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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE RATTLE SNAKE.

Of the Rattle Suuke, which s bred both
in North and South Ameriea, butin vo part
of the olll world, the colour is yellowssh
brown above, marhed with broad transverse
bars of black. Both the jaws are furnish-
of with small teeth, and the upper one has
fout large ineurvated and pondedtangs, At
the hase of eachis a round onfice, openmg
into a hollow that appears agun near the end
of the teoth in the foim ot a small chamel ;
these teeth wray be raised or compressed.
When the ammals arein the adt of nting,
they turee the fatal juice out of o gland near
the roots of the teeth. Thisis received -
to the round orifice of the teeth, conveyed
through the tube into the channel, and from
thence with unerring  direetion mto the
wonnd. The tail is furnished with a vattle,
causistiue of joints luosely connected ; which
aunually increase in number til they amount
to about forty. The young Suakes, orthose
of a1 year or two old have no rattie at all.

As the tail of these Snakes, winch e the
sost dreaded of all Serpents, keeps vattling
upart the slightest motion, passencers are
R thus providentially wemed of thew ap-
proach to them,  In five weather the notice
is always given, but not always in riiny
weather; this inspires the lndans-with o
dread of wravelling among the woods 1n wet
seasous.  In addition to this circumstance,
the odour of the Rattle Snake isso extreme-
ly foetid, that when it .basks 1n the sun, or
isirritated, it is often discovered by the scent
before it is either seen or heard. Horses
sud cattle frequently discover it by sceut,
and escape ata distance; but swhen the Ser-
pent bappens o he to leeward of their course,
they sciuetimes encounter its venom. it
B nwst, however, be remarked, that the Snake
b is not the agpressor ; 1t bemp perfecily m-
R offensive to mankind, except when pro-
£ veked.  In fact, italways tries to avoud the
wesence of man,  Iastauices have even been
: Luown of its being tamed; and becoming ex-
W cecdingly gentle and docile.

B The usual motiun of the Rattle Snake is
B with its head to the ground. W hen, how-

¥ ever, it is alsymed, it coils its body intoa
# circle, with its head erect, and its eyes flam-
B ing in a terrific manner.  But it cannot pur-
g sue rapidiy and hasno power of springing on
R ts cnemy.

PQMP E1L.—Concluded.
g The temple of the pantheon is 2 magnifi-
eent ruin, and must have been one of the
BB choicest insPPompeii. Its walls are dec-
B orated with exquisite paintings in fresco,
B arabesques, mosaics, &¢., and itscourt1s one
k hundred and eighty feet lung, #1d two hun-

dred and thirty broad, and confains an altar,
around which are twelve pedestals for sta-
tuesand the twelve priveipal deities of the
auncieants..  Gutters of marble ave placed at
the base of the triclinium, to carry away the
blood of the victims. A thousand coins of
brouze, and furty or fifiy of silver, were
found near the sanctuary.

Ve passed on to the Curea, a semicir-
culur building, for the discusdion of matters
of religion by the magistrates ; a temple of
Romulus; the remans of a temple of Janus ;
a splendid brilding called the Chalcidicam,
canstructed by the priestess Bumachea and
her son, and dedicated asa temple of con-
cord, aud came at last, hy a vegulur ascent,
into a large and spacivus square called the
Foruwm Civile. 'This purt of the city of
Pompe’i must have been extremely impos-
ing, Porticoes, supported by noble colunms,
encompussid its vust area the pedestalsof
coliossal statucs, crected to distinguished
ciuzens, are placed at the corners ; at the
northren extremity rose a stately temple of
Jupiter, on the right was another temple to
Veuus 5 beyond, a large public edfice, the
use of which is not known ; scross the nar-
row street which bounds it, stood the Basi-
hica, an immense building which served asa
court of justice und an exchange.

We passed out at the gate of the city,
and stopp~d ata sentry-box, in which wis
found a skeleton in full avmour—a soldier
who had died at his post! From hence
formerly the road descended direetly to the
sea, and for some distance was lined on
cither side with the magnificent tombs of
the Pompeans. Among them was that of
the vestal virgins, left unfinished when the
city was destroyed ; a very handsome tomb
in which was found the skeleton of 2 woman,
with a lamp in one hand and jewels m the
other, (who had probably attempted to roh
befare her flight,) and a very handsome
square monunent, with a4 beautiful reliero
on one of the slabs, represeuting (as em-
biematic of death) a ship furhug her sails
on coming into port. Near one of the
large family sepulchres stands a small semi-
circular room, intended for the funeral feast
after o burial ; and there were found the
remains of three menaround a table scatter-
ed with relics of ameal. They were over-
whelmed ere their feast was concjuded over
the dead.

The principal Inn of Pompeii was just
insida the gate. -We went over the ruins of
it. The skeleton of an ass was found chain-
ed to a ring in the stable and the tiro of a
wheel lay in the court yard. Chequersare
painted on the side of the doorasasign.

Below the tombs stand the *¢ suburban
villz of Diomed,” one of the most sumptu-
ous edifices of Pompeii.  Flere was fonnd

every thing that the age could furnish for the
dwellings of a man of wealth, Statues
frescos, jewels, wine, houschold utensils of
every description, skeletons of servants and
dogs, and every kind of elegant Turniture.
The fumily was large, and in the first mo-
ment of terror they all retreated toa wine
vault underthe villas, where their skelctons
(18 grown persons and 2 children) were
found seventeen centuries after ! There was
reaily something startling in walking thede-
serted vooms of this beautiful villa—more
than one feels elsewhere in Pompeii—for it
1s more like the elegunce and taste of our
own day ; and with the brightness of the pre-
served walls, and the certainty with whick
the use of cach room is ascertained, it scems
asif the living inhabitant would step from
some corner and welcome you. The figures
on the walls are as fresh as if done yester-
day. The baths look asif they might scarce,
be dry from use. It secems incredible that
the whole Clristian age has elapsed since
this was a human dwelling—occupied by its
last family while our Saviour was walking
theworld.

1twould be tedious to enumerate all the
curious places to which the guide led us in
this extraordinary city. On our return
through the streets, among the objects of in~
terest wasthe house of Sallust the historian,
& <id not think, when reading his beautiful
Latin in school, that I should ever sit down
in his parlor! Sallust was rich, and hisg
house is uncommn:only handsome. Mere is
his chamber, his inner court, his kitchien,
his garden, his dining room, his guest cham-
ber, all perfectly distinguishable by the
symbolicaq frescos on the walls, In the
court was a fountain of pretty construction,
and opposite, in the rear, was a flower-garden
containing arrangements for dining in open
air in summer. The skeleton of afemale,
(s?posed to be the wife of the historian)
and three servants, known by their different
ornameiits, were found near the door of the
street,

We passed a druggist’s shop and a cook-
shop, and entered, treading on a beautiful
mosaic floor, the ¢ house of the dramatic
poet” so named, from the character of the
paintings with which it is ornamented
throughout. The frescos found here are the
finest ancient paintings in the world, and
from some peculiarity in the rings upon the
fingers of the female figures, they ave sup-
posed to be family portraits. With assis-
tance like this, how easily the imagination
re-peoples these desarted dwellings !

A heavy shower drove us to the shelter of
thewine vaults of Diomed, as we were step-~
ping into our carriage to return to Naples.
Ve spent the time in exploring, and found
some thirty or forty carthen jars; still hall-




