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Who were te bc appointed deacons.
The z>urorforn. of appamnting is, to iiiy mind, very definitcly

cxeiiiplified. On tliis.subject iucli lias been written. Logic lins toocý
frcqucntly taken the place of faith. The first ordination we have an
aceount of is recordcd Acts vi. 12-6. Let us attend briefly to the
point-i enibraced in the appointment of the firçt deacons. i. The

iaposties assemble the disciples and give their reasens why they l
cannet attend te the pecuniary wants of the brothcrhood. 2. Thiey
say,"I Look you out froni anon-gveurselves seven iinen"-thns, though
aposties, tbey do flot take upen thicinscivcs to decide for the church
in the niatter of selection or electien of the nien. 3. The brethiren

geeal er lae with the apostelie proposition. 4. The apos-
tle la oi h qualifications obfudintemnobchsn
tey ivere te o bc en of !zonest report, full of the Jflo/ï Spirit, aîîd

of wvisdom.- 5. * len the requisite nuniber cf meci ith the requisitej
qualifications wcere chioscii by tho cougregatien (neot by the aposties)

laiey~ were set befere the aposties : au d wheni they ]îad praycd, thcy
ladtheir bands uponl theni." Those wlîe contend that tlie apesties'

Iîands were flot laid upen men except te confer spiritual gifts, sturnbie
aud fali on this passage : for those ýseven men ivcre full cf the Spirit
aud -repicte with w'isdomn before liands wcre laid upon themii. Fastin g
is net inenitioned in tlic case, aud beth prayer and fitsting arc oniittcd

Ite be mentiened whoen Paul spcaks te, iîîethy uponl the subjeot cf
erdaining;- but as we fiad fasting, prayer, and liands ail assocîatcd
ini the ordinatien cf IPaul and l3arnabas, and linftic erdination cf
eiders by their sauctien and withi tlhoir liolp, thero is ail the nocessary
evidence that these three ivere always iii ail ordinations associated,

hogli they are net detailed in ecd particular case. I xuy US
rstate in passing, that Paui's appeintment at Autiocli did net cenvey

te huan the Spirit: for lie Iiad rccivcd the Spirit after Anaiias
came te hiim in Damnaseus, Aots ix. 17. f

Se far then as I hftve learncd, when the seriptures spcak ef tiiose
wlie are offiliaily eiders, bislieps, everseers, or presbyters cf the
churchi cf the Lord, reference is had te preperly qualified mien wlio
were appointed te certain dluties in the churcli by fasting, prayer, and

the laying on cf hands.

But what were thîcir dutie.3? If we examine what eiders in the
primitive churcli were te be. and whht they were te do, we shaHl se
tlîewisdoin cf powerfully impressin'g thîn 'with the rcspensibi1ities
o f their position. In may next I will attenmpt te combine tegether

ithe severai speefficatiens cf'character and duty speken cf by Paul. as


