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from its very nature, mnust be a thing of time and not of a bygone
eternity. The actual birthi and life, and sufferings, and atonement
of Christ, thougli purposcd in ctcrnity, could not in the very na-
ture of things actually take place in a past ctý3rnity. Tliey could
only taze place in trne. So with actu«l c1cction; it w:~
be a thing of time and not of a bygone eternity. ilence be-
lievers arc said to be chosen in C'hrist. Bph. r. 4. And Ilclect
aceording to the foreknowledge of God the Father throug,,h sance-
tification of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Christ." 1 Peter 1. 2. They are also said to be Ilchosen
to salvation throuqh, sanctification of the Spirit, and belicf of the
triith. 2 Thess. il. 13." Since then believers are chosen in Chirist,
chosen itroîtgl sanctification of the Spirit, and through, the belief of
the truth, it follows as a natural and a necessary consequenc that
though the purpose to eleet, like ail God's other purposes, is eter-
nal, the execution of' the purpose, or the actual election is, and ini
the very nature of thlings miust be, a thing, of time.

But Mr. Spurgeon denies ail this, and contradiets as it seems
to us> the plain teaehings of theword of God. lie says, IlElection,
we are sure is absolute, and altogether apart from the virtues which
the saints have aftcrward." Page 77. 0f course Mr. Spurge,,on in
the sermon frorn which we make this quotation does not attempt,
or even prof'ess to prove that election is absolute, and eternal;
he says it, and that he thinks is enougli to satisfy al
his hearers and readers that it is and muust be truc. The sub-
stance of' ail lie says is, Ilour election, then, is eternal. I
will not stop to prove it; I only just run over these thouglits for
the benefit of young beginners, that they may understand what
we nucan by eternud' absolute election." Page 79.

According to Mr. Spurgeon we are to believe that ail who shall
ever be saved, were absolutely aud unconditionally clected mil-
lions of maillions of years bef'ore they had any existence. They
were as rnuch elected then as thiey neyer could be in tine ; and not,
ouiy eleeted, they were virtuallyjustified, adopted, reconciled, regen-


