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separated them early in lif<e.. The eldest boy had takea.
the Queen's shilling and gone to India; the second was
a sailor, whilst the only daughter had married and was
now far away in Anierica, living, as it was supposed, soine-
wbere in the State of Fennsylvania.

Mrs. McCormick had found it difficuit to bring up lier
boy with anything like adequate kno-wledge of his re-
ligion. There ivas no Catholic priest iii the town of
X-, the nearest beîng ninie miles a-way.

But to a Çatholic miother, the love of God takes prece-
dence over everything else, aud, to the best ofhler abilit3,
she liad groulided, lier child iu the principal mysteries
of religion. She was a proud iother the day she set out
for the neigliboring city Nvliere the piestwas living, and
belield lier beloved boy niake his First Communion..

IlMother, 1>11 do as you say," replied Barney, between
bis solis. Il Vll say iy prayers and l'il go to, Confession,
but doD't die, inother2'

But inotlier did die, axid after Barnev lad beheld hier
lowered into, the grave, and -Mehe li ad alnîost wvept biis
little heart ont, lie was g]ad to, retire to the house of a
sympathizing friend, and tliere struggle withi tlie iirst great
sorrow lie liad kuown.

Fortune seenied to liave singled ont the youug- orphan
for a seafariug life. At an early age lie ivas eniployed to,
do odd jobs uponi the sinahl craft engaged iu the local
trade. As bis acquaintance wvith the sea grew, the desire
of 'Ilgoing to, sea," in the strict seuse of thec word, iu-
creased-

Day by daythe love for -his calling grewv upon hiini-be
longed to, be free, to visit, foreigui lands, to lie considered
an able seanian. Sucli aspirations, added to, the fact that
those wlth whoui lie -ças tbrown were not Cathiolics,
blasted the early impressions of bis religious teachiug.
'%Vlat wonder if he grew negligent about bis prayers!


