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OTTAWA LETTER.
Mav 23ed, 1887.
From Ony Own Correspondent.

LL fears of damage from the high water in the Ottawa
river has now completely s\?(nidml. The water rose toa
very high pitch but reached theJhighest about a week ago.
since then the water has fallen veyy fast. It was at one time
feared that the mills at the Chaudigre would be shut down but
nathing of that Lind oceurred.  Since I last wrote you Messrs.
1-asey & Pattec’s lath mill at the Chaudiere was completely
destroyed by fire with a loss of probably $6000.  As there was
a heavy wind blowing at the timefit was feared that the fire
would extend to the other mills and the lumber piles but the
prompt energy and discipline of the city fire brigade speedily
dissipated all fears and the tire was confined to the lath mill.
The tirm are now getting everything in preparation for the
erection of a new lath mill on the ol site.

The movements in lumber from, this point are fairly active
although no material change as yet taken place in pgices.  All
the deliveries so far are on last year'’s contracts.  Nearly all
the shipments are taking place to the Uniled States and the
barge traffic on the Redeau Canal is kept well employed in this
particular. None of last winters cut of logs has yet reached
the wills here from the Upper Ottaws Lut 2 good many are now
out of the tributarics and are in the Ottawa, being in charge
of the Upper Ottawa Towing Comlnny. Speaking of the
Towing Company, I may mention that they have placed a new
iron boat on the Lower Allumette lzke this scason and have
called her after one of the best kapwn lumbermen of the
Ottawa, G. B. Pattee.  This additioh to the company’s fleet
was much required as the boat Yeed last season in the
territory assigned to the ¢‘G. B. Patxc” was very old and not
of sufficient capacity to handle all thg logs assigned.

There is considerable discussion inJumber circles here with
regard to the recent action of the Quepec government in raising
the ground rent on limits, and of thd Ontariv Government in
putting up the dues 25 per cent. THs latter action makes the
lumber dealers who operate in Ontarig pay $1 per thousand fect
instead of 75 cents formerly.

The Chaudiere lumbermen and others in the Province who
work their limits year after year do got object to the increase
of ground rents by the Quebec Govethment nearly so much as
those lumbermen who merely hold thie Jimits for speculation,
and these latter class are not a fewy There are men in the
province of Quebec who never cat £ log or a stick of timber,

it who, when a limit is for sale age most eager and active
wyers, and gain hold of the limit cfiher to hold it themselves
fur .2 advance or simply act the pag} of middleman or agent
for another, who for purposes but kdown to themselves do not
care to enter into public compctiu’é@. The amount of rise in
the ground rents do not amount tofmuch for men who work
their limits, but it does amount to & good deal to wen who are
simply holding the limits for specalative purposes, for thea
the rise is just so much more to paywithout any retum.  The
result of this will be to make it much easier for those lumber-
men working their limits to purchase those held on speculation,
as it wil’ no tu.mer pay or speculdtors to huld limuts for any
consilerable time.  In the matte#;of the rise in the ground
rent the Chaudiere men do not make any strong objections,
lut they are a unit on one point, the Ontario Crown dues are
excessive, three quarters of a cefit on square timber and 25
cents per thousand put on sawlog board measure. This in-
crease looks trifling at first appegrance but it is anything but
trifiing. With J. R. Booth, Pgrley & Pattee, Bronsun &
Weston it means $20,000 y year each. As a result of the
increase of ground rent some of the lumbermen say that they
will relinquish possession of som?'_' claims on the Gatineau and
in case they do this land will bethrown open for settlement.
On the whole, although the Cro¥n dues are a little excessive,
the rise in the ground rent will live one good effect. It will
banish the dog in the m:mger'): lumbermen who only hold
what might otherwise be profitably worked that he might make
a haul out of the enigencies of the trade.

One thing is now forcing its :?emion upon men engaged in
the trade and that is there is ndt sufficient officials to prevent
forest fires, and fires will be destructive until this adequate
protection is extended. For the whole Upper Ottawa forests,
which is thousands of miles ig extent, there are only about
half a dozen men employed, wHose duty it is to look after the
<etting out of fires. How in{the name of common sense is
this handful of men going to pkevent the putting out of forest
fires? Now as I write, eafensive fires are raging on the
Dumoine river, on Black riverfand on the Schyan, and tens of
thousands of dollars wortn of vaguable lumber is being destroyed.
It is an old saying, but its trugh is not spoiled by age, that the
fire has destroyed more than fhe axe, and this truth is repeat-
ing itsclf cvery day. This spfing has been remarkable for hav-
ing no rain so far and the whste material in the bush is in a
very inflammable state. unters, drvers and others who

perambulate through the woods haveto eat, and in order to eat
they must cook, and in order to cook they must make a fire.
“When the repast is over they go about their business but feave
behind them the neuclus of a devastation.  The governments
of both Ontario and Quebec make a big blunder when they do
not increase their staff of bush rangers and sce to it that they
do their duty. Enough of valuable timber has been destroyed
in the Upper Ottawa region this spring to pay the salaries of a
thousand men. One man cannot cover hundreds of miles of
teeritory. e cannot be ubiquitous, Therefore I say it is false
ecor.omy having only a few men to do the work of a hundred.
They cannot do it and the country suffers in one of its chief
wealth  producing  resources.  Wise administrations woul l
look after a matter of such importance.  Fortunately, the
weather has been calin and that 1n itself confined the hres, but
should a heavy wind set in now and no rain come, hundreds of
miles of valuable titnber will be laid waste.  Last week a job-
ber on Black River for J. R, Booth had a shanty burned and
all the rigging and stores that 1t contained for next winter's
use burned with it

The water in several of the lesser streams has gone down
within the last week very rapidly and fears are some of the log
drives on these lesser streains will be stuck unless rain  comes
to replenish the fast diminishing water.  On the larger streams,
however, their has bee. high water and it still maintains a good
pitch, and no fears are entertained but that logs drawn on such
will come out all right.

Messrs. Klock Bros., of Klock’s Mills, are shipping by rail
65 cribs of squarc lumber to the Quebee market. It will be
riled to Papincauville, there dumped into the Ottawa, rafted
and floated to Quebec. :

NEW BRUNSWICK.
From our own Correspondent.

HE Maritime Bank failure has ceased to cause so much
excitement as in the first days of the disclosures of the
means by which the shareholders and depositors were de-
frauded of their money, and as permanent liquidators have
been appointed the winding up of this unfortunate institution
will now be proceeded with in proper and legal form.

The Messrs. Stewart’s have succeeded in carning for them-
selves an uncnviable notoriety, and certainly the senior member
of this prominent concern must béz‘ remarkably thin skinned,
for I hear of his having entered suigs for libel agcinst this and
that newspaper, that has dared to Jift up its voice, and voice
the popular idea as to the strange methods of business adopted
by the gentleman mentioned. Isinccrcly hope the CANADA
LuvyserMax will not falt under thé tan, or excite the ite of

this timber king. 3

We have had a very stra ‘e scas@n, so far, in our section.
No rains in the upland district, and in the low-lying sections of
the St. John river there has been a yegular flood.  The tele-
graph has doubtless informed your xeaders of the vast extent
of this unprecedented freshet, and of the enormous amount of
damage accasioned by the overflowidg waters.  Other sections
of the country ate very much in need of rain, althougn 1t 1s
certainly a great mercy that we have had none lately, for, had
we Leen visited by out usual spring rains, the damage caused
Ly the waters of the Gt. John and fts tributarics would have
been almost incalculable. !

Lumber remains very quiet, indeed as far as the English
market is concrmed, it is dull to the extrteme. The laest re.
ports from London and Liverpool are to the effect that while
the consumptiun since the first of the year has been fair, the
stoch is lighter than for many yearsg and the import much less
than for a long time, still there 1s ng life 1n the market, Pnces
still remsain at a very low figure, and dealers will not put
stock but simply buy from hand to mouth. Al this 1s very
discouraging to manufacturers and shippers on this side of the
water, who were in hopes that thi n would open with
something near remunerative prices Jor our great staple.

The American market on the othgr hand scems to present a
brighter and more buoyant appeerance, and pnces there
opened well and still maintain a2 gdod positon.  Laths are
selling well in New York at this \\fiting, bnnging $2.50 per
thousand, and in the Bostun market and at the Sound ports,
clear boards and guod randoir cargees command paying prices.
It is to be hoped fur the sake of the coasting trade of these
lower Provinces that no fri-tion will occur between the Do-
minion Government and that of th& United States, causing the
cnforcement of the Non-Intercourse Bill; for there is ro
denying the fact that were this bilkto come into operation very
serinus fanancial trouble would follow in this and other mari-
time lacalities ; perhaps 7 may be yomewhat pessimistic in my
views on this matter, but I know what a large industry our
coasting trade with the United States ss, and I would be sorry
indeed to have any action on the fart of our own government
place this industry in any jeopardy.
may arise, and I am inclined to think from recent action on the

I trust that no trouble

part of the Government that calmer counsels have prevailed
and that peace an(} good wifl between neighbors will be
maintained.

Mapnawaska, N.B., May 25th, 1887.
70 the Editor of the Canada Lumberman.

DEAR SIR,—Youg valuable journal deserves the greatest of
credit for the interdst taken to stit up and show the fraud
practised by allowing Americans to slaughter our forests and
usc it as if it were their own, .

At the eleventh hour Dame Rumior says that the export duty
on raw lumber is about to be exacted on the head waters of
the River $t. John, whereas i€t had been put in foree yeats
ago Brother Jonathan and New Brunswick capitalists never
would have laid out a hundred thousand dollars on the Ameri-
can side to manufacture the Jumber they have taken out of our
forests for ycars back.

The American duty saved by floating our lumber on their
sile, and there manufactured, was equal to allowing Americans
a premium of $3 per M. superticial fect on all the cedar they
have robbed our forest out of, besides reaping the benefit of
manufacturing the same.

Qur politicians pay too little attention to protect the small
channels of our resources, which swell up the large ones,
and the sooner they learn to protect all the small feeders lead.
ing to our Treasury the sooner our revenue will be able te stand
the heavy drain public demand makes on it daily.

Some say it s only a thake 1 clicve, and others say its the in-
tention t> make American's pay all back export duty on lumber
they have robbed and stole away.  No doubt the latter would
be harsh and nob doing as we would wish be done by, as we
failed in our duty to enforce the tariff in time, before New
Brunswick and American capital built mills on the American
side to manufacture our lumber, but, on.the other hand, they
had to run their own risk of getting clear of paying.

We can blame our local Parhiament more than the Dominion
for 1t’s the former’s duty to see that our Province resources are
not tampered with by Amenicans.  But capitahists and mono-
polist carry tt ¢ N. B. Ilouse of Assembly in one pocket,
and the Legislative Counail in the other, and if I am calied on
to show it, I shall do so with pleasure, by referring toacts they
endorsed, now disgracing our statutes,

It is alrcady nmoured that by the enforcement of the export
duty new shingle mills witl be in operation this suramer.  All
we want 1s a fair deal with forcigners to m-~nufacture our
Iumber, Place us on an zqual footing with them, to manufac-
ture our own lumber, -by exacting an export cqual to their
import, and we ask no favours, but 1o do as we have been doing,
giving Americans $3 pet M. feet of a premium over us to slaugh-
ter and manufacture out lumber, no wonder us New Brunswick-
ers have to leave the o?lmtry darly to seck a living abroad.

Next month we will know more about the new cnergy the

export duty will create.
" Respectfuly yours,

O. P. Byram.

THE QUEBEC ‘!f'lMBER COMPANY, LIMITED.

The report of the Quebee Timber Company, Linuted, to be
subnutted to the annual meeting on the 4th .ast., 1sas under :—

The balance-sheet and revenue account for the year ending
31st December, 1886, with the auditor’s report, arc herewith
submitted, ) )

The Quebec accounts have been audited and cesfied as
correct by Mr. Wil Walker, the Canadian auditor.

The revenuc accounts for the yea: 1885 showed a profit of
£2,232 185 1d., and it was c..pected that the profit for 1886
would have largely excceded that sum.

A large quanuty of logs had been got out, and a sale had
been arranged at remuncrative prices.  Owing, however, to an
exceptionally dry season, and conscquent scarcity of water w
the rivers, comparatively few of the logs reached the mills,

In the annexed revenue account credit has been taken for a
sum of £11,700 8s, 2d., as the cost of the logs got out and in
the rivers at 31st December, 1886, and the same sum appears
in the balance-shedt as an assct.  The logs are all so situated
thatitis conﬁdcn&y expected they will reach the mills shortly
after the rivers open this spung.  There 15 every reason to
believe that a congiderable profit wall be “realized Uy their sale.

The directors have arranged for remittances from Canada to
meet the interest Hue to the company's creditors at Whitsunday,
and they hupe, at or prior to the term of Martinmas, to receive
remittances fronf Canada which will enable them considerably
to reduce the ilgcbtcdncss of the company, and tomeet the in.
terest due at Martinmas.

The manageg of the compuny has been 1n this country for a
few weeks, buthe has returped to Quebeg, in order to have
cverything rc:u:fy at the mills for the arnval of the logs in April.

One of thcﬂ}lircctors Mr. James Tait, retires by rotation.
Mr. Moncricffnad Mr. Walker, the auditors, also retire, and
their reappoinfment is recommended.




