
CORRESPONDENCE 

the banquet was one or thc most cnjoyablc of the Association I
have attcndcd, A lot -f solid, practical work was donc, but the
meimory of real hospitality is, as you vill agrec with me froi your
own cxpcricncc, somcthing that onc can ncvcr forgct,

THE PAST AND THE PRESENT,

Si.,-n discussing tle best way Io cradicatc quackcry li
practicc and in advertisin(e, I an not in larnony with somc or
your views, bccause in rebuking the present violators of thc code
nf cthics, your rebuke must logically go back to the former acts of

ncn who arc among our most worthy. 1 remember the day whcn
show-cascs wcrc so common that thcy wcrc cxhibitcd at Provincial
exhibitions, and the best dcntists compctcd for public prizcs for
the best display of mcchanical work 1 That wa' lot marc than
tlirty years ago. I was glad, indced, to sec the last of that vcry
imnprofcssional custon. Have wc not to rccognizc the fact, that
the times are changed for us as well as for evcrything else whcre
men have to get a living, and that with the incrcase of population,
nnd thc accession to our number of many more dentists, wc must
cxpect the quack advcrtiser to thrive upon the credulity of the
public. The quack advcrtiscments in dentistry arc only on a par
with those in medicinc. With all our faults, wc have nevcr in our
hiktory had one criminal in our ranks. Mcdicinc and lav cannot
say as -nuch in Canada. Yours '

[Our correspondent is illogical. Dentists who uscd show.cases,
etc., thirty or forty ycars ago violatcd no code, because therc was
neither an organized profession, nor a code to violate. Wc doubt
if the sin of Cain vas as great a sin as that of --. The Ten
Commandinents made penal certain actions which common lav
had lcft uncondemned. When we obtaincd from the Legislature
professional distinction and privileges, it would have been as
inconsistent as absurd to adherc to trade methods. We admit the
correctncss of the parallel between quack medical and dental
advertisements, but as reputable medical socictics ostracize from
their privileges men wvlho resort to these incans of booming practice,
s- reputable dental socicties should do the same. We do not
propose to hang, draw and quarter these advcrtisers, or worry
thcm in any other way than by protecting the public from their
imposture. By and by such quacks wiii find it docs not pay to
lie. Even for them honesty will some day be found to be the
best policy. That thcy would be influcnccd by the fact that it is
the best principle we venture to doubt. If truth can be made to
pay bctter than lying, they will tell the truth, even if it makes them
ill to affect such an uncommon act of moral heroism.-ED. D.D.J.]
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