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TOI'OGIAPHICAL NOTICES.

Riagara Fa118 Suspelon Bridge. - -r!., crent wcstcx an : w iy çummoncc at iiq
ee1ubrated B3ridge, tullt by llublin lbr thiàspc purliuse afraitmay transit. Wu cati
iere ori!Y give a bii Att (LccuatiL uf the 8tupcfldu& nurlk cf art, antl wfll von-
tuic b'ut a rougli outlfe of the yet more stupendous work cf nature, the Falla of
,Niàgrra close by. 1-

The ruagnifceont hanging bridge by whicb Niagara is apanned for the two-fold purpôo
cf a railrra.1 and a coiiimur ruadway, uflc aljovc the otlacc n as oipLJand upcned .Q
the public ln Octuber 1855, the length Jf span la 8'22 fect, !W. hoeiglit abovo thc water io
256 feet, it is capable of sustaining the cuormous weigbt cf 18,720 tons, yot tho ordi.-
nary -weiglit cf a full passenger train ia ouly abouit 200 tons t Its élegance and seliffit
refleot the greatest orodit on tho Engineor, DIr. JIoblin.

Nfiagar Fails,-or as tho Indians term. it, O-ni-au-ga-rah, "1, The Thunder of Waftr,"
are aiuato on t.ho Niagaru i~3ver, ihl commences at La~ Erie, and discbarges the
raters of thc great upr lakies, Superiur, Micligan, Hluron, a.nd Erie, whicài conUin
ncarly haif tjic fresh water on t.hc surface of theo glubo, ictu Lako Ontario. Iigara
River, as it ilowa from Lake Erie, is about three-fourtha of a mile wido, and bas; for
thre miles a rapil current, and thon becuma smuvoth and placid till within one Mnilo of
the Falls. In its curse, tho river embraca numarous islands, among them Navy
Island, famous duriug the Canadian Rebellion, ini 1837, hs.ving beaun for a time, oçýu~
pied by the inaiirgents, headed by William L. MeJ.Cnzie. A mile abova tiib Fnll
commence tbo Rapids, whlch have a deseent of about 67 foot forrinng white- crésied
breakera and a daahing and foaming torrent. The whole mi ghty river cornes rushlnè
over the brow of a hli, and as yen look up it saema eomning do.wn te civerwhelm. yor~
a.nd s0 it rushes on,. wirling, boiling, dancing, spnrkling alung with a fearfut lne
tience, rather than bverw1liing fury ircjoicing as if escaped frumu bondage rather
than raging in ngry might-%îildly, rnugnificently beautiful ý' The confusion is
cippnlling; but as delirium often Ieaves the huxnaen patient just i;efore hlsýdcatb, Be doca
tisi water provieus ta its fâI coznpletely receoir its tranquil charaeter, and lSus M'ô
the last hundred yards it approaclica its fate vith that dignity, aqrenity, ancd reéigtt-
tien whieIh attend it ta the very edge of thc Catarnot, and which fe.it;àfully tcoornp(ny
it in its descont. An able writer and great traveller rumarks, tInt "tIc four grandest
and mo3t magnificcnt nataral phienumueia ihl it lad boen niy lot te observe, hav&
been, Mount ..Etua in a stato of eruption, tho glaciers uf Switzorland ; a. thunder
sterm in the Indiau Ocean, and the Falls of Niagara; but in my opinion the lastds' by
znany degrees the most sublime and -- fully grand of all four." -

The lieight of the fall is 1CO foot, ani :t :s estimatcd that moru than a hundred rn>lV
lions of tons of water per hour are precipitated into the eonfused çauldron beneatil,
with a solemun and tremendoug roar, ordinarily heard from 5 ta 20 miles, but bas Mi
sôme instances been board at Toronto, 46 miles distant; and yet. à the UcCity &* (Uit
American shore, near the Catarnet, thore ia littie to givo notice of htaw uflplômi.

Tho distance around tIc HlQrae Shce Fall, on the Cauada.*aido, i& 144, xods; dirctly
acroas ia 74 roda. Goat Island divides tho river into twio parts, and forma th6 Ameh-


