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THE FAMINE IN INDIA.

Indta s once again over-
suewvned by lamihe D maby
ol her pruvipees, Uwing to the
tassure of tasn, and the conti aal
the wheat and cottun
vupa will be sary shott, o
wadl) an Notthan Jodia, U
bouthern and Westo i provine
will alao be seriously affected
How great the dellejency ny
prove cannot na yet bho ascer-
tatoned, but the evidenco in the
afturtage 18 of a nawus iatac
wr.  While the Indiun Eiap.re,
as a whole, produces sulucicut
toud ciach year for s appit,yate
popnlation, al rvgain polnte the
foud fatis, and whcov the e atis
of transportation between the
provinces are iuudeuate, togrili'e
suffeaing arises and  mullita .es
vl Propsc statse and dic. 1aese
constantly recurring famn.nes
have caugsed unusual anxfety
and exertion to the Eupash
vovernmeut in Indla’'s Liehalf,
tho ont of the fainine of 14,4 76,
costing lingland about $32,600,-
000, and thut of 1877 nearly $60,-
000,000,

During the famine of 1876,
there was the most frightful suffering
throughout the whoule couniry. Parents
8old their children for a smal) supply of
rico, burcly suficient to last the aduits
in the family three days. Thousands
died In the streets and highways. An
English writer at the time, describing
an Incident of frequent occurrence, sald
he was present in a part of one of the
cities where the native relieving officers
were distributing rice.  Men and women
were sitting around patiently walting,
many with gaunt hunger written on their
faces. But they got nothing, although
the rice bags, full to bursting, were plled
up in a corner. The native officinls had
list8 of namee. and only those who were
on the list received relief. The turn of
the patient watchers would come some
time—if they lived. A few questions
by the English officer, a sudden exclama-
tion, and then, drawing his sword, he
ripped the rice bags open one after an-
other and scattered the precious food in
the direction of the watchers, The
native officlals were horror-stricken, and
explained that * their names were not
on the 1ist, and now they would be fed
twice! " Better feced them a dozen
timea than have them dle here,” was
the impetuous answer,

This famine scoms to be very likely to
threaten the country Iying Dbetween
Madras, Bangalore and Bellary, in the
north, The people inhabiting this por-
tion are largely agriculturists and cotton-
weavers. For several seasons suffering
has been on the increase, and a few
months ago, the rivers overflowed and
washed out all the fields that had been
planted chiefly with rice.  There was
practically no rain during the last four
months,

* The people are largely vegetarlans,’
sald Mr. Rutnam, the young Hindu lec-
turer, to the writer, “ and when they are
deprived of the natural products of the
land, they will necessarily look forward
to the government officials or the mis-
sjonaries for help. In the year 1876,
when they had one of the worst famines
india ever saw, the goiernment took up
the relief work, and the people were
provided with one scanty meal a day,
and the only alternative left for the poor
was to go Into the
jungles aad feed on the
noxious weeds. Many
people who had not oven
these weeds to eat, went
to tho lakes, and took
wet clay and swallowed
it. A great raany dled
in that way More than
a hundred thousand per-
ished during this famine.
My brother-In-law sald
that he went and found
all the servants who
weroe in caarge of the
relief work looking well
ted, while the people who
were supposed to have
recelved rtellet  looked
thin and sfckly T hear
that the ambassador at
St. Petersburg 1is ar-
ranging to send wheat to
Northern India through
Thibet. A large part
or tha population lives
on a great deal of rice
in Northern India they
livres on wheat. When
deprived of zaln, every-
thing stops short. They
do not eat reat; those
who live on wheat could
manage to get along on
rice, and vice versa. I
understand this famine
i Mkely to apread over

FAMINE IN INDIA,

Northurn and Cuntral India,
the government Is already making pre-
parations to start relief work in Rajpu-
tana, Punjab and Oudh,”—Christian
Herald,

THE FIRST LASTZR.

But Mary stood without at the gepul-
chre weeplng; end as she wept, she
sitting, one at the head, and the other at
the feet, where the body of Jesus had
lain.  And they sald unto her, Woman,
why weepest thou? She saith unto
them, Because they have taken away my
Lord, and I know not where they have
lald him. And when she had thus salqd,
she turned herself back, and saw Jesus
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weep-
est thou ? whom seekest thou ?*  She,
supposing him to be the gardener, saith
unto him, Sir, it thou have borne him
hience, tell me where thou hast laid him
and 1 will take him away. Jesus saith
unto her, Mary She turned herself
and safth unto him, Rabboni; which is
to say, Master Jesus saith unto her
Touch me not; for T am not yet ascended
to my Father; but go to mv hrethren,
and say unto them, I ascend unto mv
Father, and your Father: and to mv
God, and your God Marv Magdalene
came and told the disciples that she had
seen the Lord. and that he had spoken
these things unto her —John 20. 11-18

HE KNEW HOW

A baby beaver was caught and given
to a gentleman as a pet.  Beavers, as
deu hoow, build dams in which they can
make tL.ir houses. But here was this
jpuor baby lving In a2 house where there
Was no poss.bility of his having the
hind of home that he would love to
have. One day, when the little beaver
was in the kitchen, a leaky pafl was put
on the floor. The moment the hahy

braver saw he vater running in a I tle
stream across the flour he ran out §in the
y}:i’rd, and appeared in a minute with g
chip.

The geotleman who owned the

and tlat ,

beaver was called to see him  ‘I'he chip
was placed in suach a way as to stop the
water, and the beaver hurried out and
came in with another bit of wood, and
then some mud. Orders were given
that the beaver was not to bo disturbed,
but allowed to work out his plan; and
in four weeks he had built a solid dam
around the pafl in which was the water.
—The Qutlook.

THE OBEDIENT ELEPHANT.

In some countries in Asfa an elephant
fs made to carry the flag in battle. This
is because the elephant is tall, and the
svldiers can easlly see the flag flying
from his back.

One of these elephante, which belonged
to the Poona host, was very brave and
very kind, but he would obey the orders
of no one except his mahout, or driver.

One time, while a very flerce fight was \

raging, the driver called to him . ¢ Stand,
my brave beast, stand!" A moment
later the mahout recelved a fatal wound
and fell to the ground, where he lay be-
neath a pile of wounded and slein.

The obedient animal would not move,
though the battle waged wildly about
him. The Poona soldiers, who feared
they were being overcome, were cheered
on by the sight of the flag still floating
‘rom his back.

He nover stirred a foot, and all through
the hot fight, the nolse, the smoke, the
confusion, listened patiently for the
voice of his master. Sharp spears were
hurled at him, a score of javelins pferced
his sigle, his long ears dripped with bload,
but he stood like a rock,

**Come forward, my men,” cried the
wag brought to the battle-ground the
the battle will yet be ours.”

His men, discouraged and ready to fly,
rallied at his command, and with a cheer
for the flag, pressed forward. Ina short
time they won the victory, and put the
er.emy to flight.

And then they gathered round the
brave elephant, offering to lead him
where he could be fed and cared for.
But, though wounded and worn, the
obedlent creature would not move until

{

ho heard his master’s voice. That mas-
tor could never speak again,

A rilder was sent in great haste to a
place fitty miles away, where lived the
driver's little son, whom the elephant
knew and loved. TWhen the little boy
was brought to the battlc-ground the
clephiant showed very plalnly that ho was
glad to see him, and permitted the chil!
tn lead him away.

An Apt Auswer.

Why aro there no more members ready
to assist in the juvenile temperance
woek ? was a question found in the
question box at Monroe County Lodge.
and has leen aptly answered by Miss
Ella R. Scarle, of Rochester.

Sume are too busy, some will shirk
Whateser calls for outside worl,
Seme do not like the fourfold pledge,
These are the sniokers, I allege.

I"or want of time, and want of thought,
Some do not do the thing they ought.
Indifference rules in many a heart,

So they tako not tho children's part.

The boys we teach will soon be.men,
The girls be women true, and then

The temperance ranks will be increased
By foes to all that makes men beasts.

It they the first glass always shun,

1Vill they be drunkards ? No, not one.
Our pledge 13 not to merely save

The fallen man from & drunkard's grave,

To keep from falllng young and old
And a multitude that cari‘t be told,
This is one solemn, earnest vow,

Then help us, Lord, to keep it now.

WORKS OF
JOSEPH H. HILTS

Experlence of a Backwoods Preacher.
Facts and incidents Culled from
Thirty Years of Ministerial Life.
Second cdition, cloth, illustrated 81 20

“In this age . . . a volumse of facts
and realities 18 positively refreshing.
N We have read this volume with
unbounded pleasure. The is
quaintly original and subtly humorous,
and holds the interest of the reader from
the first to the last chapter."—Truth.

« Mr. Hlits relates his experience in a
pleasing, gossipy style, and as they are
varied, embracing incidents, both gro-
tesque and grave, the perusal of the book
i1s a pleasure. From an historical point
of view the book is valuable.”~—Toronto

Mafil.

Among the Forest ‘I'rcess or, How
tho Bushman Family got  their
Homes. Cloth - - - - « - 8§10
* A chronicle of facts and incidents of

ptoneer life in Upper Canada, told in a

fresh, casy way, and with a sympathetic

fidelity to the details of life in the early
settlements that gives it a marked his-
torical value, besides its merit as a live,
well connected narrative.” Mr, Hilts
story ought to be widely read by native

Canadians and all concerrned to reach

the inner life of the early settlements.'

—Toronto Globe.

* Has all the freshness of {ts pre-
decessor, with the added charm that the
narrative has been thrown iato the form
ot fiction. A record of the work ac-
complished by unaccredited heroes and
heroines who were the ploneers of this
now flourishing Dominion, deserves to
be kept, and Mr. Hilts deserves well of
his country for this valuable and timely
contribution to C.nadian history.”—Can-
ada Presbyterian.

{lothe! with the Sun; or From OMN-

vet to the Gates of Glory. Beingan

Histerical Similitude, in which Chris-

tianity is porsonified in the form ofa

good and beautiful woman journing

through a wilderness that 1a full of

dangers, and where she finds wany

deac?ly foes.” Cloth - - - - &1

* This is a most excellent and interest-
fng book, written by one who has al-
ready proved his literary power in ‘Ex-
periences of a Backwoods Preacher,’ and
*Among the Forest Trees. . . e
attractive manner {n which these great
themes are presented makes them much
more readable than if they were set
forth in expository or didactic form.
Mr. Hilts has written <learly and
forcibly, and with » fine literary style.”
—Christian CGuardfan.
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