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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN,

DURABILITY OF TIMBER AND
WOODWORK.

In overy departmont of human industry the
succossful man is gencrally ono who has learned
from tho oxperionce of othors, In tho particu.
1sr mattor of building thore {s much to belentn.
od rospecting the durability of difforont mater-
ials from the buildings of timos gono by.

.Tho proper soasouing of timber is ono of tho

vory best means of sccuring it against decay,
from whatover cawso it inay originate. The
soasoning, however, to be effectual, must bo
thorough and complete, In late years tho modes
of scasoning timber havo changed. In olden
timos it was allowod to dry in tho airalong
poriod of time. ‘Thucarponter or builder of the
presont day who would fool any dolight in tho
progress of his art cannot feal ineensible to the
advantago of giving durability to his materinls,
and yet be uninterneted in any inquiry into tho
probablo oxtent of their duration ; for while his
productions are worthy of imitation, the remem-
berance of them will bo preserved by tho engra:
ver's art ag long na thero shall bomen capskle
of paying o just tribute to the memory of
departed merit. Tho French army in 1799,
uoder tho great Napoleon, destroyed the
celobrated bridgo across the Rhine, at Schaf-
hauson, but the famo of Grundeumann, the
carpenter, will long continue; and tho form of
that excellont structuro of the art will caly
ooase to bo remombored whon carnentry itsolf
no longer exists. Wo have introduced our sub-
Ject in this way for tho purposo of citing some
of the most remarkablo incidents on record in
history. Wo havo taken the paina to condense
& number of the most remarkableof theso, as
showing our readers how long timbers havo been
proserved in almost perfect state. Examples
are not wanting in the history of Moxico, where
timbers have been found in a porfect state aftor
. being out over 300 years. But our examples are
obtained mostly from ancient history, and exist
in tho old world. The piles of the bridgo built
by the Emporor Trajan, across the Danube, is a
striking instance of the durability of timber 130
wot stato.  Ono of these piles was taken up and
found to bo petrified to tho depth of threo-
fourths of an inch. But tho rest of tho wood
wes little difforent from its ordinary state,
though it has boen driven more than sixteon
centuries.

Tho piles under tho piors of London bridge

76 been driven over six hundred years, and

from observations made by Dancis, 1746, it did
not appear that thoy had materinlly decayed ;
and thoy are to-day sufficiently sound to support
tho massive superstructure. Theso piles are
chiefly of olm.

In digging away tho foundation of the old
8avoy Palaco, London, somo 60 years ago,which
was built 700 years before, tho wholoof the piles
consisting of ook, elm, beech, and chestnut,
were found in o perfect steto of soundness, as
also was tho planking which covered the pule-
hoads, Some of tho beech, howover, aftor being
exposed to tho air a fow weoks, though
under cover, had a coating of fungus spread
over.

On opening one of tho tombs of Thebes, some
60 yoars ago, thore was discovered two statutes

of wood, o little larger?than life, and in good
preservation ; tho only decayed parts being tho
sockets to receivo tho oyes. ‘Tho wood of thoso
statuce is most probsbly tho oldost in existonce
that bears traces of human labor, Wae beliove
thoy aro in the British Museum to.dny.

A continued rango or ¢ irb of timbeor was dis-
covered in pulling down a part of Trowbridgo
Castly, in Kent, which was built over soven
hundred years ago. ‘This curb waa built in the
middlo of tho thickness of the wall, and was,
no doubt, to prevent tho settlement likdly to
happen in such heavy piles of buildings, and
therofore is an intoresting fact in the history of
of constructivo architecture, as well as an in.
stanco of tho durability of timber.

In digging for the foundation of tho present
housoin Ditton Parlk, noar Windsor, the tim-
bere of a draw bridge were discovered about ton
feet bolow the surfaco of tho ground; these
timbers were sound, but had become black.
Hakenwell says that Sir John de Molines ob-
tained liberty to fortify the Manor Houso of
Ditton, in 1398, and it in probablo the draw
bridge was built soon after that time ; accor
dingly the timbers havo been there about 400
years.

Tho durability of tho framed timbors of buil
dings is also very considerable, Tho trusses of
the old part of theroof of tho Basilica of St.
Paul, of Rome, was framed in 816, and thoy
werosound and in good condition in 1814, aspace
of nearly ono thousand yeara. These trusses
are of fir,

The timber work of tho extornal domes of the
church of St. Marks, at Venico, is more than
eight hundred years old, and is still in a good
state.

The timber roof of Crosby Hall, in London,
was erected over throe hundred years ago, and
the roof of Westminister Hall, which is sup-
posed to bo of chestnut, i3 now over threo hun
dred ang fifty years old.

The rich carvings in oak, which ornamented
the ceiLag of tho king's room in Sterling Castle,
aro mauny of them still in good pressrvation. 1t
is nearly three hundred and fifty years since
thoy wero executed, and thoy remained in their
original situation until a part of tho roof gave
away, 1 1377,when the whole was removed, and
afterwards were dispersed among the collectors
of curious relics of the olden times.

In somo of the old mansions that yet remain,
aud in ancient cathedrals and churches, there is
nothing like dry rot found.—Wood and Iron,

CARDIFF.

Tho ZTimder Trades Journal of Oct, 11, says :
During the past seven days there have como to
hand once cargo of deals from Miramichi, and
one cargo of pitch pine from Pensacola. Our
market has not altered in any material degree
from the position we have had occasior to record
recently ; there is apparently not the slightest
present improvement, and we can but confirm
our previous remarks relative to tho outlook of
tho timber trade.  Thero is a steady, bat not
large dolivery going on from stocks.

Subseribo for the Cayapa LusBERuMAN,

LIVERPQOL STOOXKS.
‘Wo tako from the Zimber Trades Journal the following Comparativo Tabla showing Stock
of Timber and Dealsin Liverpool on Oct. 1at, 1833 and 1884, and also the Consumption for

tho month of Sopt. 1853 and 1884 s

Consumption | Consumption
Stock, Oct. 1it| Stock, Qct. Ist.ifor the month ofifor the month of
1583, 1534 Scpt., 1853, Sept., 1584,
oboc Square Ciensesensvasnne teaesess K

e Wamoy Bonedios I RO | 200 | snott | st
§t. John Pine.... 10,000 ¢ 03,000 *¢ 2,000 ‘¢ 20,000 ‘¢
Otbar Yorts Plno. 70,000 ¢ 61,000 *¢ 16,000 ‘¢ 8,000 ¢¢
Red Ping....... 000 ¢ £3,000 ** 21,000 *¢ 7,000 '
Pitch Pine, hiown 409,000 ¢ ,000 ¢ 43,000 ¢ 48,000 *
[ ,000 ** 110,000 ** 102,000 * 62,000 ¢
Planks.. ..cooeeee. 67,000 ¢ 67,000 ¢ 26,000 ** 25,000 *¢
Dantzio, &¢., Frv..o.e . 134,000 ¢ 67,000 *¢ 26,000 ¢ 8,000 ¢
Swoden and Norway Fir., 24,000 100,000 1,000 ** 8,000 *¢
Oak, Canadian and Amierioa: 374,000 ¢ 810,000 ** 123,000 ¢ 104,000 ¢¢
|.¥ - D 175,000 ¢ 199,000 ¢ 84,000 ¢ 67,000 **

¢ Balt}, 21,009 ¢ 0,000 ¢ 0,000 ¢¢ 9,000 ¢
Eln... 37,000 ¢ 43,000 ¢ 81,000 ¢ 17,000 ¢
Ash,... 27,000 ¢ 40,9%00 ¢ 20,000 ¢ 12,000 ¢
Birch.esesosaes 71,000 ¢ 102,000 ¢ 69,000 ¢ 41,000 ¢
East Indla Toak.. 28,000 *¢ 73,000 ¢¢ 17,000 ¢ 6,000 **

ngﬁn!&e:_rt.sz.s...... sereee 05,000 ** 34,000 ¢ 12,000 ¢ 18,000 *
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& oo Saals 0,431 5ds. 9-;:073 stds, } 9,843 sids. 8,129 spds.

g:xobcoﬂno & Spruoce Deals. .« 7820 ¢ 9,3¢9 « 037 358 ¢
110 Red DOAlE, @0uveranersinnnasinnnasans 5,533 8,08 1,906 * @
0 Boards...... civeecan s . S5 ¢ Q7 ¢¢ 01 ¢ 07

* prepared Flootingesseveenes 4,007 B1/3 ¢ 29¢ 826

National Manufacturing Co

160 Sparks Street,
OTTAWA, ONT.

STILL RETAINS THE LEAD

Have beon awarded ever~ Medal ever offered at Exhibitions in Canada for our
Tines of Goods, notwitstanding the misieading advertisements of unscrupulous firms
claiming awards, medals, &c., which they have never received. Sece letter from
H. J. HILL, Bsq., Secrotary Toronto Industrial Bxhibition Association, below.
This yoar at Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa Exhibitions, we have beon awarded

1O—-MEDALS—10

——BFOR—

TENTS, MARQUEES,

And CAMP FURNITURE.
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Lumbermen, Contractors and Surveyors

And other large dbuyers, offered Special Inducements.,
New Ilustrated and Desc.iptive Catalogue mailed on applicatiom,

OUR LINES OF
Tents, Flags, Tarpaulins and
Camp Furniture, Shanty and
Horse Blankets .

Are without Doubt the BHST and
OHEAPEST in the Market.

anufacturing Co. 160 Sparks St Ottawa
P. O. BOX 345bL.

OFFICE OF THE INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION ASSOCIATION,
TosoNto, MARCH 10, 1884,
The National Manufacturing Co'y, Ottawa :

GENTLEMEN,—In reply o your cnguiry, I beg to say that the highest awards
ma?e at the Industrial Exhibition for the years 1881, 1882, and 1883, for Tents,
* .rquecs and Flage, were to your Company, being a Silver Medal for each year.
wast year, 1883, was the first in which o modal was specially offered for Camp
Furmitare and Equipages, aud it was awarded to the National Manufacturing Co'y,
of Ottawa,

I am, your zespeotfully,

m 20 H. J. HILL, Mapager aud Secretary,




