I the _other -day. -in- Scrambleton.

-{-sent, -aud -while everybody clse

“frucedless expenditure,
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HOME-AND SCHOOL.

Vision of .Bylshnzzur.

10t hitg was on bis thione,
The xatiups througed the hall,-
A thossand hright lamps shone
O'er that high festival
A thonsand eups of gold,
Tit Jud e dedmd davine
Juhinalis o ads Ll
The godloss heathen's wine

Tn that &ame howy and hatl,
e tingers of a hand

Cane-tontloagainst the wall,
And weote ns 8 on saned

Fhe Gugers of 2 man
A sohtary hand

Along the wetters ran,
Aud-traced them hihe a4 wand

The manarch saw, and shook,
And bade no more rejoice 3

Al bloodless wased Iy look,
And tremulous lus soice,

“ Let-the nen of lore appeat,
The-wisest-af the earth,

And c\|l\ouml the words of fear,
W hiach mar our voyat muth,

Chaldea's seers are good,
© But her thiey have no skill
And the unknown letters stood
Untold andawful still,
And Babel s men of age
Are wise and deep in lore ;
“Butnow they were not sage,
= They saw-—but knew no more.

A eaptne in the land,
A-stranger and a youth,

He heard the hing's command,
e saw that writing's trutn
The lamps around were bright,

The propheey i view:
He read 1t on tha, mght—
The nwrtew provad it teue.

“ Belshazzar's grave is made,
His hingdom-passed anay,

He. in the balance weighed,
Is Hghtand-worthless clay

The shiroud, s robe of -state;
His canopy, the shy «

The Mede s at s gate
The Persian onhis throne.

Al

o‘?’o
Does- It Pay ?”
Tuey had-a Sunday-school Festival
t] l 5 Mr.
Slocum from another chuich-was pre.
\va§
-the

beawing- with joy, -he counted

|- candlds and-the varied decorations, the

number of-children _present, -and -the
_gifte, and -caleulated what -the- affair

1 cost at seventy five cents a head. ~ The
I next day in“his-oflice, for he is presi-

dert of a-Savings-Bank, -he -was-re-

-joicing with thie cashier over the large
dividend of a certain railroad company,
-of-which-he-is a director, and deter-
mining how many thousands to-invest

JFin a-new- Colorudo- Sitver Mine Com.
- pany, when Miss Earnest-came-in to

-collect-a-bill- for the-tuition of- the
“three young Slocums in her duy-school.

My 8. wt once spoke-of the-scene of

“the night before, for Miss Ewrnest is a
-teacher in that Sunday-school, and-ex-
pressed”himself very plainly as to the
1 ] huve been
-in-the Sunday.scliool forty years,” said
-he, “und-was a superintendent twenty

“|-years ;-und-I"can conduct a school- for

-less than fifty dollus a year. The old-

“I-fustioned Dible and Catechistm aro good

_cnough for-me.  All-this money-for

+lesson papers und concert exercises and

_all this-stuf-doesu's pan
4 M Slocum,” replicd Miss Earnest,”
-4 do you conduet your bhusiness as you

-{-did forty vears ngo? Have you gained

_all your real estate, and your bank and
-railroad »tocks, -in proportion to-an
_investment of_fifty dollars-per year?
-Or do- you-not believe that if men
~would employ their-business_talent to
_the Lord's work, 1le-would bless them
just as frecly -us Ho does in secular
affairg 3" ’

¢ “Well, well—perhaps s0; but that
is not"the point. The-point is, docs a

"Sunday-schiool need anything. more

than Bibles and Catechisms, and a'place
to.meet in?- If you-can prove-to me
that it does; T-will agreo to-buy a-
library fur -our- Sunday school. “But
you must give me your- proof in
writing.” -

'Tho challenge was promptly ac-
cepted, anlam due time the-following
Japer-was sent-to Mr, Slocum :—

SMOW TO MAKE 1T PAY,

Make large investments if you cx-
peet large returns. -OF the unbounded
amount of prayer, fuith, and study
-needed for & successful school, 1" need
not speak -to one of -such-experience.
‘The challenge which I accopt has refer-
ence to the money principle involved,
-upon which point you, as a successful
business man, ought to be enlightened.
The question-is, What besides Bibles
und Catechisms will pay in the Sunday-
school

It will-pay to keep your-Sunday-
school-out-of -a- basement- or-a- back
room Let-God's-pure sunlight -and
fresh air come in, Don't expect chil-
dren-to-pray and praise where a dog
would be overcome with sleep. Ilave
a bright, cozy -room, with littlo seats
for an infant class, casy of access and
-well--ventilated.  The Sunday-school
should have u-separato building, with
rooms for Bible classes, training class,
_infant class, reading-room for teachers,
and the whole adapted for socinl gather-
ing of school and parents-with pastor
and officers-of -the- church, and always
room and-welcome for the strunger.

Don't have blank, bare_walls.

If-home hus u strong-hold on-young
atfections for tho influence of pure and
elevating pictuves,-so much-the .more
shonld” the—Sabbath- home be -made
“beautiful; Let the pictured charm-of
-sacred-story there speak-through the.
eyo to the heart.

Have illuminated texts-so-arranged
that their Leautiful colours aud holy
-words- will-bie ~gilded -upon the soul.’
“If- u- heathen philosopher had- -the
golden-rule in- letters-of -pure gold on
Ins study walls, should not Christians’
paint the inspired:-text on the heact by
every embellishment of art ¥

Havo maps “in_-variety ; superior
ones, too ; not little indistinct muddles
without form or comeliness, but-thoso
50 largo and clear that all'may bave a
“distinct idea of the shores and-moun-
_tains of -ancient story. = o

Have a_cabinet. Have specimens
of historic rock, of sacred-wood ; cedar
from Lebanon, olive from Gethsemane,”
shells from Jordan and Galilee, ancient
lamps and coius, -sandals -and -robes.”
Al thesc, and_such as are-unmistak-
ably genuiue, can be procured” with
moneys Let the scholars sce and
handle them, and-know that they- are
-real; and not-mentioned-as the-adorn-
ments of -some fairy tale of-ages gono
by. Have some heathen-idols, too, in
your cabinet, and pictures of -pagan
“worshippers performing- their unmean.
ing ceremonies,

A library'is of course expected ; but |-

-let it bo constantly supplied with only”
the best of _suitable books.

“Iave n hibravy for your teachers.

.Those who work most in His wvine-
yard may-bo rich towards God, but are
oftenest poor-among mnen, and cannot’
afford-an extensive hbrary.” Furnish
a room in-your Sunday-school building
with taste, mako it inviting, and placo

in -amplo “book-cases encyclopmdias,

commentaries, _history, _travels,-cevery-
thing which can-help to=eaplore-the
mines of Biblo study.

Subscribe liberally -for papers—for
your school—not these so dry the boys
threaten to-boil-them down for herb
tea—but something alive and_spark-
ling. Don’t:forget to-give the weo
ones casy -print -and” glowing pages,
Subseribe for all your teachers fur some
storling periodicals, anil read-the sume
yourself.  No :Egyptian task-master
was over more exacting than the pub.
lic sentiment of that church or society
which eapects teachers to charm_and
instruct their childven, and offers them
no - assistance -or co-operation.  Send-
“the poricdicals to your pastor, too.
-He -probably is-no richer than your
teachers, and heo needs -to be well-read
-in all such litarature.

1 you don’t approve-of Christmns-
trees- and -picnics, provide- something
better. Let theie “ho times when,
without the 1estraint of school dis
cipline, scholurs, teachers, and- parents-
may mcet in  wnconstrained- socinl
“fellowship., If all this is- needed-for
Lealthful growth in the church school,
much more in tho mission school.. The
poorer the-child’s week day homo:the
better should bo his Sabbath_home.

A-little orphan-refugee_boy, one of
_tho waifs of _-war who_was takenzto a
mission-schoo., -said. “I thonght it-
wag -heaven, it was so warm, aund so
bright, and such huppy music. -I looked-
to ind my mother.”

1f -music-is -to-be the languagoe-of-
heaven, let it be-as good-as possible
here,
-with hymns of real-devotion, and such-
skilful-leaders and-good imstruments as
shall secure the highest order of praiso
to God.

Don't have allthe good singing in
the church, like that congregation—in
the church-of the Holy Innocents,
which_pays_three-thousand dollurs-a-
year for music, and have an instrument
in the Sunday-school room which would
drive a street organ-grinder to despera-
tion. ‘That is-one_of-tho schonls that
hag been “run” (down- il)-for less
than tifty dollurs uw year,

“Have & generous fund, under proper
care, in reservo for your superintendent
and teachers to use.  If you-can trust
them with tho souls_and churacters of
your children, trust them with a little
Tueney.  If-thoy find  child who does
not ovn a Bible, Jot-them give it one.
If a_special book=often n.power for.

Have-plenty -of -choice books,

-| good—ought to-be -in-a--fammly, let-

them -placo it there, If any-aro sick,
let -there -bo -angels- of mercy, with
“means of- bearing blessing and relief,

When - teachers visit; let them be
well armed- -with -pemsuasivo -tiacts,
_picture cards, and embellished Scripture
texts, These are somo of tho ways in
which largo investments will bring.
largo-roturns.  May God open- your
eyes “to scc-—your hands to work—
your heart-to give—and sparo you to
see golden dividehds beforo muny duys.

“Hopefully_yours,
Ax Earxgst Teacuer

Tho-new-library -has- already-hecn
ordered for Scrambhloton, and good-Mr,”
S: says ho has concluded {o invest -his
extra -thousands -nearer -home -than
Colorado. But -beforo work is com-
menced on-the-now “building for- his
Sunday-schoo), ho wishes to send a-
copy of Miss Earncst's letter to-all
his Slocum relatives—and- they are
many and widelv scattered.—National
Sunday School Teacher.

Mado Whole,

Sttt vnly Llouchid the hen f His gaiment,
A to His side she stole,

Amid the srowd that gathend around Him,
And strughtnay she was whole,

Ciionts,

Oh, touch the hem of -Hhs gatment,
And-thou, too, shalt be free,

s saving power, this very-hour,
Shal give new Wifo to thee

She came i teatand tiembling betoro i,
Sho hoew Bier Lotd had come;

She 113t thiat from Bim, viitue had healed her, @
The mighty-ded was done,

Ho turned with, ' Daughter, be of good
confort,
Thy faith had made thes whole ;™
And prace that passeth all vnderstanding,
With gludness illed her soul. >

m—,————-—
Madagascar,

Turouait the recent ageressivo.
movements of- the Fronch, Madagascar!
_has been. brought again_ praminently ;
hefore the world, The following: fur.
nishes some account of-the island- and
the conversion of-the Quecn and many
of- hex people : i ’

Madagascar :is an island on the
south-east const of Africa, in length
abou:-950 mles, and i breadth, in-its

-widest part, 35U mnles, - with-an avex of t—"i"
about 225,000 square miles. Tt-s )
ubout-300 wiles from- Afiiea.  It-was +
Airst cvisited “by  Kurvopeans in 1506, 31"
under Almendy,-the Portuguese Vice &f;"
roy-of Indw. ‘Lhe-population at-the :fr—
esent time is about  2,500,000; ‘The i !
inhabutants or- Madagasear, though liv. i ‘o‘x
ing s0 close to Afuen, avo not Atricans, |
‘but e atlied-to-the Malays. Their i s;‘
physical- sippearance, -hitbits, and lan: (B'
guaye all-prove-this, o |
In--the persecution -of -tho- native 3—'
“Christians in Madagascar, beginningin ],1'
1836, it is cstunuted- that betweea i
sixty-and” eighty. suffered -martyrdom: ;:;
Many--hundreds-died—from -privation | |
and severo labour-unposed-upon them, } tli
Now Chrigtianity triumphs. ™ More é,‘
than o thousand-congregations have lt?
been-formed, and & number of a-thou tl:
sand- mative  sgents -ave-engaged -in g
vartous kinds ot Christian work, Thefll )
sclionls stre numerons ; there mo soven dl:
or-eight hundred—in connection-with i
the London und Friends™ Societics ffol‘
alone,_ and” there are “threc Mission @ )
printing-presses-nt. work, which-issue “an

about two_linndred-thousand volumes
a_year a—r'
It is supposed_that at ‘least half s @i
million avow-themnelves- to -be-Chris § o
tinns ; the monarch und highest nobles {]i
and oflicers of the Government anre Y
Clnistian _professors. “Sundav, Feb. 21, lir
1869, the Queen and her husband were “th
publicly baptized -in-tho name. of thelll
Father, and-—-of the-Son, and-of the *Eni
-Holy Ghost. I September-the imnge -,
of the-Keinnnlzah, the chief idol of the ki
DMalagasy,-was publicly-burned - in-the @™
eacred villago of Ambohimanambols fii- -
“An offierr was sent to tho-village, whollt o/
dragged-the idol -from- its- shrine, and wg
exposed it to tho-peaple.  “ Whost i o
idol is this?" ho-usked, ¢ It-belongi@ll (o
| to the Queen," 1eplied tho -bystanders “th
To_which _the oflicer made answer, **lf m‘
this idol. bo-mine,’ smth -Ranavalone B
‘mujaka, ¢I-need it not; let it-be it
burned.’™  This was followed by aajlii-)

immedinte burning of all- “the _idolt
theoughout the central |ir6vincel,—and -
as fur as tho Hova dominion was prac rn
tically extended.—Sunday Magazine. B
ble

It is not ”calrling your nphym.\ti
names that settles a question. -




