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parative Religion etubraces three spheres. riirst, the Historical Study of
Religions, or the investigation inito the history of the various types of reliai-
ous life and thougylit, whichi have appcared iiu all religions of the world and
ailong ail classes of mcen, f romn the lowest to the highlest. This is the fun-
damental study, the study of religious facts, their lîistorical growth and
relationships. Upon tlîis as a basis mnust be buiît up ail further investiga-
tions. Second, the Philosophy of Religion. This is the interpretation of
thc phienomiena iii the ligît, of philoso'ihical laws. Ilere are included both
the organizatioii of thiese facts froin thc psychological point of view or the
psychology of religion, and the postulating of the fundamental nietaphysi-
cal presui)positions on wiceh religious Uîinkliîîg rests, or the infereîîces froni
facts as to the f undamiental truthis %vliiel underlie ail religrion. Third,
Comparative Theology , or the comparison of religious phienoînenai. This is
lu a senise Uic higyliest achievemient of the study of religion, since it endea-
vors to reachi, fronii Uic broadest kind of induction, the highiest and muost
uiniversal forîns of religious thoughlt. Each of these three Hiles of investi-
gation, important in itself and a field for Uic activities of a multitudc of the
strongest ininds, offers miost useful inaterial for Uie înission&îry student iii
lis preparation fori's Nvork.

*First, if. is neccssary that the student prepare himisclf iii tie knowledge
of the religion of the particuilar people to wliom lie is to go ; and the more
minute the information lie can obtain, the more deely lic Cali bury ituseif
iii the intricacies of this religioii, s0 inuch the more succcssful 1,e is likely to
be iii bis practical endeavor. There are twvo point,- of view froanl whicli the
miissionary mnay wvork Hie iinay regard flic religion of tiiese peuples as
tittcrly and totally false and of the dcvii. His duty must therefore be to
oppose anjjd to clestroy it, root and brandi. Hie is, therefore, a wvarrior
armled for destruction. Ycery Nvell. To know one's opponent thoroughly
is the very bcst preparation for oy-erthrowing ]iimi. If these religionis are
to be uprooted, %vc nust knowv how decpi the moutsgfo and liow %vidc their
ramnifications. On the otiier hiand, if Nwe believe thiat aIl religions hiave
sonîietliugl of God iu themn, -and that wve are to lift the believers iii these falsc
relig(,tins up f roin somlethillg which is imlperfeet, then surely one inust necds
kniow in Nvhiaf the imperfections Consist ; une0 nîust knlow wvhat are the
divine elemnents in these religionls to wvhich, to attacli, on wvhicli to build,
the iiew structure of the clearcr and fuller divine revelation. We arc not
now discussing the trutu or thc falsity of these theuries. It is clearly Cvi-
dent that on eithcr theory a knulwledgye of the lîistury of religion is indis-
pensable to the best preparation of thc mliSsiona ry.

Secondl tue phulosophjical study of religjin is not -%vitllout its importance
il. the mission field. The student of religrion realizes as no other the real-


