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As Hanno, mnder the terebinth of Ben Yusef, narrated
the substance of all this to Hiram and Zillabh, he bade them
feel the tough leathern smt, hke that of a Pheenician soldier,
in which he had disgmsed hunself. The suffness of the
leather served to hide us uneven thikness, for s limng
was quilled in tiny blocks, each of which was nubbed with
some precious stone, or padded (o protect some delicate set
ting or cluster of gems. He twisted a it of iron from the
end of s sword-hilt, and poured out a handful of diamonds.
He numicked the tricksters who draw pearls from various
parts of their bodies, except that he left the pearls and
emeralds and rubies inthe hand of Zillah, and possessed no
power of the wizard to make them vanish  He grew hilarious.

“ Come '" said he. * Let us play the chase by the robber.
I will be the Jvictim  You shall catch me and take me to
your own den—the booth over there—and flay me alive—for
all this skin belongs 1o you.” . )

But Ziliah could not be provoked into mirth. Hanno, in
narrating the events that followed her escape from Apheca,
had not told her of her father's curse, reserving that part of
the story’for! Hiram's ears alone She was oppressed by
what she thought of as her own untilial conduct ; and in her
mind Hanno's zealous interest in their behalf had led nim in.
to robbery. Hiram’'s sympathy with her awakened scruples
in his own mind that perhaps he would not otherwise have

ught of.
tho“gl cannot take these things, good Hanno,” said he,

“\Why not> They are yours, and have bheen for more
than twenty moons. % Indeed, you should not only take them,
but demand usury on them, tog. Recall Ahimelek's dowry
contract,with yourself. You®told me it wac for a thousand
minas, and for a half of a'l ‘the revenues of his ships; the
same as this contract with Rubaal. By the laws of Tyre all
this comes with your bride. That he villainously sought to
kill you, to break his daughter's heart, does not touch this
fact under law, however 1t may affect your feelings. 1 did
not steal these things rom him, for they were not his, and
have not been since the day of your betrothal . or if there
were any doubt of that, they are not his since your marriage.
And, by the name ot Jevovah, into whose land you have
come, to no other hands than yours shall they be given!
Besides, you are not merely Hiram and Zillah; you are the
king and queen of Tyre. They belong to your xh,r,onc.
Lovalty to your throne compels your retention of them.”

* Nay," said Zillah, * your own pledge was to put them in-
to some temple, under the protection of the god.” .

“The true temple of God 15 2 man, and that temple’s true
revenues are the man’s rizhts,” said Hanno, oracularly. *1
will fulfil my pledge best if I leave them at your feet, and go
back to Tyre. I will then kiss my hand to the sun, and
swear I have done my duty.” .

“Hold! " interrupted Hiram ; “it may be that Manas.
seh can help us in the matter.  He 1s of the priestly line,
and perhaps can find a safe place in connection with the
temple at Jerusalem. We need a better guarded treasury
than our pockets. ['ut you have not asked the ncws from
Samaria that the messenger who accompanied you brought.
I will read it:—

“ ¢ Manassers sont of Juada, of tie trive of Levi, to Marink, ion of
Baal, andto my lady Zillak  Grecting *

¢« My wedding with Nicasd, daughter of Sanhallat, satrap of

Samana, will be on the seventeenth day of the seventh month, which

1s Tast. My loid Sanballat tuds me welcume you among lus most

honoured 'guests. 4 My own summons may be best read in your

thoughts, O my friend, for thou kno.wcst my hearl, My salutations
to Elnathan and the house of Ben Yusef!'"

The following day the Phaenician party left the hospitable
homeof their Jewish host. They proceeded southward by
the Sea of Galilee, striking the rpad that leads by Mount
‘Tabor. They encamped for the night near the western slope
o that beautiful mountain. The sunlight that liagered on
s svmmetrical crest when the dusk silled the plain about
them they interpicted into good omen, notwithstanding that
it was a supersution o1 rehgion of the sun-god.

As the mornung broke, they observed that a large camp
of Persian soldiers had been formed near them duning the
night. Enquiry revealed the fact that this was the escort of
Nchemiah, the Tirshatha of Jerusalem, who was coming from
Susa, where he had been for scvcr:ll_y.cars, h:m_ng assumed
that the aflairs of Jetusalem were sufliciently sctticd to allow
tas return to the Persian <apital—a place that, although he
was -a Jew, still held many of his interests, and where he
was allotted a high rank asthe former cup-bearer of the king.

The Tirshatha was accompanied by a detachment of
Persian cavalry, whose horses were tethered between the
teats. By the central pavilion stood the tall spear; floating
from its hecad the ensign of the commandant. Smoke
wreathed from a score of fres, where the merning meal was

ared.
bcu}{:‘ ?::Eddcn bugle blast the entire scenc was transformed.
The tents {ell ; the fire was u_:tmplcd. out ; horses were har-
nessed ; camels knelt 1o reccive their burdens. In a few
moments the gallant cavaleade, followed by the baggage
train, and guarded at the rear by a detachment of horsemen,
crowded the road. L

As they passed the camp of the Phewaicians, now ready
for the journcy, the Tirshatha scnt his messenger to learn
who were his ncighbours. Upon hearing they were mer.
chants, he bade them join his party, ana vited Marduk to
ride by his side.

The Tushatha was mounted upon 2 superb horsc,
equipped with expensive trappings embossed with gold , his
bridle of si'k inwoven with threads of goldﬁ; the sad;]lc cloth
a vich purple enbroidered ia gold.  The rider’s habit was in
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keeping. His purple tunic was adorned with flawer-wark, as
were his flowing trousers. His sword-hilt was of gold, stud-
ded with gems. A massive chain of gold was about his neck.
He wore the conical cap projecting forward at the top, asf
to make u shade for the face. The officers of his suite were
n array approximating in splendour that of their chief.

Marduk returned the cordial salutation of the Tirshatha as
he rode up to his side.

Nehemiah opened the conversation genially,

* Marduk, a Phoenician merchant?  The name is new to
me, except that on this journey | have heard it spoken with
respect. I thought I knew all of your trade who were accus.
tomed to visit our Jews’ land.”

As he said this he gave a quick glance with penetrating
eyes into the face of Marduk—a glance that took in every
feature,

The Phanician felt that there might be some suspicion in
this, and deftly foiled it.

“Your people are increasing rapidly in wealth under the
stimulus of your governmert, Tirshatha; and many mer-
chants who used to trade elsewhere are now attracted hither.
You will see many strangers at Jerusalem, my lord."

“Your complunent is more kind than considerate,
replied Nehemiah.  Our people have little wealth as vyet,
and cannot buy much of such rare goods as you evidently
carry,’

“ Yes, but by buying and selling my wares they make gain.”

*You are going to Jerusalem, then, sir merchant?

*““I'o Samaria first.”

“Oh ' to deck out Sanballat's daughter for her wedding 2"
said Nehemiah, with a sncer.

* I believe she marries one of your people.”

* Yes, but it is most ill-advised,” replied Nehemiah, with
undisguised ill-humour.

“How? Any alliance between Samaria and Jerusalem
must strengthen both."”

* Nay, it is an alliance of clay and iron that makes the
iron brittle.  Our people, Marduk, are of peculiar customs,
rehgion, and nussion.  Again and again have ouc old kings
tried to widen their prosperity by widening their alhances,
but have always failed. The Persian government s wiser.
It does not seck tomake all the provinces it conquers to be
alike in their laws and worship. It allows each nation to
retain 1ts own, and only asks loyalty and tribute. King
Cyrus comnussioned us to return from Babylon and rebund
the temple.  So did Darnus, and so Artaxeres has sent Ezra
the Scribe and myself to reconstruct our own peculiar sys-
tem. Ve condemn no othe: people by maintaining the pure
blood of our own. Over yonder is the ruin of the palace of
Jezreel. You know the place, perhaps its history. One of
our kings, Ahab, married Jezebel, daughter of one of your
kings of Tyre ; but it wrought only troubls. Ve are now
crossing the great battle-plain of L. 4raelon. Every Jew
thrlls at its sacred memorntes. Deborabh and Barak here con-
quered Sisera, the general of the Canaanites. Yonder is
Gilboa, where Sauland Jonathan fell fighting the Philistines ;
and there 1s the valley of Jezreel, where Gideon vanquished
the Midianites. All these were battles for our integrity.as a
people, and especially that no other \od than ours should
be worshipped in our land. Even a Phwmuan, with your
legends of a thousand years, must respect tne lessons of our
history. Butlet us not dispute, Marduk. What is the news
of your country by the sea? Will Rubaal get and keep the
crown, think you 2 *

“\Why not? " asked the merchant.

‘At Susa he is not thought of with favour,” said Nehe-
miah. “The sacrifice of the former king, Hitam, is regarded
as a_cruelty that Persia must frown upon, ¢ven if she allows
freedom of religion; and the other Phuraician kings are
afraid of the precedent of allowing the priests to have such
influence that a king's life 1s i their hands. Therefore the
kings are all opposed to Rubaal, and the Great King would
not antagonize them. Ile depends too much upon the Pha-
nician fleet to alienate their loyalty”

The Tirshatha plied Marduk with questions regarding all
the lands adjacent, the coandition ot roads, names of the
chief men in the towns across the Jordan. to which ques.
tions the merchant gave uncomfortably meagre responses.
His ignorance accasionally brought those keen eves of Nehe-
miah to a suspicious scrutiny of his countenance.

As they parted company, the Tirshatha remarked to his
chief officer :—

“That man knows both too much and too hittle.
an cye upon him.”

The following day the Phacaician took the short road
from Dothan o Samamna, while the Tirshatha's party kept
to that running by Shechem, and leading them more directly
to the Sacred City.

Have

CHAPTER XXXIvV,

The hul of Samana was in a blaze of colour. Every tent
of the army of Santallat floated 1ts gay streamer. Rival-
ling these were the displays of the various chicftains of
acighbouring tribes, who had came to honour with their pre-
sence the wedding of the Samaritan princess. The extrava-
gance of Oriental fashion vied with that of martial splendour ;
gaudy turhbans with polished helmets ; brilliant robes with
gleaming breastplates ; palanquins of fair women with the
mail of the heavy war horses. Furlongs of bnght cloths
hung from the trees, and draped the stone columns that stll
stood as the relics and reminders of the glory of this old
capital of Isracl. In cool nooks were skins of wines, while,
troughs were overrunming with the new-pressed juices of
apples and grapes. There were jars of conlections, spiced to
kindle the thirst that the free-flowing liquors were to quench.
Games, dances, songs, the thumbing of stringed instruments,
the whistle of pipes and the ringing of trumpets, gave vent
10 the spirit of abanden among the motley crowds of people.

Sanballat entertained within the palace the great chiefs,
whose spears, adorncd with their vanous insignia, were
stuck into the ground, i semicircular array, in front of the
grand enirance. There was Geshom, the Arabian, and a
score ol braves from ldumea, Moab, and Philistia, who
lounged at the tables.  Even Tobiah, th¥ Ammonite, wits not
forgotten ; indeed, his presence was a special pleasure to
Sanballat, whose magaamimity rose with the conviction that
he had at length aircumvented his rival in gawning alliance
with the Jews, These worthies drank to one another, and
10 one another’s gods; to the sun.god, to Baal-Shimayim,
lord of heaven ; to Melkarth of Tyre, to Chemosh of Moab,
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to Milcom of Amuon, to Moloch of Philistia, to Dason of
the coast, to Succoth-benoth of Babylon, to Nergal of Cup,
to Ashima of Hamath, to Nibhak and Tartak of the Avites, 1
Adranmelech and Anammelek of Sepharvaim, to Jehovah of
the Jews, and to Astarte the goddess of love. With chinking
cups and hilarious shouts they mvoked the blessings of g
gods upon the bride and groom. They drank uatil they knes
not to whom they drank, each one making a God of his uwy
belly. Then they bepraised every one his own possessions
and prowess, and they scattered oaths and blows ; indeed,
all had a right merry time, as the proprieties of the occasion
and the rude manners of the age and people prompted, unuy)
the soberer servants removed both the viands and the guest
together.

At nightfall the hill of Samaria seemed a mass of flame,
Torches flared upon the palace walks, bonfires filled the
grove with ruddy hght, amid which the trees and the moving
people seemed like weird spectres.

A bugle blast sounded from afar. The crowds gathered
near the open roadway that led to the palace. The clane
of hoofs was soon heard, nearer and nearer, louder and
louder, while shouts rent the air. A band of wild nders
dashed up the garlanded avenue. The soldiers and populace
battled against them with waving torches, tufts of grass, and
shrieks of mimic rage. The cry of the assailants was-

* Manasseh ! Manasseh ! ”

They pressed up to the palace front. Sowe, distnounting
beat upon the gates. These were flung wide. In the open.
ing stood Sanballat, surrounded by as many of his noble
guests as were able to get upon thewr feet. \With angry
voice the Satrap demanded the cause of this irruption. A
chorus of hoarse voices replied :—

“ Nicaso! Nicaso for our Lord Manasseh 1™

Sanballat parleyed with them.

 Would you rob a father of lus only child ? "

“Yes,” was the response, “and of a hundred only child-
ren. One for each of us if they were hke Nicaso." “Anda
sco!r‘t; of witticisms, some sharp, some scurnlous, were hurled
at him.

At length, with well-feigned fear, Sanbaliat led forth his
daughter. She was elegantly robed and crowned. &
spirited horse, superbly caparisoned, was led to her side
Without 1waiting the profiared assistance, Nicaso leaped up.
on his back. The horsemen led her captive, followed bv a
procession of maidens who wailed 1n faipned lament the fate
of their comrade, amid the amorous gibes and jokes of the
voung men. They brought Nicaso to the happy bridegroom's
tent.

Thus far they had followed the custom of the East-Jordan
tribes in mimic seizure of the brige.

Nicaso, however, delighted in breaking through all pro
prieues. The fashing hiphts and skouts excited her wild
blood, and, instead of dismounting to receive the embrace of
her new lord, she dashed away from the crowd, crying,
“ Let him have me who can catch me!”

Her horse was sute-footed and keen-eyed, and galicped
among rocks and through by-paths without the guidance of
even the single rem that his mistress threw upan his neck.
Down among the tents of the soldiers, out on the high-road
towards Shechem, back through the woods, now flitung hike
a spectre in the darkaess, now all agleam with her bejewetied
crown and robe as she passed some bonfire ; thus the daung
girl led, and yet eluded, the pursuing crowd.

Manasseh, though surprised at this unexpected postpone
ment of the moment when he should clasp his fair possession
really adnured the adventuruus frolicksomeness of his bride,
and accepted her challenge with equal spurit.

Was it the happy guidance of some goddess of love, or
the quick eyes of Nicaso that watched his comung, that
brought their horses together at two converging paths?® |
Their beasts reared and plunged it the shock, like two waves
clashing 10 counter seas. Nicaso’s steed galloped away
riderless.

Cries rose : ** She is thrown ! ¥

In fact, ut the moment of the collision she had thrown
herselt from her horse fairly into Manasseh's arms, and, with
crown awry, hair dishevelled, her black eyes flashing wuh
merriment, a magnificent picture of wild queenly beauty, was
borne by her lover to his tent.

As she jumped to the ground some pottan of her clothuag
caught upon the trappings of the hosse, and she would have
fallen had not Marduk extended his arm and relieved her.

* Marduk, you have fulfilled your part of our covenant,”
said Maoasseh. ** Letme take my bride from your hand, as
you tvok yours {rom mine.”

The bridal pair disappeared in the nuptial tent.

For seven days the {estival was keptup. Then the young
Jew set out for Jerusalem with his bitde. The Phamican's
party accompanied them. Nicaso's wardrobe burdencd as
many camels as aid the merchant’s wares. Among his uck
robes was stored a strange article for such a collection 2
heavy leathern suit of 3 Phasaician soldier

(70 be continued)

THE BEST AUTHORITIES,

Such as Dr. Dio Lewis, P'rofessor Gross, and others, agsee
that catarrh ts not a local but a constitutional disease. Rt
therefore requires a constitutional remedy tike Hood s Sarsa
parilla, which effectualiy and pennancntly cures catarmh.
Thousands praise it.

Hood's Pills cure liver ills, jaundice, bilmasness, sk
headache, ronstipation and all troubles of the digestive organs.

CLEVER WOMEN

quite realize that by the great law of progress something is
always being brought out to make life pleasanter. The
latest thing introduced is the ** Health ” undervest for ladies,
made from the very finest Australian wool and which every
gond doclor in Canada agrees is a perfect safepuard agaisst
cold, whilst being at the same tme well fitting  warm, aad
luxurions. When you go down town step into any first class
dry goods store and ask to sce thesc goods. 1f you donot
see the word * Health " plainly stamped on the garment,
don’t buy it asit will not be the geavine article.  Theyare -
made in special light weights, and new styles, for spring and
Summer wear,



