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A COURTSIP BY 1PROXY:
AND HOW IT ENPED.

BY E. S. J.

Ir is now nearly five-and-twenty ycars since
I came to the city, where an eider brother of
mine, wbo was eonxiected with an extensive and
flourishing mercantile bouse, resided. Upon
the retiring of the senior partner of the firm,
lie had just risen to the head of the establish-
ment, whereupon hie at once offered to me a
share in the business, which most generous
offer I as prornptly accepted, and less than a
week beheld me transported from the peace-
fui quietude of a retired country village to the
scene of my future operations, amid the tur-
moil and bustle of a busy city life.

My brother and 1 were respectively the eld-
est and youngest of a fsinily of five boys, and,
being my senior by some eight or ten years, I
allowed bim te acquire a kind of parental con-
trol over me; net that he laid any decided
restriction upon my movements, but by a sort
of unconscious influence, natural under the
circumstances, 1 waa usually restrainedl from
doing any thing that I fuit would be looked
upon by him with dispicasure.

But, although in some cases 1 allowed my-
self te, be swayed by the opinion and advice of
my brother, (whose name, 1 forgot te state, is
William,) yet, in ene particular, 1 took the
liberty of thinking and acting for myseif; but
here, en~ .passaent, a few words of explanation
may net be out of place :

Ia the first place, let me observe tliat my
brother William, thougli a bachelor, was net
by any means an old bachelor, neithier was he
one of these miserable, musty, crusty speci-
mens of humanity, commonly associated with
oui ideas of bacbeleordom: but a noble, whole-
hearted fellow, who always cared more for the
welfare and happiness of those around him,
than for his own pleasure; and whosù friend-
ship any man (or woman either) might well be
prend te ewn.

New, although William hadlnet thus far taken
upen himself the hely bonds of maatrimony, yet,
in the case of others, he strongly favored the
adoption of snch a course; and, more particul-
arly, it was his desire te have me-as he put
it-take a wife and seutle quietly down like a
sensible man.

In fact, my brother seemed te look upon me
as a headstrong, eareless fellew, inclined te, be
a little fast if left te myseif, and, thinking that
if he eould manage te saddle me with the cares
and responsibilities, of married life, it might
have the eftèct of sobering me down inte a
steady bnsiness-like individual like hixaseif, he

repeatedly nrged upon me the advisability of
seeking eut among nmy young lady fricnds and
acquaintances, some fair creature werthy te
share my name, fame and fortunc.

But, in spite of ail the skill and pains lie cm-
ployed te accemplisli the purpese hie had in
view, and in spite of ail the trouble lie teok te
make effective thcese efforts, by introducing me
into a nuniber of failies where he happened
te be acquainted-in nny of which he judged
an excellent eppertnnity miglit be afferded me
of making an eligible match withi some fair
daughter of the household-notwithstanding ail
this, ewing either te my perversencss or stu-
pidity, at the end ef two years from the time
hie teok the matter ia haud, lie fonnd hixaeif
about as near the perfecting cf bis match-mak-
in,- operations, as at the commencement.

Thus it was that matters stood, eue bright,
sunny afterneon early in the month cf Jnly,
which found niy brother aud me seated at the
office desk,-he engaged in writing some let-
ters, which rcquired te be posted that evenmng:
and I employed in posting soine accounta into
the ledger, from the smaller blank books, which
lay open before me on the desk.

When William had flnished, sealed and di-
rected bis last letter, hie arese from the desk
and walked over te the windew which lighted
the office. It was a habit cf my brother's,
when an unusually weighty matter engaged bis
attentien, te think it eut standing before that
wiudew: as thougli the light, which passed
through its transparent panes, might have some
influence in clearing up the knotty question
under consideration.

After standing in that position a few minutes,
William turned tewards me and said,

IlFrank, I have been thinking that you are
net leoking as well as uisual-somewhat paler
and less fieshy than yeu enght te be. In fact,
1 fear you have been sticking rather closely te,
your desk cf late."»

1 looked up in some surprise, and glanced
involuntarily at a small leoking-glass which,
hung upon the wall opposite nie.

"lNet loeking well! did yen say? Why, 1
don't think I ever feit better in my life," 1
replied.

C4Perhaps net-perhaps net," retnrned, my
brother, with the air cf one determined net te
be eonvinced; "lbut there is ne use in waiting
until eue is actually sick te start off te the
country. Better the ounce of preventien new,
than the pound cf cure hereafter."


