
The. Probilom of the Older Boys

aooepted everything the teacher said without
question, hia. pa.sed away, and hie place lis
taken by a Young man who questions every-
thing and likes ta think that ho can think
for himocit. To continue teaching such a
cla.s a. if they badl no minde of their own le
ta courttailure. The young mon ill cimpiy
not endure pious exhortations Sabbath alter
Sabbatlî frorn even the mont devout teacher.
Their deep questioninge cannot ho amp-
preused, and it i. rnuch botter that these
should ho discucsed lu the class under wise
guidance than that thev should ho left ta ho
answered by tîme popuior magazine or debat-
iug club. Evon the very highest themes ut
God's nature and purposes, and mnan'@ urigin
and duty and destiny slould not ho shirked.
They will not understand fully-who dues?
But thoy will ho etrongor sud wiser and
bumbber for having grappiod with thern.

It le always true tint oniy a. ho influences
the @eparaite individuals cau the teacher
beip the clame, but It ie supremeiy trno ut
Young men. Murbidiy couscious of bis own
personality, the Young man la interested lu
the teacher only lu proportion a. the teacher
ln lnterested lu hlm, and ho is reeponsgive ta
&adegren ta warm. permonai, ioving eyrnpathy,
without which nu teacher ut Young meu can
hope ta succeed.
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Why do many qf our older boys bouse lu-
teret lu the Sabbath Echool ?

No doubt there are varions rea.uns, but

une reason corne ta ho the prevalout idea ot
the nature ot ite work. What is the idea ut
the Sabbath Echool ? It le a school for boys
aud girls. To attend the Sabbath Sehool le
& badge ut childhood, and older boys whc
wlsh ta ho regarded a. men begin ta lose lu.
tercet lu it accordingiY.

Now, how have or boys gut this idea co
the Sabbath Sehool ? le it not because cK
few fathers attend? When the chutrci
teaches that the Sabbath Schooi le orgaizerý
for the ctudy ut the Bible, irrespective ot age
and wben tathers are fonnd lu reguiar at
tendance, the oider boys will feel mure a
borne. If, bowever, we are takeepourholi

on the obder boys, we muet recugnize sorne
other conditions thatrmuet ho satisfled. The

Jeaults bonnît, il they have the training of a

child until lie le ten years cf cge, hc will
neyer fi>rget their teachinge. There le an
important truth here. Solomon said: "Train

up a child in the way he abould go, and
when he la nid he wilI not dopait trorn it."
This applies to the quetion before us.

If we do our duty by the boys in the Sab-
bath School frorn the time they enter it
util they are fitteen years ot age, they
ought to ho firmly fixed in their loyalty to
it. We need in the formiative period of Our
boys, lives good teachers. It is a grievoui
lisitake to suppose that any sort of teacher
wll ancwer for the youngersacholarc. From

the Infant clos upiwards, lot thern have the
very bout training available.

But a good teacher int f pecial importance
when the boys have corne to bo the obder
boys. A good teacher, full of love, of cym-
pathy, apt to teach, and haviug an interest
in the welf.ire of the boys will ho a great as-
sistance. When boys realize that their

teacher ba& a rosi interest iu them, that ho
le worklug oeifishly for thoir good, and

that ho has. hmnieif a strong grip upon truth,
they will ho mo likely to attend.

Another holp iu the solution ut this prub.
lem lesa course ut lessons that wili appeal to
the older boys a. work worthy ut Young
mon ; ln a Word, a course of advanced
etudiec.

Boys alter haviug attended the Suuday
School for ten years onght to have a good
general idea uf the Bible. Thoy are nuw
ready to etudy the book more particuiariy.
To meet thls want, course ot study have

*been provided, and corne ut these cooid ho
1seiected a. suitable for oui oider boys. If

this jdea ot graded ctudies ho wiseiy carrled
*out, it wili holp ta make our older boys teel

at home in the Sabbath School.
Hemmingfurd, Que.

1 Enclosed find our Children's Day contri-
bution trom the Babbath School. A year
ago we were heiped by the papers sent us,

t sud this year we are glad to seed 18.25, ta
1sujet other needY echoola.
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