
PIACTICAL IIINTS.

-The following excellent advice bias been given by Professoe
Douglass Hyde, of New Brunswick, iii the miatter of the study of
French

First. Thiat any teachiing whichi lays continually more stress uponi
points of gramninar than upoii familiarity wvitli words andl sentences
is iiot recoinmnendable, is îîot even. natuiral, and is especially unsuited
to the requirements of students in Canada, whiere we rnay at any
mioment fail in withi French speakers.

Secondly. Thiat a knowvledge of words aund phrases and of Frencli,
as it is used. iii the ordînary relations of life, is best acquired, by
plentiful. reading of easy books, especially of story books.

Thirdly. That for this purpose sonie easy story-book, novrd, or
book of extracts (as interesting in. its subjeet-inatter as possible)
should bc chosen, mîth a glIossairy of words at the enid to Save thec
trouble of siga dictionary

Fourthly. That a very littie study of the granimar is sufficient to
lamnch a pupil inito aii easy French text. Practically ail lie requires to
knlow is the declension of nounis, of adjectives, and the conjugation.
of the regular verb. Tie conjugation of the irregular verbs eal best
be learnied by huntincg themi up in a gramimar according as thiey are
inet Nvit]h.

Fifthly. Thiat to learn. the bave, dry miles of grainiar :îpart froin
thecir connection, witli the text of somie initerestiing book is drudgery
for iioting,ý. Oîîe of my students told mie thiat suie spent bier third
year at Frenchi ini school 1'learnîncr ver-bs." Necdless to say suc hiad
forgotten. the vcrbs and knew nothing else.

MENTAL ARITHMNETIC.
After several years' experience as a sehool examiner, I ami led to

believe that mental aritlinetie hias been quite nieglected. Very feiv
teachiers who begin wvork iii our sehools kniov aniytlîiingl about
Colburn's Mental Arithmnetie or one equally as good. To pass as
rapidly as possible fromi mental to written. w'ork seemis to be the idea
of the average teachier; and I have fouiid thiat pupils resort to the
use of puencils and paper to do w~hat ouglit to be ani easy mental act.
Thiey are iiot trained to dIo the work without pencils ; and the training
is w'hat w~e iîeed to chiange.

To sec pupils deterin i ing thiat l2ý per cent. is ý of thec base; or
that 8 is 8-9 of 9, by some nîiechiaîîical process, on siates or paper, is
not unuiisual; and a large numiber of modern educators tinkil that if a
pupil. states thiat 8 pounids of candy at 9 cts. a pound cost 72 ets. it is
a stiffcieiit solution. I do iiot tinik it is. I want thiat e%,erlasting-
CCwhy"» answered.

IIow eau wve hlope to improve. this condition of t1iiigs ? By making
mental arithînetie a part of our daily curriculum ; by insisting on its


