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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

disunion. Such a phalang, fitly compacted and knit
together by thay which every joint supplieth, would
{as in our case) be far more powerful, either for at-
tack or resistance, than the temporary and transicnt
co-operation of separate and unconnected squadrons,
at some crisis of great emergency. I venture, there-
fore, earncstly to recommend this course to our
beloved brethren in England, although [ still more
anxiously wish that we in Scotland shoeuld, in this
respect, set them an example, instead of, at a later
period, being exhorted to follew theirs.

You must ali be aware how completely the differ-
ent bodies of unendowed Presbyterians are identified
in other respects; they acknowledge the same stan-
dards ; preachithe same doctrines ; are governed by
the same office-bearers ; are equally tenacious of
Sabbath observance; and are cqually zealous in the
cause of forcign missions. Their ministers are all
maintained by the spontancous and ungradged ob-
lations of their flocks; and all partics are desirous,
to their power, and cven beyond their power, to
contribute to the support of a gospel ministry in
those localities where thedecp poverty of the inhabi-
tants renders it necessary that they should, in part
at least, be supplemented by the abundance of the
liberality of their Christian brethren, who are in
easicr circumstances, at a distance. We, therefore,
who are connected with the Free Church, may surc-
Jy bear with our United Presbyterian brethren who
have, during three gencrations. experienced (as they
think) the eflicacy, as well as the comfort, of the
self-sustaining system. Why should we, who are
practical Voluntaries from nccessity, refuse to be
united with those who are so from conviction (so far
as the sustentation of the minister is concerned,)
and who object not to our holding the opposite prin-
ciple, to which they are conscicntiously opposed?
If, in theory, as a church, and in practice as its
ministers, office-bearers, and members, they yicld
neither to ourselves nor to any other communion in
their zeal for the strict and sanctified observance of
the Lord's-dxy, and hold that the civil magistrate is
not only entitled, but bound, to protect the entire
community in the enjoyment of a weckly day of
rest,* as a boon conferred on all the inhabitants of
the carth by an all-wise and all-hountiful God at
the period of the world's creation, what more can we |
require, in that respect, at their hands? If in all
the schools and seminaries which arc under their
Jurisdiction the Bible and the doctrines derived from
that pure source, and which our common forefathers
have embodied in our catechisms and standards, are
regarded as indispensable clements for the up-bring-
ing of their children, do we not possess a sufficient
guarantee that they will set their faces against a
Godless or Scripturcless system of education ?

We ought, I think, in fairness to test their views
on tiic latter question, nof according to what they
consider to be the wisest course for 2 Government
to pursue, over whose acts they are invested with
o control or responsibility, but according to the
system which they adopt in their own schools, where
they have full scope to follow out their own Princi-
ples and their own convictions ; and we cannot doubt
that, if any Government scheme should prove in
whole or in part objectionable, they ill be prepared
to concur cordially and zealously with us in recti-
fying every crror, and supplying every deficiency.

The axiom, that it is the duty of the civil magis-
trate, in his official capacity, to * honour Christ,” is,
as it seems to me, so vague and indeterminate, as to
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be liable to very scrious objections. . It must, of
course, in each separate instance, depend on the
consciences of those in authority to act in this matter
according to their own views, without assuming ours
as their standard or their guide. In this sense,
Christ is at this moment * honoured” in every coun-
try throughout Europe. The * civil magistrates” in
Italy, Spain, Portugal, and all other Romish coun-
trics, conceive that they * honour Christ” by en-
dowing Popery. In England, and several other
Protestant countries, Christ is “honoured” by the
cstablishment of Prelacy. Charles II., and his god-
less ministers, believed that they were “ honouring
Christ” when they forced Bpiscopacy upon our fore-
fathers, and consigned our martyrs to exile or to
death. If you exhort the “civil magistrate” to
honour Christ in Scotland, will he not tell you that
he is doing so «o the utmost by upholding a Preshy-
terian establishment? This system is thus univer-
sully carried out, and yet there is not even one Ectab-
lished Church in Europe, of which any Free Church-
man or United Presbyterian would not repudiate the
fellow ship, and desire cither the radicat reformation
or the entire abolition. If it is replied, that we con-
tend for a “scriptural” establishment, every civil
magistrate would at once exclaim, that Ais edifice is
framed entirely on that basis, and that such an one
as we are bent upen erecting would be antiscriptiiral,
pernicious, and inadmissible. In fact, our views
could not be carried out, unless Free Churches ac-
cording to our model werc established in every Chris-
tian country throughout the world,—a consumma-
tion which cannot take place until Free Church sen-
timents prcdominate in courts, in senates, and in all
the high places of the earth. Can we be surprised
that our United Presbyterian brethren, when they
contemplatc the fruits which the adoption of this
course has produced, should prefer the non-establish-
ment principle (the power of which we ourselves
have experienced and exemplified in an unprecedented
degree) to the existence in every Iand, where the op-
posite view has heen adhered to, of churches which
(in our opinion as well as in theirs) are nurseries of
crror in doctrine, laxity ins discipline, misapplication
of immense resources, and uncharitable exclusiveness
in regard to every other denomination? or that they
should be apprcbensive of State interference with
respect to Sabbath observance, as its practical appli-
cation must in every case be regulated according to
the sentiments of the * civil magistrates” themscelves
—a great majority of whom entertain very confused
or inadequate ideas on the subject, and are more
likely to consnlt the Book of Sports, than to conform
to the Book of Discipline? In truth, the vaguceness of
the phrase, that it is the duty of the civil magistrate,
in his official capacity, to * honour Christ,” reminds
me of a conversation in which, many years ago, my
zcalous and indefatigable friend, Joseph Hume, ex~
pressed his surprise that he shounld experience so
much opposition, and incur so much obloguy, when
his only aim was to procure “good government” for
the people ; when I observed, that as to the praisc-
worthiness or importance of his design, as thus
cnunciated, there could not be two opinions; but
that a striking and strenuvons disco}dance wonld be
developed when the practical meaning of the words
“good government” came to be considered and de-
fined; for although no politician would-be so crotch-
ety and paradoxical as to contend in favour of “bad
government,” and the absolutist, the liberal, the re~
publican, the socialist would all assent to his general
principle, very many would aver that the plans which
ke had devised for the cstablishment or security of
gaod government would ounly render our present po-




