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Tte WVord of Goti, as reîcalett ta lis Ini Itle utIl
-anti Newv Testaments, supplies us watts nîîaneraus ilus-
trations of the pains anti penalties of dîsabetiience,
anti ai the tignity andi rena«rdl oiobcdteîis.e, alIil
ouglit ta serve for aur guitiance andi encouragement.
Front Ille tiays ai "riglitcois Abel" ta the cIostsng siene!s
ot ttîc lite af 11 ins wlio is the "Suna of Riglîteauinesb,
we have larcibie attestations ttaat obedience ta tie %% att
ai Goti, anti the natumal lavs anti forces tliiti lie lî.s
set in amotion for our wclfarc andi usefuiness on
Carta, carry with thei a il14',n11 uiiîd as the e.irtlhl>
laart ai that rcward vIltise after part it6 si% licaven.

fflie laiglîest anti noblcst illustraticii af tue dîgnity af
abedience is tu bc tounti ini 'i>l. ai. 5- i1, ittierc jesàit'
ouir Saviaur is helli oui ta us as anr exaniple of IperfeLu
abedience, for"I lie malle Iliniîscti oi no repumattun,
iad look on Ju hoin t/te fam ia sepvant, lit /umu6/sd

of ttîis obetiience is attesteti anti reirrtideti b> tie
Fattier, wvto lîath lîasghty cxalteti Ilîni,.anci gieni
Himîx a naine wlîich is abuve every nanie, abîat atilie
name ai 1 J estas' evcry linee shoutti bov." Thilîs un-
parallcee exaîtîpie ai hîimiitity anti abetiience in aur
Savieur, anti the laving justice ai Gati aur Father as
the rewartier ai anerit, slîoulti gave us evcry confidience
tlîat any labor or sacrifice, if uantertaken front proper
motives, riglit principtes, ant i ature juliganent, watti
not be in vain, but wiil bie succèssfil ai tlîeir abject,
anti tirw down traon on bigla blessings spiritual anti
temporal.

lliography, sacreti anti secutar, shows ta us the dig-
nity anti nobility ai conset:rateti service, enttier in the
Master's cause or in piiantlîrapac effort for tic well-
beîng anti liberty afi nankinclil large. Thei abcdience
referreti te, anti ihich lias «a tiigîity pcctlariy ats
awn, bas na retattansbîp ta that obeimence %vhaclî
is impelleti by ferir, comipulsion, or the love of ioney,
but rattier tliat noble ctiaractcristac wviacti lias the
lave ai Goti for its tountiation, an<l ttîe Goti ai love
for its atithor. Servile obedmience as akin ta
slavery, anti cntirety ioreîgn ta tilas, "perfect lave"'
wvlich Ilczisteth ont icar " anti Ilworkcth abedience,"
-anti which is the ruiing priaiple ant iancentive tu
noble effort, litgb-souled sacrifice, anîd liutiable aii-
lion.

Tite inauves îvhich tirav farta tlîe best andi not>lcst
examrples af obedicace among inca, anti aid a digniiy
ta the act, nîay be classedti nter tlîrcc lîcaids, 'iz..

Laviyg Obeiliente, Obedienee ira: c'raild andi
Obeiience Io Coitsiiiei Auiiilirit.j'.

I. Lovù 54 Obeiienc.-,riie feeling ut love, ai uis plar-
ity, is ttîc highest anti hoiiest incentive ta ahedliece .
Untier itstiatlowed anti benign influence labor as salade
easy, privation a pleasure, «anti self an entireiy second-
ary consiticratian. It is a trait niore or less comnîai
ta huananity, savage or civilizecl, andt îu'tercver peour.
trayeti, calis forth the best feelings ai thc soui,-the
îvish is -nticipatedi, tue tiesire coinptiit %villa, anti ttie
injunction abeyet,-anti aIl witlî a willingne.;s, zeai,
anti deî'otion, as lasting as its abject. llistory, sacrect
.anti profane, public anti private, abounts %vila illustra-
tions ai thîis. But a still bilier- anti more licaeany
experience is reatizeti when the saut is fileti andi ail
a.glouv with lave te Goti as wctl as man, anti wtere îlîis
bas been the ruling motive ai abetiience, îvhat dectis
have been donc, îvhat sacrifices matie, anti v'hat li-
vations entiured! The noble amniy ai martyrs %vie
valucti..naot ilheir limes when put in the balance %vitla
obediencc ta the law ai God anti the dictates af con-
science,-are a tcstianony ai thîis. Love ta Goti, anti
a desirc ta save sauts, has led inany a liera ta leave
home, frientis, anti lucrative positions iii ortier lat
th ey might plant the standard of the Crass amaong the
beathen, anti cause the Sun oftRigbttausness ta shine
0;, the dark places ef the cartli, %liicli hittierto wvene
the abodes of borriti cmuelty andi superstition, but naîv
beavenly *harvest-fillts, yieltiing goltien sheaves af
prectous imimortality te be gathereti in at ahat great
day ivten the Lord ai the harvest %î'ii1 appear. Btess-
ed wi1i the reapers be wha have listeneti ta the MNaeter's
cluB àa obeyed His vaice:

ýG* Vçoi, to-dayl Uith fields are white ta view,
The buryvestrtnly'gîeai, the isborcis icîr;
To you «the cati as giveai, Reapers. oieyl
Work Mightily, white Y-W lis caileti to-dayl

*rite 1aght siracltlwhen na îîinn can worlt,
1%id sin andi vice do In the dîllitness Illik.
'l'ie liiis are ianuy, Rai the worid III %vid<e.
<Ver tiiclls i'ureAs, tlc.%ertî% storaiY titie,
trtctaii imsAilav whiicli imies ail ilanuint king,
And, ait'es the soul thaugli stcepedi in dia-est sin;
NN'hlcli frcs Ille capitive, ffintidens the opptesl,
dint leadr the crning ta tlîe Snminur s l,)ret..
Wlicie pildonmng iiîîcy, love-, nald Joy auie gtuen,
lIu IIanie liais tarit% a sucei furetaite ai licavei

liut ste dignaty ai obedicaîce, î>rovcd frontî tItiS higli
andt coiisecratett stipoant, sicet not iantier us fraia
lookiaig necarer htae, -ant in oatr ver>' aitâdt, for ex-
tamplles; for tic tIe of cvcry truac Chrstan as a tiay
ivatness ai liani love wlîach *1worketli obedience."' lly
ats iampulse tlîe naketi are clothact, the hungry aire tedl,
anti ta ste poar the tsplas preacied,-by ats injîînc-
laion ain tue wvorking ai tlae ** joldcii tule," commerce
as placeti on a lirmier anti surer basis,-by ils benagn
anti coipissionate influence Ltistian caunatries arc
noteti for their plidaantlaralîc institutions, wvliec the
weak aaid lielpless arc pa'attctct, tue errang reclaimetl,
anti the guaiy pîmnasieti. Whlai a glorieug tignity is
lenit ta tae Uirastaan's cliaracter Mien ail bas actaons
are an uniasan and' accardance ta tîte spirit ai tlac
*neîu' caîiiiandiient"l ai the Master ta Il Lave oîîe
%attier; ' -anid wlîacl, if taken as -a rule of obeduence,
mil encarctc eu'ery act %vill a talae af ligtît whacli as
he.iveaiy, andti triifiaice for gooti as listing as eter-
nity!

1l. L)1'riiJtce lhrouigh Graffluii<. -T hi s lîeautiful
traaio ctiaracter as saancwvhat akîr ta the formner. anti
generatty spraîîgs troai sanie bencit receiveti, saine
kîntiness rentiereti. or saine ivord Ilfily spoken." vhich
fils the lîeart ai tlîe anc ta wtîoaî the service lias been
rendere %villa feelinîgs ai gratefut soticitatian ta do a
service %lait iiiay in saine îvay compeasate for tlîe
bencfit or goati rcceiveti. WVtat a change for ttîe bei-
ter ta att coacerneti iouli lbc wrauglit in anany a honte
if the ctiildren but grateiuliy remenîbereti ttîe many
acîs of kindness menderedti ieiii at tht hantis of their
fattiers ant i iiotheas, anti woulti scek, by gratetul abe-
dicaîce ta tlîcir ioving coaianmds, aiot onty ta show
respîect anti tîaîîor ta ticir eamttîly parents. but aise ta
ilîcar Father in iicaven, anti tcrcbay atir tiîgnity ta an
obeiiemice uvlicia Cat bas proîîîised ta rewairt by
'llengtlî ai days." WVe have ai. &note or lcss, icît the
impulse ai iliat obedlience whiciî sprngs train grati-
tuade. tmouagli it sceîîîs aîat eni'areiy contineti ta ttie ex-
perience ai tuaaianaty, buat even ta pernicate samne
taiuîlmes. ai tîme brute creataan, suîcti as tlîe homre, the
dog, amid ailier iniestir piets, rendereti happy titnler
thie inliucnce ai huma kindness, anti wbiclî seek ta
show ttaeir gratitude iii inany wvays ai "duaîîb cla.
cluienec," -nulle the less rc.'ii or toîmciing an accuat of
timeir lack ai speech. he taitîfuail (lag uî'ill die ian de.
icace ai its miasser, or risk, its life ta (Io tais bidtiing,
.aid for a graciatas saiitc wilt iick lais very icet' A
siranger ta gr'atitaude is geuierally estrangeti ta cvcrv-
feelaang uvtîcliteniders noble alar huaisa natuare. andi
suacl a aait nay tieservediy mîîeet %vila i bhorcnce ant
canteanpt, auid bc allouvet ta suiffer the Ilstîngs anti
.- rrows " ai ouitragetl liuanaipity. Wl'hat, tien, wuill lie
ot excuse if ive, «as proiessiaig Clîristians, neglect ta
do ttîe uviil ofiiiiîii îu'lo tiath doanc sa nîtch for uts,
Miecn uve are ver>' meady, anti juisily sa, ta condeanti an-
gratitude aiî our ietlowu-aiieai? The question is before
each ai us, antiiiust be aaiswered, citlier here by aur
walang obetitence, or liceciter %valla the consciaus
blusti ai shimu alat our face, -anti the juigînent ai
tîme Master riaging in aur cars. Ilt have calleti, anti
ye reiîseti; 1 have stretcheti out any bandi, anti no
salai reir.urdeti; ye have set a.i nougbt ail îîîy caunisel,
anti %voltil notte ai "'y reproof; 1 wviil laugh at, your
calamaîy; 1 ivîl maock îhen your fiear coinetli."I-Pru'.

111. Obedieixe ta CÛ>Lti/u/ed A/I:tliûity.-%Vhen
Gcd i firsi createti mani He gave im diominian anti
power aver cvery laving thing abîat tben existeti; anti
%vhen ailiers %vere.aidet ta the taiily of man, failhers
.antI leaders, pairiarchs anti prophets 'acre appointeti
for tîeir guidance anti goveramnent, anti thus prece-
dents îucre tommei lapon the principles et îvhicla na-
tions arase, caunitries wcrc poputated, anti canquests
matie, the strongest power general>' dictating te anti
rulîng aven the wveaker, eiihcr by farce ai armis ar the
sheer nccessity of adverse circunistaruces; anti thus
even among tribes a law of precedlent was establisb-
eti, anti ta-day thc ruting rations ot the earth can bc
counîtd on thie tour fingers af the hanti. The bance
and sinews ai a nation's strength are centreti in bier
lauvs, antiin a wis recognition et coastituted.author-

ity by lier subjects. A nation wvithouit praper laws
andi rcsponsible iawgivers ls opcn ta aîîarciîy, revoit,
.antal rebelion, ani a bay.word ananolg tiîisc nations
%vtiose laws arc respecteti, %vlose lawgivcrs arc rcvcrcd,
andi wlîase franclîisct sîîbjects arc fil!y aiivc ta tlîc
welfitrc aileicSta-te. Il %ouldble wisdonî tin apeople
ta subîinit for a timue tu iawvs boinewiiat. tyrannical,
rallier tiîan, by tintuc imîpatience, star uit nniarchy,
wvhiciî knows noe iaw. 'lli laws of a weii*rcgulated
ntation, ltowver, have powcr and iniucce over tiîc
mneancat as %vdul as laver the hlighetst of lier subjects,
protcîing inipartiali> tic întcrest of ail tic rit;h as
wcil as Uic petir, the strung as welllias the weak, the
niakcrs ut tic lawy as wcii as tlîc brcakers tlicrcot.
But tiais state aof sccurit> andi stability cin ont> bc
riglitly sustaineti, anti mille pcrnîa.nentl> socure, by
the Individual reaiization or the obedicncc whiclî
every niiber of the çomnîunIt> ow<es tu ~,sisf.
iI:du Mo riiy.

WVithout the strong ari of the law, rcgplating andi
protccting tie affitirs ut tlic Statc, and dignified by
loyal obedliencc in thc pecuple, pece anti prosperity
woutti saura bc a thiîîg of the past, commeînrcial cnter.
prise an inpossibility, ante Uic a(rcdncs!à of luiuan
lite a ticlusion. Our ani> lieretatore out strengtlh-
woulti beconie an unwieldy anob. its wattcliîworti
"t>Piundcr anti Rapine;" our çchies, iiitherto aur honar
andi pritie, wauld tîten bccoîne licns of iniay, anti
safe hiding.places for vagabonds anid thieves.

This state of things, howcvcr, i cntirely reverseti
wvhcrc the influence af %vIcil rcguiatcd andi rcsponsible
authority is felt ant i cknowliedgeti. The wiiole sys-
lent ofigovcrnmcnt goeu an %vil ttîc smoothness anti
rcgularity af w'ell*oiled înachiriry-nat a screwv loose,
not a cog or pin wanting---everything.answering ta tho
conception of ils author, andi honorable succcss andi
prosperity is ils certain fulilment. li tic working
ai this machinery ail hîave their pruper sphere, frain
the humble laborer in tais iawly caban, ta the great
statesnin armct %villa powcr anti fenceti vitha author-
ity. A king andi a parliament waould be a farce %villa-
out a people ta mule anti gavera; gooti laws, with none
ta elle> thein, %vould bce a pnroti> on national inilu.
ence, anti a burlesque on liumanîity.

l>ronîinent places of preicricnt, cither In a political,
social, or commnercial poîr.î of view, are prizes aiîned
at marc or less by ail, andi it is only tdaose %vit desire
ta risc abîat w:ili rise, andi bai ing risen, their position
can only bie maintaincti by adhleriug ta the laws andi
mules laid Ùtown by tonstituted %îuthority, andi t.bus is
establisheti a sliding-scalc ai rial: anti talent, ivhich
is at onîce a bond cf security anti a rewarti of macrit.

in every splicre cf humisn life there is a certain
ainouant ai honor andi dignity, andi b>' the recognitian
ai tlîis, ' classes " in saciety are torînet, within the
circle af wlîicl happiness, anti even cantentmaent, can
be obtaiti, but beyond wtîiclî tc dtiaing ativenturer
gerterally feels. liînseii unitiirtablc or despiseti, un-
less il be that by a displa>, ai superior talent andi ap-
plication lie lias camnet Ui right ta risc. The law af
obetiience, hoivever, iîîuist be unticrstaod anti recag-
nizeti if ive would lait ta ise-an obettience not onty
to the iaws ai Goti, but ta tic taws of nature anti cf
allait.

We are hcmîîîcd in on evcrv Sicte by LAWV-even
iii aur menibcrs tberc are taws wiiich demanti obedi-
ence, -anti the disobetiience ai wlîich, in tlic iight of
reison andi jutigxent, wvill bring sure andi painful te-
tributian. TMacre is al an enviable position in lite
%iîicb bas not been attaineti by strict obetiience andi
application: our pulpits are anty %varthiiy filctil by
those %vha have oboyeti the Master's catil anti recog-
nize His autharity as the Headi af the Churcli; aur
armies are neyer more successiat than when led ta
the fie.ld by %ri -%\ho have tisen frain the tanks by
obctiience anti courage; as a rule, the successiot nier-
chant is lie %viso has adivanced, step by step, to tais
lîigh and influential position by application anti obe-
ience ta those mn authorîtv. The hutabier the posi-

tian, the more need is ttîere ta iîdvance, anti greater
is thce warti. A celebratetipoct bas sait tat "sweot
are the uses of adversity,' but It is only so ta those
who can perceive lilat, there is a tiignity in c'.cr
position et lîte--evea in the manly .attempt ta risc
tramn the iowest by having a hagher in viewî.

Ignorance is our birthright; andi unless wc are weili-
ing ta practise obedience froin aur earliest tilt aur
latest breath, igrorance iil follow us with its pains
anti penalties freont the cradie ta the grave. We are
always learning; and there îs no "royal road" ta
learning but by obcdacnce--obediencc flot only te the
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