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SUNDAY.

SUNDAY is nat on]>' a distiniguished
institution of religion, but ever>'-
thing sacred and goad is sa inti-
mately associated ivith this day that
the extinction of Sunday wavuld be
speedil>' followed by the annihila-
tion of Christianity itself. The
question af its observance is just a
question of life or death ta the
Christian religion. What is it that
arrests the current of warldly
affairs, and caîls a whale coim-
munit>' awvay from their business or
their pleasures ta the sanctuary af
GoLn, gathers the children together
for religiaus instruction, and offers
the means of grace ta, all, but the
Christian Sabbath ? And if it were
abolished ail these means and
iustitutienis which wvere designed ta
promate and perpetuate religion
would cease, and soon the last ves-
tige af Christianit>' would disap-
pear.

The influence of Sunda>' in
prornotingf moralit>' and religion is
seen in the aspect of ever>' place
where it is observed or desecrated.1
Where there is no Sunda>', there
riot and disorder abound, falsehood
andl profaneness flaurish, inteiper-
ance and licentiousness lead ta
brutal scenes of violence and
strife. The fear Of GOD, the love
of truth and order, industry and
intelligence, urbanit>' and benevo-
lence, temperance, purity, ail the
virtues whichi go ta mnake social
life happy, and ta, cernent Saciety,,
ilourish pre-eminently where Sun-
day is honored as an institution of
GaD, Religion is in little danger
from, the assaults of infidelity
directed against its Creed. It bas
risen from, ever>' such onset with
augmented power and mare re-

plendent beauty. But it is in
peril where the sacred day an
which it rests is turned into a day
of festivity and enjoyment instead
of holy time. XVhen it beconies a
seasan of riot and disarder, inste-td,
of sacred repose and stillness, it is
pervered. from an institution
designed ta uphiold and perpetuate
the Christian religion into the
rnightiest instrument of irreligion
and imnnorality.

THE WELCOME 0F OUR
CHIURCHES J-ýST BE

IJNDOUBTED.

TEE people of the ]and have
been enfranchised in flie kingdan-i
of palitics, and they nmust be
enfranchised equally in the king-
damr of heaven. The welcarne of
aur churches must be unlimited,
unclassed, and undaubted ; it is
nat so at present. O-nly last week
I received grave camplairas of
cald-shoulder treatment, and I bave
been distressed ta find it said b>' a
Churchwarden about his free and
unappropriated, church, "The
paorest of the poor take the best
seats early, and if a part af these
seats were allotted, the better classý,
and maie sensible people would
corne." ].Iw many af us ivaûld
be mast thankful if the paorest af
the poor would camue early ta aur
best seats!1 and what right has any
man ta, say that the poar are less
"sensible"> than the "lbette?> class?
I do not say that free and unap-
propriated sittings are an infallible
remnedý, a never-failing methad of
filling aur ohurches, but I carry
with me the mnajority of the clergy
and an increasing mninority of the
churchwardens, whien I affirm that
such a system is the only one


