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lies all înonastic rel)ression and wc live ini al In1-
mll liitac age. But we uauist be on our guar(l
against nîaking St. J3entdict responsible for what
sceau nîo Ar the evils of bis systecm. Asceticisix
was in the air lu the sixth century. St. Biene-
dct turiaed it to the adraaatage of Eturopeaa
society. 11), the uise of stroîig comnon senise lie
prevenited faatastic extravagances and miade lais
followers -lhelpers and friends of zzanikiln."
Th'le coraaer-stoaae of llcnediztiaae mon asticisni

is the instituitiona of thvt tiaree vows, Poverty,
Cliastity lud' Obediemîce. The end propos<1 is
spiritual perfection,-or its tîcarest hîumait ai).
Proaci : the means, contemplation, prayer aaîd
work. The Rule hecaîne the written constitu-
tion or charter of thousands of bouses zill over
Eu*trope. It was iore thanl once Tefornmed iii the

~eae of iîncreastd strînigency, but it remlahîetd
the undisputeci western type tili the rise of the
Carthusiaaa order. Notlaing as easier thau to
make gaine of inonks or to censure monaasticisil.
Boccaccio lias (loue the one- pretty effectively,
and Luîther the other. Trhe filct remains that
dîîring the critical period of our civilisation, the
Dark Ages, the timie when the indispensable link
betweea classical and modern was almost broken,
the nionks of the Beriedictine order spreading
froin Monte Cassino were the truest friends of
social stabîlity and intellectual culture. Charle-
magne, the ipolitical genlus of the perîod. based
his whole educational systeain ou the recogitiona
of their superiority.

But to rcturn. At the beginuing of this dis-
gressiois we were waiting outside the gates of
Monte Cassino. Besides general reflections on
B%!iedictiine history coules the furthtr reflectiomi
that only by a chance is Monte Cassino a mniis-
tery at the present day. Ttchnlically speaking it
is not a mouastery but a " national monument "
in the ownership af the Italian goveraiment.
During the years immediately foliowing the bat-
tic of Novara, .49, Piedmuiot frund herself in
severe straits fo: naoney. A large part of the
land was in the bands of religlous corporations
and exempt from taxation. Through the efforts

of I)'Azeglio aaad Cavour a policy of "secularisa-
tion " was adopted and the Piedauontese policy
lias becu followed iii Italy silice t862. WVhen
Garibaldi was dictator at Nýaples after bis cou-
quest of Sicily with the iiiuiortal " Mille'' the
fate of Monte Cassinao hung in the balance, for
Garibaldi was strongly auti-clerical. Then, and
in imter doubtful tianes, MNr. Gladstone and Lord
Acton have becai able to befriend the l3enedirl., -
of 'Monte Cassino and to save thelu from extinc-
tion. Sixty nionks are stili permitted to reside
iii their old houle and to conduct a school. They
are expected tu admnit no0 new novices, but I have
heard th.: t a mnoderate breacli of this mIle is
winked at by the goverumlent.

Oue goes up a steep slope to the very gate of
the couvent andi on enterîng is first inxpressedl by
the tiglitee!atl century appearance of the cloister.
it is not a questioni of findinig sixth or evcii
tîvelftlî century architecture. In actual structure
we have older inasteries in Canada. The rea-
son why aIl traces of earlier buildings on the
Naine site have disappeared is that; about once a
century an earthquake destrovs cloister and
church. The convent is large, far tOo large for
its present needs, but it is hardly more beautiful
than a barrack. One lias to go to the Library to
be remiuded of the days wlien the abbot of Monte
Cassino could affotd, in a worldly, way, to de-
cline the Papacy.

T1îe mauuscripts, runniug baclc to the sixth
century, are extraordinarily fine. Just before my
visît the prior hiad d ecovered some marginal an-
notations made by St. Thomas Aquinas when be
was a student at Moute Cassino, and he showed
them to nie with as much pride as if the 11angelic
doctor" liad been a Benedictine instead of a
D minican. The archives proper are more re-
mnarkable still. Au nbroken series of papal
bulis anid letters relating to the monastery forms,
the inapressive centrepiece of a collection contaiaî-
ing huaidreds of iniperial, royal, and priaicely
letters. Tiiese documents are well' housed and
cared for. I should think that a Hiat of the tex


