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being or hereafter to be lald out and ereoted,
{except as hereinafter provided with respect to
buildings).”

It was urged by counsel for the defendant
that the word *‘obstruction” meant something
of a permanent nature, and did not apply at
all to a velocipede in motion, which takes up
no more room than a single person. But
Adam Wilson, J., in discharging the rule re-
marked—

¢ A velocipede, I should say, may be an obstruc-
‘tion or encumbrance on a sidewalk; All that has
to be done is to give the words a reasonable lati-
tude in interpretation, just as we have to do when
we use them. Now, to ordinary comprehension,
.a horse, or a waggon, or a drove of sheep or oxen,
driven along the sidewalk, would be understood
t0 be an obstruction or encumbrance to the legiti-
mate use of it by those desirous of using it.

T understand this language off the Bench, though
not the most exact or scientific, and I do not know
why I should not understand it as sufficiently
precise for the purpose on the Bench; and I un-
.derstand it to mean, that whoever, by any of the
means described in the by-law, prevents foot trs-
wvellers from the free, safe, and convenient use of
side-walk, offends against the enactment.”

In support of this view his Lordship cited
the words of the Vagrant Act (32-33 Vic, cap
28, Ca.):

“ All persons loitering in the streets or high-
‘ways, and obstructing passengers by standing
across the footpaths, or by using insulting lan-

guage, or in any other way, shall be deemed
vagrants.”

‘We trust this decision may give the coup
e grace to thevelocipede mania, now fast dis-
‘appearing, but which for a short time made
our streets a theatre for the acrobatic displays
«of aspirants after bycycular notoriety. It only
remains for some philanthropist to carry the
matter a little farther, and invoke judicisl
authority fof the suppression of those terrible
“ obstructions,” the perambulators which
«careless nursemaids propel so skillfully against
the sensitive tibi®e of unwary pedestrians.
We congratulate the London magistrate on
the result of the argument, and invite him to
“ carry the war into Africa,” and head a cru-
sade against the * perambulator-propellers” as

. well as the “ velocipedestrians,”

AN AMERICAN JUDGE ON REPUBLI-
CANISM.

We cannot forbear to notice the following
very remarkable passage in a speech delivered
by Mr. Lawrence, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Illinois, in reply to an ad-
dress presented to him by the Law Institute
at Chicago, on its recent opening.  After say-
ing (the Chicago Legal News is our authority)
that the Bench, if cordially supported by the
Bar, could * calmly face any degree of popular
passion or partisan clamour, trusting its vin-
dication to the bar, and strong in the convic-
tion that the upright magistrate will certainly
be honored in the end by the very community
whom his judgments may have offended,” he
says:

“ But a better and deeper reason than this can
be given why the bench and bar should keep fully
alive the sentiment of brotherhood. It is a fact
which cannot be denied that, as a people, we are
undergoing rapid deterioration. Our social, po-

litical and commercial morals are sinking to a

lower and lower grade. We are no longer con-
tent with the acquisition of wealth by patient toil,
to be when won, as wisely expended as it has
been honestly earned. A fevered and insane pas-
sion for money has gained possession of the minds
of men, and at this moment, is doing more to cor-
rupt our national life than all other causes united.
This maddening love of gold, to be expended, not
in the modes which shall make American life the
‘highest development of modern civilization, but
in coarge and barbaric display, or what is still
worse, in the ways that lead to the debasement
of public morals, is leading us, as a nation, down
the dance of death, Corruption has become 8
systematic and almost shameless means of power,
and contemporary events at times recall the pe-

Tiod when the Roman Empire entered upon its

swift descent to ruin, Wise men begin to doubt
the ultimate succoss of our institntions, and al-
ready proclaim that in the metropolitan city of
the continent, republicanism, as an instrument of
municipal government, stands a confessed failure;
day by day we seem to be drifting further and
farther from our ancient anchorage toward &t
unknown coast whose atmosphere is laden with
poison and death,

“Thatit is in the power of the bench and bar of
the country, unaided, to arrest the downward
tendency of the times, is not to be supposed-
Nevertheless we can do something, and, if pro-
perly aided by other conservative elements of 50°
ciety, can do much to check it. We can, at least
make a noble struggle, and be the last to fall.
Common as it is to utter vapid witticisms in di&



