
THE H-ALIFAX PHILATELISI.

collectors, anid printed in colour:3 to suit eve.iy Vaste have been consigned Vo
the ob,,livion of the wvaste paper basket.

My fourth class is a far more troublesome one ; it consists of those v'arie-
ties which many of us know, or belleve, to be purely Phitateio, and which
nevertheless are genuine issued stamips, and cannot well be refused admission
to our collections. 0f these, the great majority are formed by surcharges,
and it is these surcharged vatieties that T wvish to say a few words about in
this paper.

First let me endeavour to explain shortly what I mean by Phitatelic
varieties. We stamp collectors, or philatelists, are apt to misaýply this
word soînetimes; I have seen the term *' Phîlatelic Legisiation " applied to
postal ordinances and notices, which had no more Vo do with philately than
with mathematies, as if Philatdlic and Postal were synonyrnous; but by
philatelie varieties,. I imply those that owed their origrin Vo Vhe fact that
tiiere are people who colleet stamps and not to the actual requirements of
the people by whorn they were Vo be used.

Let me give an exaruple :-About the end of 1881 the supplies of le. and
2c. ,stamps rau short in British Guiana, Vo meet this other values werc
surcharged so as to convert thern into le. and 2c. stamps. The first supply
thus made wvas at once bought up by local collectors or speculators, ani, 1
helieve a second lot, similarly mnade, wvas exhausted in the same mann"":*
after which the authorities brought out the -square type-set stamps, with a
ship in the centre, and dated 1882, the sale of wvhich was limited to prevent
their being bouglit up also. Some of these plainly owed their existence Vo
philately, had it noV been for collectors the first provisionals made iu 11881
would no doubt have lasted until fresh supplies arrived from England ; stili,
ail the numerous varieties were issued and 1-sed, and it is difficult, if not
ilapobsibIe to draw a line betweeu themn, and admit some and reject other.b

But these British Guiana provisionals are somne of the most respectable
individuals of their class; there are other surcharged stamps that 1 feel
xnorally certain were not overprinted because stamps of those particular
values were wanted, but have been produced at the instance of local collec-
tous, or poss,-il-ly iu order Vo use up stocks of stamps that wvere noV likely tu
bu required, or even in soine cases Vo increase the r3venues of a post office
by increased sales to collectors and dealers. There is an issue of surcharge-1
starnps of Guatemala, which is weil knowu as a case in point; the prov-'

r-ional issues of some of the French Colonies have been*surprisingliy numerulii
of late years, either their supplies of stauips must be sent far more ilrreg-
ularly than they used Vo be, or else philately niust have a hand in t1le

~.matter; the long lisV of surcharged varieties of the stamps of Ceylon of a
Sfew years back, may be only the resuit of carelessuess on the part of the
Sauthorities,, who ivere noV particular what uew values were surcharged upuii

~$the various'obselete ones, but philately inay have had somethingr Vo do witli
~.that case also. We need not, however, consider doubtful instances, tlîiv

are number.L, of surcharged stainps about which there is no doubt %'V hatvý --i
that they would neyer have corne iuto existence at ail, but for philately.
and I think that this epidemie of surcharges, from which we have now brent
suffering for some years, is a very great danger to our pursuit.


