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The amnount of literature relating to the study of plmnLs wvichi
lias appearcd during the last five years is truly astonjishing. For
a quarter of a. century or more Gray's Lessons wvith plants mas
the standard class-roomi botany. About the ime bis Il Newv
Manual '' was publisbied, iii 1887, there appeaied also otber books
presenting the stucly of botany in quite a dlifferent inanner. Since
that time, eacli year bmas marked divergences of opinion arnong
botanists regarding teaching metbods.

Gray's Lessons clid not take up the subjeet frorn the present
da), point of viewv of botanicat science. It is a question wvitb narny
wbether the botanical science standpoint is best for thè pupil-
tbe average pupil. Thiere are niany text-books for tbe student of
botany. Tbe admirable wvorlk: of Coulter, Barnes, Atkinson and
Cationg are wvritten for tbe college student. Tbere are a fewv
text-books for the pupil. In the present day botany, indivicluals
of tbe plant kingdorn illustrating its lowest and simplest forrns are
studiect first. More complete forms are examined in natural order
and regular sequence. This is the logical, scientific method, the
one approved by those versed in pedagogy.

Bailey's Botany Il is made for the pupil," so its author an-
nounces. " There are four gen eral subjects in the book ;The
nature of the plant itself; the relation of the plant to its surround-
ings; histological studies; determînation of the kinds of plants."
The author's position on tbe teaching of botany in the secondary
school has no doubt been much influenced by bis intimate asso-
ciation with tbe Nature study movemient in New York, whicb iii
itself bas been a great training scbool, is as follovs : "In the
secondary schools botany should be taugbit for the purpose of
bringing the pupil dloser to the things wvith wvhich he lives, of
widening his horizon, of intensifying bis bold on lite. Lt should
begin vwith, familiar plant forins and plienomena. It should be
related to the e-xperiences of tbe daily life. It sbould not be taught
for tbe purpose of making the pupil a specialist; that effort sbould
be retained for the few xvbo clevelop a taste for special knowledge.


