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THE LATE REV. J. W. MATHESON.
Tho 11ev. .Joliîn Williamn Matheson, the

second son of Mr. Alcx. Mathason, -%vas
bora at Bng-er'ýs Hill, ('oinity of ?ictou, on
the 14t1î April, 1862. le enjoyed the bigb
bonour of a pins ancestry. Bis paternal
grandfatliwr, a llrother Of the late Wl LLIAM
liATU<IIA'Ç, 115q. wsone Of the firSt eiders
ordaincd Iw tie late 11ev. Dluncan Rloss af-
ter bis s>ettiemellnt at 'Wfest Rliver. le was
a mari of devotet] picty aad univcrsally es-
teemed. Ile enintinnted during tie 'whole of
the mniistrýy of that emninent servant of
Christ, aad for a short tirne ixader bis suc-
cessor, to disellarge the dluties of that office
with credit to lîinselfaind bencfit to the cou-
gregation. By bis iiotbcer's sida My. M.
wvas a great grandson of Kcnncti Fraser, oaa

of the flrst eiders ordained in the County of
l'ictou, under the ininistry of Dr. McGnE-
QoiR, and pnrticularly noticed by him. ia bis
autobiograiphy for bis amiable disposition
and christian kiiowlekdge. The piety of bis
&ncestors wàas eontirnued in bis father's fa-
mily, ia wbich from bis car]liest yaars ha en-
.ioyed tbe beaclit s of a tlîorougli christiari
tzainiag and ex.tn:ple. rirom early lifa be
.appaared i stie degree undar the influence
of religious trutil, and -%vas always correct
lu bis delortnieiat. hwsto oaetl
ha was about sixteen or seveateen ycars of
age tbat lie gave decided evidence of liaving
passcd from, dcath uto life. At tbis pcrl4od
ha passcd througlî1 a saason of Ceep religions
eonviction. lc wvns tlien, as always, unu-
:snafly eilent regardiniihs feelings, but from
.tboge elosely aissociatlng ivith hiri tlic sevar-
ity of the eAtrug,ýglp tlirough wvhich be was

passiag couldnrotkazoneealeà. Tiilten-
sity of bis emotions appearcd iii tus couri-
tenarice and bebaviour. After a timae lie a-
merged into tha suashine of Chlrsian hope
and joy, aud gava dia first inidiratiuan of the
chiage that lînd passcd over hM, by inti-
matiag to bis parents the de.5ire to study withà
tha vficw of preaching the, gospel. Froni
this early period ha aiso gave hîlats thiat Isa
mind wau; directcd to the Foreign Mission
field, and theuceforward lus prayers ini tire
fainily circle plainly revcalcd tia plnce vvhich
that work occupicd in bis lieart.

Up tili this time ha bad arijoycd only the
o-xdiay education of a country eoixuon
school, whicb, than, as yct ia anay parts of
Nova Scotia, was poor enougli. To prapare
for the Sauuiuary ha cormnenecdl attending
tha Granirar sebool, at ])urlîan, tieu un-
der the charge of Mr. Daniel McDouald.
This was at thea distance of four miles froni
bis fuethers bouse, the road lcading over-
some sMep ascents and blcak bis. Yct ini
winter's suow and suxxumr'shejit, iu the ram,
and blaste cf spriug aud autuain, ha, daily.
walkedl tbither in tic mi-ruiag and back a-
gain la the eveaiag to bis fatlîer's bîouse,
whereagkxeh of the tuae was spant ilu prapaz-
in- the tashs of the following day. Thir-
teen mouths were spçnt la thîls wny, afler
which, ha. waýs amitted te dia philosoplîlcal
classes of the Scuiaary of the ]?rcsbyteriaa
Çhurch of Nova Seotia Ina diesa labour,
if flot ccxUcr. tbe, se.eda wcra sown of that
xualady, 'which eveatually anded bis da3-s.
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