
LESSON IX-May .8Oth, 1897.
Christian Faithi Leads to Good Workcs.- James. 2: 14-23.

(Commit ta mamor verses 14-17).
GOLDEN TExT: "I1 will shew thee my faith by my works." Jas. 2: I8.

PROVE THAT-Faith which bears no fruit is deud. Jus. 2: 17.

SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 104, WAat do wep-ayforrn tkiefoaur1petitiant? A. In
the fourtb petition (which is, Giiie as this day aur dat/y bread), we pray, That of God's
free gift we mnay receive a competent portion of the good tbings of this life, aud eujoy
bis blessings witb them.

LESSON HYMNS. Ckildren's Hymnal-Nos. 39, 1053 111 , 113-

DAMIY PORTIONS. Mornday. Christian faith and good works. Jas. 2: 14-24.
2'uesday. Heuring and doing. Jas. 1: .19-27. Wednesday. Abrahamn's obedience.
Heb. Il: 13-19. Thurrday. Knowu by its fruits. Matt. 7: i5-23- Priday. Meet
for use. 2 Tim. 3: 14-21. Saturday. Good and profitable. Titus 3: 1-8 Sab
batk. Cailed to virtue. 2 Pet. 1: I-z z. (The I. B. R. A. Sekections).

HELPS IN STUDYING.
INTRODUCTORY. This epîstie was written by James, surnamed the Just, brother of the Lord

and head of the christian comrnunity ut Jerusaiem. Hie was a man of unbending rectitude,
aud a strict observer of the Jewish law. Whiie P>aul empbasizes salvatiou by faith alone,
James points out that a faith wbich does flot shew itself in good works is wortbless. The
epistie is uddressed to no particular church, but to Jewish christians everywbere, bence it is
one of tbe Catkalic, or Ger'erui Episties, written some time between A. D. 45 sud 62. James
was martyred in A. D. 69, shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem.

LESSON PLAN, I. Profitiess Faith. vs. 14-2Ô. II. Profitable Faith. VS. 21-23

14. What doth it profit ?-As we would-
say. "«What does faitb amount to that ijever
shews itself ?" Can that fulth (R. V.)-A
faith which has no effect on the life, which
does not touch, the heart, is not the kind which
Christ accepts (Matt. 7: 26; Isa. 1: 23). 15.
Naked-t. e. not sufiientiy ciad, coid (.Matt.
25: 36, 43; Luke 3: 11; Job. 31: 19, 20). A
fellow christian wouid have sionger dlaims
upon us than anothez, yet our cbarity must not
ho Iimited to our brethren. 16. Go in peace
(R. V.)--Good words without kind deeds are
cruel and hypocriticai (i John 3: 17, 18; Prov.
3: 27, 28). Be ye wiarmed-A true faith works
by love. One may belleée every word in the
shorter cutechlsm ýa' yet have no làith that
is pieasing to God, uniess hie is kind and
Christ-Iike- 17. Eeing alonc-4" Dead iu
itseif " (R. V.) a faith that is alive eau no
more heip showing itself -in good wor1ks, than
a tree cau heip bearing leaves and fruit. If
the leaves and other signs of life, are absent,
we conclude that the tree is deaçl ail througb.
So it is with a faith that does nothing but talk.
18. Thon hast faithiaudl 1 have worls-
This is said to the man %vho dlaims to, have
ftdth, but does flot show it in his good deeds
to others. No one eau shew bis faith to others
except by bis life of faith. God alone sees the

- heart. A Christ.like 1i..e is the only evidence
of Christ in the heurt by làith (Eph. 3: 17.;
Jas. 3.: 13) 19. God. is one (R. V.)-This

was P. good and correct belief. But if you
have riotbing more than this, you are no bet-
ter than the devils, for they believe that too,
and 1 «shudder " <R. V.) The belief must
make you love and obey God, or it will flot
save you (Mat. 8: 29 ; Mark i: 24 ; 5:- 7 ;
9: 20-26. Lukd 4: .4; Acts 16: 17; 19. 15).
20. 0 vain ma-Vain means empty, hence,
foolish. One who claims to have faith and
yet dues no god deeds, deceives himnself and
others. Ia barren (R. V.)-Idle, useless, of
no value. 21. Abraham our father-

,james %vas a Jew and hie writes to Jews.
Jnistified.-Accounted rigbteous, or just, and
so acceptable to God. Abraham was justi-
fied Jhejause he believed God (Gen. 15 : 6)
when hoe toid hlm that in bis seed ail nations
shouid be biessed, and this faitli did flot waver
even when hie wus told to slay Isaac his oniy
cbild and consequeutiy the only one tbrougli
whom the promised Saviour couid corne (Heb.
II: .19). Hence his works, bis surrender of
Isaac, proved his faith in'God's promise. 22.
Made perfect--Com leted. 23. Abrahaxn's
faitb is ýofteu referred to as a standard ex-
ample for ail time (ROmI. 4: 3 ; Gai. 3: 6).
Hie believed God's word lu spite of everythxng.
He wore the highest titie a mortal man may
wveur (2 Chr. 20: 7; 153.. 41:- 8). Yet Christ
brings us into a similar relation of friendship
and affection as children.

LESSON i. No one was ever saved because they deserved to be. 2. Fuith in Christ is
the only ground of ýsaivatiîon. 3. But a reui falith in Christ wvill l'ead us to imitate hlm. 4.
All Ris true brethreu will ho lkin. and good. 5, The more religion we have in oui hearts
the more love wiill bc there.


