
ONTARIO FIFTY YEARS AGO AND NOW.

ance of 12 ,1 3 6 pupils; 5,147 Common
Schools, with 494,424 enrolled scho-
lars; and the total receipts for school
purposes amounted to $3,226,730.*
Besides these, there are three Ladies'
Colleges, and several other important
educational establishments, devoted
-entirely to the education of females,
together with private and selectschools
in almost every city and town in the
Province, many of which stand very
high in public estimation, though I
regret I am unable at the present
time to give more information about
them. There are two Normal Schools
for the training of teachers. The one
in Toronto has been in existence for
29 years, and is so well known that it
is unnecessary for me to attempt any
description of it. The total number
of admissions since its foundation
have been 8269. The Ottawa school,
which has only been in operation for
about two years, has admitted 433.
Three other important educational in-
stitutions have been established by the
Government in different parts of the
Province, viz: the Deaf and Dumb In-
stitute at Belleville, pleasantly situated
on the shore of the Bay of Quinte, a
little west of the city. The number in
attendance is 269t, and the cost of
maintenance for the past year was
$38,589. The Institute for the Blind
at Brantford numbered 200 inmates,
and the expenditure $29,515. These
institutions erected at a very large
outlay, are admirably equipped and
under the best management, and prove
*a great boon to the unfortunate class
for whom they were designed. The
Agricultural College at Guelph, for
the training of young men in scientific
and practical husbandry, though in its
infancy, is a step in the right direc-
tion, and must exercise a beneficial
influence upon the agricultural inter-
ests of the country. Of Medical Cor-
porations and Schools, there are the
Council of the College of Physicians

* Report of the Minister of Education for
1879.

t Report Inspector of Prisons, 1880.
2

571

and Surgeons of Ontario; the Faculty
of the Toronto School of Medicine ;
Trinity Medical School; Royal College
of Physicians and Surgeons ; Canada
Medical Association; Ontario College
of Pharmacy ; Royal College of Den-
tal Surgeons; and Ontario Veterinary
College. There is also a School of
Practical Science, now in its fourth
year. This, though not a complete
list of the educational institutions
and schools of the Province, will, ne-
vertheless, give a pretty correct idea
of the progress made during the fifty
years that are gone.

The accommodation furnished by
the school sections throughout the
country has kept pace with the pro-
gress of the times. As a rule the
school-houses are commodious, and are
built with an eye to the health and
comfort of the pupils. The old pine
benches and desks have disappeared
before the march of improvement-my
recollection of them is anything but
agreeable-and the school-rooms are
furnished with comfortable seats and
desks combined. The cliildren are no
longer crowded together in small un-
ventilated rooms. Blackboards, maps
and apparatus are furnished to all
schools. Trained teachers only are em-
ployed, and a uniforai course of study
is pursued,sothat each Common School
is a stepping-stone to the High School,
and upward to the College or Uni-
versity. Great attention has been paid
by the Board of Public Instruction in
selecting a uniform series of text
books throughout the course, adap-
ted to the age and intelligence of the
scholars, and if any fault can be found
with it, I think it would be in the num-
ber. The variety required in a full
course-even of English study-is
quite a serious matter. The authori-
ties, however, have laboured earnestly
to remove every difficulty that lies in
the student's path, and to make the way
attractive and easy. That they have
succeeded to a very great extent, is
evident from the highly satisfactory
report recently presented by the Min-


