaty, boing
freqîîently marked with spots, veinings ani stripes of various colors.
The coarser fibrous varieties are known as 1)icrolite andi baltituorite;
the fibres themselves being devoid nf tbie soft silky chairacter and lustre
whiclî is a 1)eculiarity of the better kinds of the variety known a3
chrysolite or the asbcstus of commnerce.

Asbestus is therefore scen to present a great varicty of formns, and
in some one or more of these it is found at varions places over the
greater part of the surface of the globe. Amiong these inay bc men-
tioned in Europe, simali deposits in. Englaud, Scotland and Ireland; in
France to a liniited extent, except in the extremie southeast iii Savojy,
more abundantly in Italy and Portugal, and on the island of Corsica,
,where the beautifully silky variety, amnianth us, is quite abundant.
In Germany, ]3avaria, the Pyernees, Russiat, Norwazy and Sweden de-
posits of greater or less extent have been fûtind.

Ein South Africa the peculiar bluisli variety, crocidolite, bas al-

ready been eè rdto, and recent reports state that extensive dîeposits
-of ashestus occur in thie serpentine beits of Kimberley, in -%vich the

<lianiond diggings also are situated. Ashbestuis lias also been found in
South Anmerica, in Brazil, in Atistralia, and in Asia Minor. In
seve.ral parts ot Newfoundland, excellent libre, more particularly '<f

the variety known as chrysotile, is knowa to occur, and in the United
States it is aiso foul in conLqectic. with the serpentinous rock of the

eastern mountain range in nearly every Statu froni Mainle to Georgis.
ýOu the west coast also it is relported in considerable quantity Iroui
California and British Columbia, and as far nortb as Alaska, while its
presence in the rocks of Ontario and Quebec lias been recognized for
i.âany years. With such a widely extended distribution, *herefore, it
wouh: seein natural that, the supply of t:ie m2aterial should b,; practically
4rnlimited. Such, howdver, does flot appear to, be the case; siace in
many of these places thc quantity i.s so small as not to be available

for general use, and lu others the qmîality is such as to bc econooeica1ly
valuable ouly for the ix< rior purposes of manufacture; while in others
again the difficulties of access precludle ail possihility of sur'cessful min-
ing, for years to corne at least. Prior to 1880, the greater-part of the

âne fibre adapted for spinnîng caine frorn the mines of Italy and


