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. HON ROBERT BOYLE.

Bornat Lismore, in Irelund, Jan. 25, A. D. 1627.
But some (o higher hopes
‘Ware destin’l: some within a fiier mould
‘Waere wrought, and temper’d with x perer flame,
To these the Syre Omarpotent unlotds
‘The warld's harmoniuus volume, thers 1a read
The trauscript of himscll:

i AKEXSIDE,

Pyuthagoras was tho first who devised the name of
Philosophy.  Hle thouzht no an was wise but Gud
euly ; aud that learned men ought to be considered
a4 Jovors of wisdom. as tlie term 1efesredl to implies.
‘vathei than really wise. ‘The subjoct ofthis memnir
was truly eminent in that art or.acienco which loads
“mon to contemplate the nature, causes, and eflects,
of the material warks of God.

He wax the seventh son, and the fourtecath child
of Richard, Earl of Cork. ‘T'wo misfortunes hap-
penad to hiw in his childiiood : the first was she loss
of his mother, and the second, au incurable habit of

ing, which he i

= and, indeed, his desie for these was al
ways very limited. But Bishop Buuet, to whom
Boyle had communicated many particulars of his
life, tells us that what had the’ greatest weight in
determining ity judgment was, * the not feching
withiu himself auy motion or tendency of nind,
which he could safely esteem a call from the 1oly
Spirit: and so not veuturing fo tahe huly orders.
lest he should be found to have lied unto it.”

The famo of this emiuent man was so great, and
is Jabours so incessant, that;the papere of the
Royal Suciety werc greatly eularged. and abundant-
ly euriched, by the communications of his experi-
ments ; und as he was one of the first iustitutors, so
ho was the priucipal support and oroament of (hat
viluuble establishment.  He alsu exerted himseliin
other departeuts, particularly in advaucing works
of"charity,* and schomes of moral and .comsercial
improvements. Ilo was a Direetor of the East fn-
diz Company, and the principal instrument iu pro-
curing their charter ; fur which lie unly required, as
an acknowledgmeunt. that they would sanction mca-
sures tendiug to propagate Christianity in their set-

X d by mucking somo o-
ther children. At Euton school, where he was edu- tlements.
eated, he soon di da Al 1l

which promised future gr He also eviden
-ed a disposition to improve it to the utmost; and
"three years aftor he was sent to Eaton, ho accom-
.panied his brother Francis in his travels, being then
eoly in the elevénth year of his age.

‘fy’h‘ey sottled some time at Geneva, where among
ether studies, the young Philosopher applied dili-
ggently to the mathomatics, of which he had befure
scyuired the rudiments. Afier a stay of near two
rs at Geneu.lﬂz_ey vi.sixed Ttaly, ,wljurg the studi-

CY; this desirable cnd, he had printed at
Oxfurd five hundred capies of the Gospels and Acts
uf the Apostles in the Malanay tongue. He gave a
sreat reward to the person who traosluted into Ara-
hic Grotius's incomparable book, on the truth o. the
Christiau religion ; and had a whole edition printed
at his owo cxpence, which he took care to have
spread iu all the countries where that lunguage is
understood.  Judecd the great object of his philose-
phical and other pursuits was to aid the cause of re-

ligion. and to di: and jufidelity.

‘ods’ youth 3 3 Pphrticu-
lar attentiou the receat discoverics made hy the uot
od astronomer Galileo. 1llero they resided some
eonsiderable time: but their circumstauces being
straitened, for the waat of proper remittances, and
their father's affairs being greatly embarrassed,
through the rehellion in Ireland, they. afier experi-
encing many difficulties, returned to England in the
summer of 1644, and found that their father was
dead. To hisson Robert, the father had hequeath-
ed the manor of Stalbridge, whern chiefly the Phi-
losopher afterwards resided: but when in London,
be lived with his sister, the Lady Raneluagh, who, it
is said, had » genuis aud temper similor to his awn.
‘He now devoted himself wholly to philosophical
pursuits, aud made freq excursions to Oxford,
where a philosaphical society was held, which after-
wards Lecame the famous Royal Saciety, of which
be was one of the earliest meibers.

For the sake of enjoying the company ofhis learn-
e fricuds, Dr. Johu Wilkins, Dr. John Wallis, Dr.
Scth Wanl, Dr. Thomas Willis, Mr. Christapher
Wren, Dr. Gaddard, and Dr. R. Rathurst, he for
asoason hade adicu to his favourite residence, and
fixed his ahode at Oxford. Here he apphied prin-
eipally to experimental philosophy, and contrived
amore e § ctair pump than that which had been
‘recentiy int ented.

‘But natura! philosophy was not “the only suliject
which enzized his atiention when at Oxford. “He
cultiviited nn acquaintance with the learned langus-
ges, and devoted so much time 10 the study of theo-
logy and sacred criticism. that at the Restorauon,
he 'was presecd to cuter into orders, with a view of
wising him to the episcopacy, # rank which fow
wmen would have more adorued.  He was solcnea
to entes on this important office by Lotd Clarendun,
one « £ilic winisters of Charlés the secoud, whoalse.
treated b with particular kinduess.  Biylo con
sideredd the proposal with due attention.  He roflect-
cd, that, in hi< prescut sitnation of Life, whatever he
wrate with respect 14 religicn would Inve greates
weight, as coming from a Ixyman: for he well huen
that the wreligions fortied thennelves agamst al.
‘that ihe clergy cou'd offer, by suppositig iud saying.
that it witd ‘thewr trade, and that they were .abund .
mutly remunciated.  Beéomsidered likewise, thay,]

b
e

His intimate friend, Bishop Buraét, makes the fol-
lowing ohservatious an this point i It appear
those who convened with :um' on his inquisies into
nature, that bis 1nam design was to ratso i lnself
and others mare exalted sentigients of the greatness
and glory, the wisdom and gooducss of God.;  This
purpose was so deeply impressed on his mind, that
he coucludes the asticle of lus- Will, which relates to
the Ruyal Society, n these words :— [ wish them
4 happy success in their attempts to discover the
truo nature of the works of Gud: and 1 pray that
thny, and all other searcliers into physical truths,
wmay cordially refer their at 10 theglory of
the great Author of nature, aud to the comfort of
waukiod.”

The genius of this truly Christian Philosopher ap-
peared to be equal to-almostany astempt with the
limits of possitulity.  The Rayal Society thus esti-
mated his ability, and @ 1673, designed hun the ho-
nour of being their President, which, however, he
modestly dechned. I the samc year e pontished
an extraordivary tract, entitled, ** An ilistonical
Account of i Degradation of Gald, made by the Au-
ti-clixir.”  And about 1631, he cugaged 1 proniat-
-ug the propagation of the gospel among the Iudiaus
of North America.t-

Ris character being known, and “his excellence
achunonledged, bis conversation was greatly prized.
aml hus company niuch sought, by numbers of dif-
ferent ranks m avciety. Jis preseuce was m such
1equest, that, in 1639, he was obliged 10 hanve re-
course to an advertisenicut, 1o prevent the wirusion
of visitors. By this schewe hic gamed tune to per-

“ilis charitire were 83 extencive, that, itis sad, they
amouuted to wore than a thousaud pouuls sterliag every
year. . HEN
t He had so profound avencration jor the Deity, th=t the
very name of Gud wag never. sentiviced by bun vinout n
paucead virible 2top in bis dicconese’, m which 3w Peter
Pe1t, who knew him for almost forty years, Affcss, that
** he was soexact, thatbe did not remenber to have obsery-
ed i cuce 1o (axlm ot

$In d of this atteupt, he gave £3009 during hus Yis-
He contrihuted largely nlsote The impressions buth of tae
We'sh Bible, iid of the Irish Pible, for the use ufac Thgt
Invde in Seathand.  In addition10°these Iaudalle ¢ natons,
ireapent £ i an edition of the. Irish Bible, nhich he ore

derod to be distributed u that cluntry.

fect sume importaut works, particularly those ou
Chemintry.

Ile wiote voluminowmly on bjcets :
and founded a Lecture at St. Paul's, in dcfence of
the gosy.el, against jnfidels of every kiud ; the effeets
of whith have been very conspicuous in the niayy
volumes of excelleut discourses which have been
published in con-cquence of that laudable and pious

design. e died December 20, A. D. 1691, exact-

ily a week after his beloved sister, Lady Ranelagh.
His remains were interred in the church of St. M-
tin in the Frelds, where & fu.eral sermon was
preached by his fricnd Dr. Burvet, who says of tus
piety. and of his zeal for the Christian religion:—
* His zeal was unmixed with narrow notions, or a
bigoted heatin favour of u particular sect; it was
that apirit which is.the ornument of a true chuis-
tian.” )

This, most distinguished Phitosopher and Chenust.
was a man of extensive learning; and -his'stock-of
ikunonledge was i T} lebrated Dr.
j Boerhave has passed the following enlogium upon
him :~+ Boyle was the ornament of his age ad
country.  Which of lus wnitings shall ¥ commend ?
All of them. ‘T'o hims we owe the secrets of fire, nir,
water, animals, vegetables, fossils ; so that from his
works may be deduced the whule system of natural
knowledge.”

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

PROGRLSS OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN THE WENY
INDIKS.

(Ertracts from an Address to Candidates for Haly
Orders, recently published by the Bishop of Bar-
badoes. )

« Tha diacese in which your ministry will he ex-
ercised is divide: into so many and distunt portions,
that in no one colony can any very numerous body
of clergy be collected s aud even under the most fa-
vourable circumstances, the nature of the climate,
the hardness of the roads, and the want of prape:
conveyance, will prevent that frequent and vare-

ined p l ication with bers of
yourown profession.which wust ever add so materi-
ally toa clergyman's own comfort, and by the mu-
tual interchange of pastoral eapericace, advance the
cause of religion among his people. Much mum
consequently be left to yourawn discretion, and you
will have uced to pray fervently for God's Spirit tn
be with you, and to consult diligently the Scriptires
and the writings of our most approved Diviaes, and
to apply carefully to the Rubrics und Cazausaof your
hurch, for direction in ke discharge of your miniy-
terial duties.

** Wherever your station may be. you can neither
expect much saciety, nor conscientiously engaze io
it —Yaur chief acquaintince should be the ‘Rock
which you are bound to feed. A clergy mat can nei-
ther afiord the tite nor the expenise of much com-
pany.  ‘Fhe little which canhe spaved outof his an-
uual income. is but harely sufficient for the acca-
sional relief of the poorer members of his flock. for
the increase of lus owu private librasy, and fur sub-
scriptinus to those religious societics in conuecting
with bis Church. which will be found of such unpor-
tant assistance to hia in his pastoral labours.  And
with rezard to titue, he'lias nut & moment which ke
cun call bis owe. <A minister'sis a Herculeun , la-
bour: bis wark edids not but with his life, io that
ucw objects. of his care contnually offer themselven.'
Relaxaton, indecd, ho must have : but Relaxatug
not far his own sake, hut that he may return refieshi-
ed and more vigoroas to the work whercuuto lie
has detoted himselt.

* 1 Vol. V. af kie worke, in the fillowing very imporfant
remack s Deisls must, 1= maintain theie negati vereey,
auadion preater hat hri
N ke pasi

i tities thru Ch , 10 m1in
Ve ciced of the Apustles. Ard they must
to believe, that chance, of nature, Crauperste:
4 pert. ow wencerful, and karaly credibls hings,
1 thie great author of upture, Liod, should be able to
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