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bition standards, except there be the
strong inclination for it which is likely
to command success, and this is not a
case I am now considering.  Hence the
introduction of a fresh cock need not
entail the care and anxiety which, in
the case of & fancier, it always does, and
must, if he wonld preserve his strain
from ruin, Provided the new bird be
of fairly pure hreed, not related, and of
good health and size, it will be sufficient;
and in this way, with no trouble and
very little -expense, all the economical
advantages of the lest breeds may be
secured and maintained for years.

To one point, however, care should
be devoted. In every lot of hens some
will be better layers than others. Let
us suppose we start with six Houdans—
a cock and five hens.  Probably out of
this five two may lay thirty eggs per
annum more than either of the others;
their eggs should be noticed, and only
these egus set. By following this plan
for a very few years a very great in-
crease in egg-production may be ob-
tained. My attention was drawn to
this subject by a friend havinga Brahma
pullet, which laid nearly three hundred
egus in one twelvemonth, though value-
less as afancy bird, and the quality
descended to several of her progeny;
and I have since found other instances
which prove conclusively that a vast
improvement might easily be effected in
nearly all our breeds were that careful
selecdan of hirood stocks made for this
purpose which the funcier bestows on
other objects. 1t is to be regretted more
is not done in this way, and having
more room than I had, I hope myself to
make some experiment in this direction
shortly. I will only say now that [ am
perfectly certain  the number of two
hundred eggs per annum might be at-
tained in a few years with perfect ease
were the object systematica{)ly sought;
and I trust these few remarks may
arouse a general attention to it amongst
those who keep poultry for eggs only,
and who can easily do all that is neces-
sary without any knowledge whatever
of faney points, or any attempt to Lreed
exhibition birds,

The consideration of the breeds suit-
able for special circumstances I will
endeavour to enter upon in my next
paper. — L. Wrient, < Journal of
Horticulture,

Our Letter Pox.

Wetenror Witk Cocmys Cinxa Cock
AND HEN. < (F O T)—=The cock should
weigh from 8 to 10 Ihs,, and the hen fron
6 to 8 1bs,

Povrnrey 1N & GarbeN,-—( Beginwer.}—
Young chickens in a gavden ave a real
henefit, and pick up wany inseets which
destroy vegetables; the best plan to adopt
is this:-~Put the hen under arip on Jw
walk and let the chicks have their run.
It is surprising how they wander about
picking up a living, bestdes which they
thrive remarkably well.  As socn as they
begin to scateh and injure the beds or
plots, remove them o other quarters.

Fowws ror CoxvINED Srack.—(Rus-
ticus.)—Brahmas and Houdans hear con-
finement well; the latter donot sit, andasa
rule such produce more eggsthan others that
incubate.  Laying in the winter is a ques-
tion of age and the amount of care hestow-
ed upon them, There is no breed that will
lay in winter by reason of any inherited
property—and adult fowls never do, no
matter of what breed. There would be no
reason why you should not keep owme of
each breed, Brahmas and Houdans. They
are equally hardy. As non-setters Hou-
dans ‘are perhaps the best to keeps they
have one drawhack however, when kept in
confined space they take to eating each
other's feathers. Where the space is a
confined one we know of no fowl tuat giv's
so much satistaction as the Brahwma, ne
fras most of the virtues and few of the viees
of frwls in general.

Uxitine Booons.-- (. A, Boly.)-—We
have frequently done so. It isalways best
to put both broods under the hen at night,
awd if of nearly an age and size the hen
will not know the difference.

Crpve-Carr Poinrs,—(J. Johnson.)—
The chief points of a good creve-cour are
square bodies, blue legs, black plumage,
good beards, and top-knots. Some show
spangles of white in their plumage. This
is to be regretted, and such a bird cannot
be shown with any hope of suceess, but it
does not of necessity prove there is any
impurity in the breed. Al birds of black
plumage are subject to these spots.  Span.
ish would afford a good illustration. The
white feathers in the top-knot are indica-
tive of age, innsmuch as they seldom show
ina pullet. The word age must be taken
in a qaalified sense; it does not mean that
the bi*d is 0ld, but that it has passed from
the staze as a pullet—just as girls of six-
tem call women of twenty-sixold. As a
rule, it must be admitted that, where per-



