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Tho Ring and the Cross.
By 8. ¥. 8,

Can g Jewelled hand 1ift the cruss
high ™
The volice of my friend was grave.
- Can the slender wrist that {s8 weight
80,
ttalse over the rapks of sin and woe
Thg gign which alone can save 9

My queStioning eyes met the speaker:
2]

own,
Leve-lit of the Christ above,
Then dropped on the singlo ring I wore
A rlng which for me the legend bore
Of au earthly father's love.

« The band that once to the cross has
clung’n
Went on tho low, grave tone,
*« Mugt ever be profferad to human need,
Must be one in whose palm the world
may read
Marks ke to the Master’s own.

+ The flash of your diamond may blind
the eyes
Ot one who is seeking light;
AnQ what i, becauss of its cold, hard ray,
One goul that ere now might have found
the day
Be wandering stil} in night ?

*“I{ your sharp-cut jewel should wound
& hand
You take in a loving grasp,
Can you pray that the Master who sends
you forth
To vmilk as Be walked through a suffer-
ng e .
Wit hold your own in his clasp 7*

[s) loygng Lord, through thy servant's
DS,

-Spoke thine own sweet voice to me!
My hand is bare, and my heast is light,
And the token of love 1s laid to-night

“Op the altar,” Lord, for thee,
—All the World.

THY, LAND OF TEE 3ISING S8UN.
1L

Interest in the empire of Japan In-
creages. Twenty years ago that beauti-
ful country was largely an unknown
Janq; but of late, in answer to tho de-
mang for fuller and more accurate la-
formation in regard to the “ Flowery
Kingdom” and its inhabitants, books
bave multiplied, until we are almost
ready to cry, “ Enough A

Of the many books relating to Japan
and the Japanese, few are mors interest-
ing than that by Mr. Maclay, whose
“Bydget of Let- i
terg* Is the text of
the pres—t article.
Mr, Maclay telis us
that, during his so-
jourp in * the land of
the gods and of the
rising sun,” he made
it g practice “to
carefully reduce to
writing his observa-
tiong and experi-
enteg.”” These he
afterward  Te-Wrote
in the form of let-
terg, and We have,
fn  consequence, 3o
racy, Teadable and
instructive  volume.
The Tange Of topics
tovered by these lot-
terg 13 large, We
s¢t a glimpse of old
feudal times in Japan.
Wa are treated to s
vivid pen-plcture of
lite in tho Interlor.
Some notion ot
sthool-teaching, its
difgculties and char-
acteristics, s Im-
rarted. Sketohessare
Riven of the princlpal
cltien and chiet polnts
of Interost of the
country. Aund, of
Lreater moment than

"
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these, we learn of the soclal problems
in Japan, and of tho progress of mis-
slonary labour among this wonderful
reople. It will be sufiiclent to add, In
connecticn with our outline of the gen-
eral plan of the work, that the time cov-
ered -by the letters extends from October,
1873, to January, 1878.

YOKOHAMA,

One of the earliest points of attraction
to the visitor in Japan {s Yokohama, a
“city bullt upon a broad tongue of land
Jutting into Yeddo Bay. On one side Is
Yokohama harbour; on the other is Mis-
sissippl Bay.” It 18 a cosmopolitan city,
aime { all natlonalities leing represent-
ed; bhence it I8 not the most favourable
Dlace to select in order to study Japanese
life and character. Yokohamsa, during
Mr. Maclay's knowledge of it, enjoyed
the reputation of being * tas wickedest
place in the empire.” This i{s the pa-
tural result of the contact of lower forms
0f Western civil'zation with a degraded
Eastern society. Even in 1873, however,
the presence of the missionary was be-
ginning to have a salutary effect upon
the morala of the people.

Yokohama early became
whither European meschants shipped
thelr goods; especlally were dry goods
and clothing put upon the market. Early
adventures of this kind generally re-
sulted in commerciul disaster. “ The
vast nass of the natives are too miser-

a depot’

ably poor to jnvest in anything berond
headgear. Imagine a man, whose yearly
income 1s barely forty dollars, investing
in our exrensive clotking! Five dol-
iars 8 month s considered good pay,
Seven dollars a montk is very gocd pay.
s:xﬂllclent to keop a wife in cousiderabdle
style,”

HOMRB LIFE

Soclal and home life in Japan \ {1l not
call for lengthened reference. A Jap-
anese house, as a rule, {3 but one story
high, and, to our thought, quite small.
Mr. Maclay, however, while teaching in
the interior, at Hirosakl, was the fortun-
ate posessenr 0f “a good native dwell-
ing, having ecight rooms.”” ‘The only
coverings of the floor are the “ tatamis”
** heavily padded mats about seven feet
long, three feet wide, and about two
{nches thick, They constitute the prin-
cipal features in & native house; for,
from their soft nature, they serve as
beds, chsirs, and tatles. They are
manufactured of soft rushes, and are
bordered with silken edges.”  Accord-
ingly, in our eyes, & native houso would
seem very scautily turnished.

The cost of a Japanase house is small-
one of three rooms can be buiit for a
sum rapnging batween twenty-five to one
hundred dollare, and furniture costing
some fifty dollars additional. There are
no doors, their place belng supplied by
sliding partitions of a not overiy strong

A QUIRT QORNER IN A BUDDHIST CEMETZRY.

——

or thick materlal,  The housos are
heated by 1ittle brazlera. or small squars
wooden bhoxes filled with ashes, upon
wbich a few small pleces of red-hot chars
coal rest. It 18 no matter for surprise
*hat one of tho chief occupations of win-
ter. with many of the oatives. 1s the
task of keeping warm, for while the
thermometer does not often rvegister a
very pgreat degree of cold the air s
pecullarly damp, and cold sea broexos
ecem to flnd thoir wa, to ono's wery
bones.

Travel {8 gonerally prosocuted by
moans of the “ubiquitous jlarlkisha
man,” who provides a mode of locomo-
tion not altogether unpleasant. The
“kago,” & sort of palanquin, s, ono
would judge, an easter modse of travel,

MORALS,

Tho morals ot the people are much as
might be expected among thoso who have
always dwelt under tho shndow of
hoathenism. The people seem to be
children in mattors of moral distinction
between right and wrong, with thia dig-
ference, however, betwecn them and
children—the absence, in the vast ma.
jority of cases, of innocency. A malden,
to dellver her father from financial em-
barrassment, did, and still does, in the
Judgmen: of the Japanoso, a virtuous and
praisoworthy act, by selling herselt to a
life of sin.

The liquor problem has not yol as-
sumed the proportions in Japan that {t
has with us. The tame dict of the peco
ple, our author teils us, dues not tend
to produce violent appetites. It muat
not, however, be supposcd that total adb-
stinence 18 tho rule; nelther, whon prac-
ticed, that it {8 practiced frum principle.
Public holldays, ecspeclally New Year's
Day, aro made the occasiuvn nf intoxfca-
tion, and drunkenness is then common.
Wine 15 not native to Japan, Beer, ale,
porter, and bhrandy have never beon
made But the Japanese soon acquiie
a tasto for thess products of our clvil-
ization (7), and the nced for prohibitory
legislation will undoultedly be feit in
the near future. * Sake’ is tho natlve

intoxicant. It produces drunkenness,
mild compared with ours, but real
cnough in all consclence. DBut Mr

Maclay was not awa-o that dolirium

tremens was known {n the emplre

Smoking, though not uncommon, is re-

duced to a genteel art, which women

practice with propriety. But minute
quantitics are smoked at & time, and
only a couplo of whiffs are takea at once.

It i{s 2o gracefully and moderately in-

dulged ‘n as neither to injure tbo health

nor make the samoker offensive.

‘The l1abour problem romains for futuro

~ 8o'ction ia Japan,

’ Tho messes will bo
many years in for-
getting the old dis-
tinction between
themselves and the
upper classes. They
regard the “Samural”’
with instinctive fear
and respect. They
yet look upon them
as beings inherently
superior to them-
sclves. But tho day
will  surely como
when the labourer
will beygin to ques-
tion his own in-
ferlority., He will
query whether he has
N9t morgo than merely
the right to extst,
whetker Lo I8 not en-
{itled to a fow of the
pleasures, and to 2
fow of the relaxa-
tlons of life. When
that time comes, the
Japaneso will  gee
tho applcation of
tho tenth and
eleventh  commanil-
ments, which con-
taln 'n fact. the oaly
priuciplosthatcan aJd
Just this question hess
Oor anywhere else.



