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'This Congregatioti is w~ell fltted for its
difficult functions. It is con 1)osed of
Cardinals chosen bw the Sovereign l>ontiff,
soie of %vloni arc distinguishied as theo-
logiams, others as canonists ; still others
for tlieir ability in the înana-cnment of
ecciesiastical affairs, whilst ail are con-
slpicuouis for i)iety and prudence. A
secretary is namt:d fron) the Order of
Preachers, and in addition there 15 a
numiber ofeintent scholars and professors.
called consultors and rclators who, under-
take the office of censors. TIhe dutier, of
this board are sbarpeiy set (lown in an
admirable collection of " 'l'en Rules
whicif have beeuispimnn and
expined by various Popes. Bencdict
XIV, in bis ceiehbratcd conistitutionî

Sollicita et i)rovida,» whiie adding a new
sanction, aiso dweils at iengrhi upon the
dluties and qualities whicb shotîld clistin-
guYtishi the judges of books. i-le is irst
careful to recail the cautions prudence
which bias ever niarked, and shouid attend
this important work. H-e notices the
comiplaints of' authors wbo intimate that
books are too burriediy gianced over
previous to sentence and brieflv ansvers
this and simîliar objections.

Tbe foliowing extract niay clive somec
idea of tbe careful examinations to îvbicb
a boo0k is subjected by thc censors "Tblle
secretarv " writes the Pontiff 1' iill receive
tbe books conilained of and %viîi require
the comiplainant in e-iciî case. to suate on
Nvl-tt -rounds lie petiions tbe Etiiopress-
ion of the book. 1-le wiil then reaci it
over carefuily and bave it rend also by two,
consultors. If tbese -think the book
sbould be su ppressed, sonie coni petent
relator ivili be chosen to prepare a written
opinion of the work, noting. the paragrapbis
and pages to wbirli speciai attention is to,
be piid. l'le consultors w~i1i then hoid a
mieetinmg, and %vili discuss the written
criticisnîi of tie relator, comparing it,
paragraphb ly paragraph wiidî the places
referred to. ireparatory meetings of this
kind, ivili bc calledl by tb'e secretary once
a nîonth or oftener and tic Master of the
Apostohec Palace, together with at Ieast
six consuitors, shall be present. 'l'lie
secretary will record the views of the con-
suitors, and wiil transmit to the Cardinals,
a copy thereof, toga,,cîer with the relator's
written opinion.»

So niuch for théè lowver Congregation.
In tlieir turn, the Cardinals review tbie
whoie stiiject, having; before theni the
book in question. the rela-tor's documient,
the vieivs and votes of the consuitors.
Somietimies the repôrt cornes fron) tlie lower
cbamiber, prop)osingý to permîit Uie book
without any condetmation, or again,
to approve it after certain correction,
or finally, wblen, evident l)erversity checks
liesitation, to, proscribe it aitogether. In
any case, the superior Con-regati. n lîolds
two mleetings, sifts the evidence, and takes
up Uie votes. 'l'lie 'Master of thc Sacred
Palace, who is present rit ail these assen-
blies as priniary and official consultor,
tlien éarrics the niatterbefore the Sovereia
Pontîff, on1 wbosec decision tbe final, resuit
dICIends, aîîd %vitlout îvbich no condemina-
tion is ever pronounced.

'l'ose judgnients tUns fornicd . îvitl
ex\tremye caresui)1)ose unclîallenged qualities
and dispositions iii the judges. It is
Benedict XI\T whlo points out the. nmost
important. 'licî censors are not charged
to seek out reasons for cotndeiining, a
book given tbeni to examiine, but thley are
to collect froni its conscientious and
cateful perusal, remiarks and observations
wlîich wîill be of service to the Cardinals in
reaching a dtcision. No book is conîmiiitied
to any censor who is not especiall)
qualiied by lus attainnients, to express
a just and intelligent opinion . on the
braîîcb about which the book treats.
Slîould a censor g"row Conscîous of lack of
ability, lie is strictUy obiiged to acknow-
ledge tic fact, and this fiàr froni loivering
hini iii the estimiation ;f citlîer tlîe Pope or
Cardinais, ivili raUîer strengtien thieir
confidence ini bis candor and fairness.
Th'Ie judges miust nioreover be on ilieir
guard against pre3udice, likes or dislikes
for certain couintries, filiies, universities,
and iinstiuitions W bilst theyshow no tinge
of partisanbip, tbey shahl adopt for
uifiiiig, laniid;aiarks, the Cbnurch's dognia s,
Uic beliefs ret dered obligatory for ail
Catholics by decrees of getiefal councils,
constitli'*,.a.s of Sovereign Pontiffs, or the
coir 'n consent of ortiiodox fiathers and
doctos. Decisions are flot giveli on
questions wliere tliese authorities permit
liberty of discussion. Moreover a judge-
nment calis for a study of tie book froni
cover to covcr, and no safe estimate can

103


