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self. Sucli a fact Oughit lot to loivcr hlm in Our estima-
tion, but rathcr tic contrary, as ilso should the fact that
hce did not fuly compreliond, the nature of the subjcct
lie %orkced uipot. That this ivas so is shiewn by his cx-
pcctatioit that bis induction "I vas to end by no very
prolongcd or difficult proccsscs i absolute certainty.
And next it was to Icave vcry little to the diffièrences Qi'

intellectual powver, it %vas ' o lcvcl minds and capac,'tits."
--(CL. Eng. Men of Lct., Bacon, p. i8o). lic aimced at
nothing less than a comprlccnsivc schcmce of philosopby
and science, whicli should co'vcr tho %vhole grouind of
those subjccts. 1lis IlInstauratio Magna" wvas dividcd
into six parts, but their %vorking out is scarcely, morc
than commcnccd. What then did Bacon accomplish ?
And hoi' did bis work so large:ýly influence thc subse-
qucut course of tliougbit. 1-ikie Descartes, lie bcgins
with a universal sccpticism, wlîich is bis starting point
for reconstruction. Beforc lio couli huild, thc ruins of
the old cdifice must bc clcarca~ away fromn the site ; and
Micn tlîis was donc, thon lie laid the founidations of that
wondrous palacc of kiulcIdgc, %liich, thougb stili in-
complote, lias silice becin rearcd on it. More than this
lie did flot do, but this was sufficient to, justify bis posi-
tion as one ini the first rank of 1EnglislImen. le did flot
invenft anything, but hoe tauiglt ail succccding aiges the
road to invention. 1le did flot disrover allything, but
hie indicatcd the sure incthods by which discovories wcre
to ho made. It is bis insistance upon the truc mcethod
of cxpcrirnent, observation and vcrification that makes
Bacon so groat a mnal. It was fot merci>' genius tîîat
distinguishcd him, but also the possession of the truc
prophectic spirit, whieh secmns di:nly indcci, but surcly to
sec the end before it, which knoîvs tho truth and the in-
plortance of its iessago to mankind by intuition, the
surest of ail knovledgc, and licoce makos tho propaga-
tion of it a life work. lie was inspired îvitb thc desire
of gnining kniowlcdge, of discovcring tho secrets of nature
in al its. depaytmentis. It was an over-present dcsire,
maintaincd %vith a stcady enthusiasm, wlîich lias borno
great and rich fruits. he love of knovlcdgc fillcd him,
flot oniy for its oivn sake, but also for the saike of the
good ivhichw~ould llowv to tho race from it. Bonievolonce
o mnankind wvas a chief airn of Bacon.

From flacon dates the rcform of the methods c n
tural scicnccý As wve, to-day, survey the %vondrous re-
suits of Jhat reform, ive lit once sec hoîv great the influ-
cnce of Bacon en subscquont researches bias been. 0f
modern invention hoe is the fathor. Ho prescribes, the
nîethod, lio Icaves it to othecrs to carry it out. le
bias bccn compared to 'Moses surveying the prorniised
£and from. thc mountain top, but flot pcrmitted tu eniter
therein.

But to, à ' .-le cstimato of the influence of Bacon,
wc must flot look on -the good resuits of bis iife-îvork,
atone. Truc, it is, that benevoience was what lie ainied
at, but liov disappointing in many respects is tUicevent.

Pains.takzing and sclf.denying mon have indccd donc
mucli to alieviate niisory and pain, to save life and to
prolong it. Science bas p)c-rmtcd tasks beside which
the labours of liIrcules sem but trifliig. But thc mon
of this goncration have scîzed iipon invcntions and dis-
coveries %vith rude, unscr.pulous band., and distortcd
themi to tlieir oivi unids, to aid themi in amassing wcalth.
Not only bas invcontive science bcen thus lîarncsscd to
this dlegài ding service, but priliciples of business, of poli-
tical ccolîoiny, have likewisc been ivrested froin tlicir
propor usoc, to enable the sharp) man to, get the botter of
his lcss-giftcd feilotv, so that tic resuit lias not been the
ainlioration of ail, flot Il tho survival of thîc fittcst," but
of th., slîarpest. More thian this-if science lias taughit
us to savc, it lias tauglit uis atlqo to dcstroy. ling-ines of
%var, deahiiîg ý'eath wiiolesale on aIl sidcs , powcrful ex-
plosives, îvbiehl cain ho ignitcd by rcckless bands from a
distance, so as aimost to defy discovery, on tic one
hand, and on tlîc otlior, suhîle devices for accumulation
of wcalhî at the expei)nse of life aîîd liealtlî, as for in-
stance, tlîc adu:tcration of food and drink. WVc have
purchascd our lu\uries, oftcn at the expenso of aur
lbcaltb. Moral as %voîl as physical science lias placed
wealth ii tlîc lands of tic fetw, and for themn 1 as mad.
life idle and sclfili too often.

The nervous disorders %vhich prevail to such an alarm-
ing extent bave flot desccndcd froin our anccs.ors, but
airc a devclopimcnt of our aitecd: conditions of lifo.

\'ct, in spite of these considprations, wiîich cannot ho
omitted, tic gencrai resuit off the application of iniprovcd
mcthods of thoughit to the %vorld and its contents, wo
believe, bave been bcîîcficial. Some of tlîc branches of
science arc >'et very incomplcte. Whcn %ve gauin a clearer
knoivlcdgc, of the science of politicai conmy, for in-
stance, the manifest iu,îf.irncss of much in the cxisting
dcpartments of business, notably iii the case of spocu-
latioti, may bc removcd.

XVc have yet to mntion tii- influence of Bacon upon

ohiiosop4îy proper. This ivas so entirelv inîdirect thar
it =_Y; bc dismissi. 1 with a fé%v ivords. Iii insisting uponl
expori.ment and observation, bie preparcd the %vay for
that mot4crii, empirîcai, sonsuiai school of philosophy,
whosc founder Nvas jolis Locke. Locke lIad, indecd, a
precursor in H-obbes, %vho, hoiwcverachicved distinction
ratlicr in the field of moral anîd political science.

Locke, likc 13aconi, may bc said to begin îvith a uni-
versai scepticism, of ail provious philosopby. Bacon bad
shcwn that oxperiment and observation %%,as tic truc
way to arrive a' certairnty, Ind liad cond'mincd antici-
pationîs of the resuits. So, too, Locke applies the same
method ta the investigaition of the lioman uindcrstandinig,
and wvas against the theoay tiîat the lioman intellect pos-
sMses inntie ideas. IlNihil in intellectu, quod nion
fueit in qcnsu" is the motto of Locke. le combats alt
thoçe phîilosophers, from Socratcs dowvntvzrds, wvlo lîad
conccrncd thcmnscivcs %viti thec grounds of bciîîg. The


