
TRINJTY UNIVERSITY REVIEW.

13<).

ilunder;
bhis were
ery, ho%5

we mmtiy;
iould b'
)ipensil

for the

an ocI
lave Il~

nishW
to enu 0l
mlnphatic

d pi-aise,
'e of il"
ress d
tenden'
faith O
inguish,
refer tO
don 01"
itute fol
icreed'
in the

the su]3'
nouided
-loth of
-stitioîs
-ich U
the OF'
subliffle
ýed th't
,e worîId
0- cal lei
the dî'Y
X ploded

weas',
orond 0'
ind for

use hi$

j Ve the

huIlili

,tiofl Of

) cal0J

idge î"i
hel')

'estless
;theY

id hew'
101d 110

If ever there was a time when the Chut-eh of God should
1Joldly and emnphatically proclaim the truth-if ever ed-
Ucational institutions such as this were called upon to give
theji. studetîts (lefinite and dogmatic teaching, àL is the
P*esent hour when so many are departing f rom the faith
an)i grasping at theories whichi first mislead and then sub-
"C1rt the soul.

ln opposition therefore to ail agnosticisni which denies
tat we can know either God or the things of God, I wish

'Mlatically to state that there are certain sublime and
tIanisceîîdeît r-evelations of God, given to us by the ]Divine
Wo'(rd which we cao most positively teach our youth ini or-
der titat thiey may find a safe anchorage aînid the restless
bill(NI.S~ of this troubled life, and find that glorlous peace
the world is so utterlIv unable to bestow. c

First tlu'n wc caït knowc &od in t/w a,,ce of Jesus Christ.
Christ wvas the l)righltness of the Father's glory, and the

express image of His Person. In speaking to Philip, H1e
ýaid: " lHave 1 b',en so long tinte with you, and yet hast
thou not known mie, Philip? lie that hath seen me biath
'een the Father : and how sayest thou, shew us the Father? "
Ir'respective Of ail revelation, irrespective I mean, of those
40 1Y Scriptures in which the life,- deathi and character of
Ollr blessed Lord are portrayed, what evidence have we of
'lis historical being; of Hini whom uwe delight to serve as
hOth oui' Saviour and our King? The most overwlhehning
Pr(of of the Christian religion mnust be Christ himself, and
~' the Inte Canon Cook of CExeter has said :--lf we bring a
bîjn1d man out -ut mnidday and hid hiin look straight at the
~l'1 when it is hlazing in the zenith, and if hie cani see no
light it -will be useless to brin<i himt out at midnight to

hew hiîni Sirius or Vega. Christ is the sun llimself and
the whole eartbi shall be full of is glory.

If Christ then did not even exist as an historical Person,
0efact is adinitted even by infidels theinselves and that is,

that the ideal Christ, the Christ of the Gospels was created
4'd described witlî ail lis wvoîdrous ý;ayings, His tragic
(lelauh, bis stupendous resurrection and his mysterious ap-
Pearalices at the very time whien we believers know llin to

b"elived anîd died and rose again. But this admission
ltv(>ves a (ilieultv which. no unbelief, however learned
0r subtieý bas ever been able to solve. The difficulty is
this: If no historical Christ ever lived, froîn whose brain
ev1er sp rai g the conception of the glorious Christ so vividly

ý'1Crbedý'the Gospels. The mnost thoughtful of infidels
iive lted that the huitmble fishiermen f rom the placid

Watters of Galilee were utterly unable to produce such a
eonception. The Christ they looked for w'as a temporal
ruiler , the Christ of the Gospel is, according to this theory,
"'ade to say, My kingdomt i not of this world." In-
Aed not onlv is the Christ of the Gospels a totallv differ-

~. eing froin. that which the disciples looked for, but
~Whole teaching, was diamnetrically opposed to ail the
11sand 'aspirations of the nation at large. If then the
ielChrist ws not a Jewish conceptioni, wvhose were the

h8'tds whichwpainted a picture so infinite and sublime ?
Oer'taiitly no artist froW the Greek or Roman worlds sunk

~they we.e in darkness, superstition and sin. "lit the
ýlstne of the Year One," asks Chadwick, "whiat is

heeto explain Christ? l id this eagle witlî suni-sustain-
eYe enierge front thîe slumns of the age of Tiberius. the

est age in history? Natural causes, the struggle to
% ,the race wvhich is for the swift, and the battie, to the

th 011 did these teach a Jew to pray upon Hiýs cross for
''r4ewho nailed ii there ? And whence is the trumnpet,

ý Whose is the breath in it, which lias blown that diying
0PPlicationi round the world and down the ages to become

ceiu«sand races the l)last (if a spiritual resurrection ?
hobit the throne f romt whicli lie stretches a rod of

,,,aecss the world ?-and where bas ever human being
~idthe çolors and the brush to paint across the wildest
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storm-clouds of existence this neyer-fading Rainbow,
which spans the vast circuit of ahl measurable time.

Such is the glorous and infinite Being; to xvhoin now
we can triumiplantly point our youth as the one supreme
object of their love, the Redeemer (ýf their souls and the
Guide of their future patît. On this8 point let our teacli-
ings be clear, definite and comprehiensive, antd as the world
nieeds Christ more than midnigltt needs the sun let us
with ahl our power, emphasize and enforce this fact. Let
us teacli thiein that as the suit blanches every star and will
admit rio colupetitor in the field, 5(1 before this peerless,
solitary Christ-King of aIl kings and Lord of al lords-
all humîxan learning shrinks to ignorance and ail humnan
strengthî to wamtt. Under the uiagnificent span of the Arc
de I'Ï-oinlphe in France, where France records the t.riumplis
of hier arms, no less than eighit broad and splendid avenues
meet ; so that standing beneath the intersections of the
Arch, and looking first outwardly and thien inwardly we find
that ail lines here centre, and fromt titis tlîey ail radiate.
So too in this Arcît of eternal Triumph J-.esus Christ our
Lord, ail the broad avenues of bine converge, anîd f roll Huîuî
they issue forth into eternity. I lu [ui tintîe and eternity
meet. How parainounit, theut, how transcendent the im-
portantce of knowimîg him --thie mystery of His incarnation,
the holiîîess of His life, the atoîting value of His pro-
pitiatory death, lis resuîrection, His ascension antd His
coîtting again. These are the Llîeînes on wvhichî amugels
linger, and titis is the knowledge whiclî in the rush and
antagonismn of life will itiake our young, nîen, not the sport
and prey of every wayward wind that -sweeps across their
path, but strong and vigorous, able to witness a good con-
fession and push the fierce battie to the gate.

Secondly.-Against ail Agnosticism which aiins that
notbing is knowable of God, we know the trudi; G-od*'s
word is truth.

In aîty war that înay be waged, to seize the capital of
the eneiny is to overthrow luis pueand to uuuake ourseif
supreune master of bis land. Lut more thami capital to the
mightiest emîpire on earth, more than air to the lungs, or
bieart to thte b)ody is the volume of the Holy Scriptures to the
Churci of the living God. It is the one sacred and imnviol-
able deposit committed to ber care ; the inspired instru-
ment of ail bier chartered rights; the infallible history of liter
origin and progress in the past, and the foundation of ail
hier hope in the future, but above ail this, it is God's one
stupendous revelation to man whose autbority, is attested
by the resurrection of Jesus Chtrist from the dead, and
whose inspiration is inanifest froin the fact that it was
written by the tingers of God.

Againist such a volume as titis- the very citadel of our
faith, as might be expected---all the powers of ilarkness and
of sin are to-day contbined. lleaded by Satan, they are be-
leaguering this stronghold of the Truth, knowing full wehl
that if only faith in the Word of God can be overthrown,
Christianity as a power is practically lost, and tbe era of
infidelity and atheismu begun. lence, hydra-headed mon-
sters are rising everywbere to do, if possible, their share
in the great work of demiolition. So-called men of science
wluo dlaim they are famuiliar- withi every geologica] event
f ronti the tiîne this eartb was only vapour tili the alluvial
deposits were formned ini thte changes of the Neozoic age,
somte, I am thankful to say, utot ail of them, affirm that
Moses is unscientific and his statemeîts unworthy of their
credence. Destructive critics, each with bisi axe and
spade, trying to overturil thue faith of centuries and by
wild theories to drape the sunlight of the world. Clergvy-
mien ini their pulpits, professors in tîteir chairs, a great comn-
pfex host, whose teeth aie speers and arrows and tlieir tomtgue
a sharp sword.

In answer to ail adverse criticism with respect to the
Word of God, I wish to advance three propositions.


