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Notés from the Ontario_ Freo Grant Lands.

I live in the Muskoka Free Grant District of (ntario
m the township of Ryerson. ‘Thusisa townslup sct
apart by the government to try tho expeniment of
bulding houses and cleaning land forsettlers. Twenty
-thousand dollars has alrcady -been expended for that
purpose. A house is-built and four acres of Jand
-clearod -on lots -of 100 acrea, the settler to pay the
cost, 8200, by instalments in five years,  The scheme
18 good but can handly be ealled a success; vning
-partly toits not bung properly carned vut, Lhe lots
-selected are saud to contain seventy-five per cent. of
land fit for cultivation, =

‘The sml 1sgenerally a clay loam covered with hard
wood, with cunsiderable pine in places. It s well
watered and hasthe navigable river, Maganetawan,
running altnost through the centro of the township
There arc several ‘good mill sites within twenty or
thirty miles, but no mills yet. ’

This has been the first- year of farming, and crops

promised well, but the grasshopper did a great deal |

of injury in places, clearing off-wheat, oats and pota.
toes—cverything hut peas. Where the grasshoppers
were less' numerous, crops -were excelicut, the-new
soil especially suiting potatoes, some truly astonsh-
inﬁ }'iclda being reported.

Vheat, none i market 3 oate,-sixty-five and sev-
enty cents ; potatoes, tifty and sixty cents, peas $L0W.
Prices will be higher in the spring when more set-
tlers come in. F.%l wheat lovks well. Weather iery
mild, with very little snow up to date.~ Cor. lhstarn
Rural. ’ i
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-An Agriculinml Education.

Extract from Paper Read before the Onslow Farmers
Club, by Major Wm. Blale,

What the farmer nceds as the saentific education
which the mechanic, the-manufacturer, and-the
artizan receives, ¢ enable him to become master of
his calling. He_mnust understand the proceases o
-the -vegetable -kingdom, by what agents they are
conducted, by what laws they are regulated, and how
the whole-may be turned to the best -account with
the least Jabor and cxpense ; and for this knowlgdge
of his-art he must depend on the light of seience -
The thrift, industry, and intelligence of other classee
“have been conspicuons for the last quarter ot a
century ; yet the tillers of the sail, not.a whit he-
hind any other class in natural talent and virtae,
greatin everything which pertams to personal worth,,
are left to-toil on without recciving their proper
share of scientific aid, and as if the AN Wi One
who has promised that sced-time and harvest, shall
not fail, had prescribed no laws for them to study,
no rules to govern their practice, and as though the
fulfilment of tlus promuse did net depend upen com
pliance with His unchangeable laws ;-foraf there are
scientific princxi\lcs upon_which-suercssiul cultina
tion is bascd, then no effort can be well dirceted
unless founded on these prmcx})lcx

There is no department of bhuman ndusiry an
which the aid of science is more absolutely necessary,
but the impression has too frequently been that farm-
ing is purely mechanical requinng muecnlar rather
than mental potwer to ensure , and this opini
has so greatly prevailed, thad if a man attempted to
educate hunself for the dutics and responsitulities of a
farmer, he has been styled 2 **book farmer,” or *a
man of zeal, without knonledge ” But what e an
agricultural cducation? Itax that system of tramng
w%xich teaches the applieation of saience to the art of
agriculture. And what 13 the sew nre of agnculture®
It relates to the principles of successful cultavation
For instance, it teaches that all ** plauts hive and grow
by eating;" what their proper food 13, where it may
bs found, in what quantity, and how it shall be
ap{;licd. oo . .

ut_how hall this be attained®- By guessng?
Dy long and doubtiul experiments? By the clear,
light of science, which can solve these problems at
once! -Science_says to her chemist, tell me of what
that plant 1s composed—then fhialyze that soil and
tell me if that plant willounshanat.  Ifatwill not,
tell me what angredients are wanting for ita healthy
devesopment, tell me whether that soil as best
adapted to the growth of gramy, ‘hay or vegetables,
Tell me what ingredients the growth of these will
abstract, and what kind and quantity of manure must
be lauppli:d to restore the productive energics of the
soil.

The analyms of the chomist may scttic all these
points as satisfactonly as the lungest and hest

ractical cxpericnce of the farmer, and by whidh
Enowlcd ¢ he may ascertain the proper food for lus
crops and for his stack. .

Education increascs %owcr , and this is as true m

-agriculturc a8 1 any other pursuit or profession,-and

reflection will-convinco "any ono that such is the
necessity for acience in this vocation, that a long hfe
of study and expericnce would leave the most intelli-
gent far short of perfection. In fact there 1s no
Yursmt which requires more ntelhgence, simply
ecause the principles on wlichat depends, are more
duflicult to understand than almost any other. The
farmer should have a scientific knowledge of lus soils,
and their adaptation to the growth of his crops, the
preparation and nature of the different parts of the
tertiltizers heapplies, tho itluence of hus crops on the
sotl, andaf exhansting, how its reproductive energies
may be restored. le-should also understand the
taws of the various changes which take place
manures and 2oils, and their influcnco on vegetation,
from the gernunation of the sced to the matunity of
the crop, the nature and remedy of.the diseascs of
anunais and vegetables, the breeding and raising of
stock, tho halnts of snsccts, and how thewr ravages
may be prevented.—.N. 8. Journal of Agriculture,

r———— )

Farm Lifo in Germany.

In a recent 1sswo of The Evangelist a corresponsient
gives an mteresting deseription of farm life in Ger-
many, from which we make an extract :

Az wo procecd on our way we pass through several
villages, in which the houses are pretty close together,
in nu way resembling the bright, neat farm-houses ot
onr New England dtates.  Here the buildings cone
sist of a frame skeleton filled in with brick or clay,
and generally whitewashed, The “other. ones have
thatched roofs with a rich growth of beautiful moss
upon them, and often a stork’s nest at the gable end,
which-the peasant considers as a sign of good luck.
\When the Spring comes, andall nature begins to show
~igns of » new life, the children anxiously watch the

a summers sky.,  The more modern houses -are
covered with red tile, but even they have in front of
them the d.sgusting manure heap, suggesting bad
Siramage and disease. )

Qver the double iront door, which is large enough
ta admit entrance to a loaded waggon, is carved in
farge Jetters the name of the -owner of the house, hns
wites and some appropriate verse -from the Bible.
Fhe spacious hall, with 1ts hardstrodden clay. -floor,
tormng the mam part of the house, whate from 1t night
and left lead the doors into the stables. At the end
we find_a small-sittingo0m, -with low ceiling and
projecting beams, and the pme tloor covered with
white sand.  Narrow wooden benches are stationary
azanst the wall, a deal table stands in the centre and
& tew wouden chairs and perhaps an old clock 1 the
carner, complete the furmture of - the modest apart.
ment  The bedrooms and kitchen are adjoming and
in the former the mountainvus feather beds, under
which the peonle sleep Summer and Winter, attract
our attention, as also the small windows, which allow
of but scanty ventilation.  ‘Lhere 1s no sign of book
or newspaper, or anything_that indicates taste or

return of the -stork, who has spent the winter under |-

raised somo pork to sell each year, and occasionally &
fat cow or a yoke of oxen, wlhen they wero_no longer
useful for tho dairy or the yoke. From seven colo-
nies of bees I recerved a steady mcome and increased
my stock cach year.

But without gomﬁinto detatls, I will say that ab
the cnd of six years I sokl my farm bach to tho man
of whom I bought 1t. He had- been west, and came
back thoroughly homesick, and wanted his old home.
In no ono of the six years did I clear less than $500.

“Now, take my $2,000 and my age, thnty years, and

suppose that I should hve tu the allotted age of man,
{three scorc years and ten,) and each year add §500
and interest at six per cent., and I think 1t will come
pare favorably with the profits of any of the profus.
sions, Idonotsay la-I have not made more than
3500 any year ; but 4 -uo eay that thisis the least I
mado sn any one of the six years. At the same tine
[ have had'an experience which 1s worth more to mo
than all the rest. 1 have helped bmld one railroad

_| by taking_one share of its stock and paymg for it,

and I have endeavored to do my share toward the
support of society, and toward encouraging every en-
terprise. which -1s for the public good: I take and
read at least -fivo papers, and “find moncy to pay for
the same in advance. L
Some of the ghtter and show of our city and villago
cousins,-which has so long ‘dazed the country youth,
has been sadly dimmed by recent eventsm our com-
mercial cities and manufacturing towns, and somo
journcymen, clerks, &c., who have for years had
large salarnies or” wages, are now looking forward to
a hard winter without employment or woik, with
fear and trembling.  The price of the farmer’s pro-
duce ma{ be somewhat lessened by these business
crashes, but he knows-nothing of the dread of being
* out of work *for weeks and months, with empty
cellars, store rooms and wood-sheds.
— - et

Agriculture vs. other Occupations,

Though agriculturo 1s onc of the most fndependent
and ennobling employments in which any one can
engage, yet there exists a strong-desiro among the
young men of Canada to abandon it for other occupa-

tions. ‘They regard farming asa monotonous drudgery,
and they are,. thercfore, leaving tho *bright old
homesteads ” in which their fathers acquired compe-
tence and wealth, to enter the * learned professions,”
or follow some-** genteel calling.” They. could-not
in the commencentent of hie coinmit a greater bluns
der. In Europe, practical agriculture is regarded as
one of the most aristocratic purswits, and the highest
nobiesare engaged in it No doubt other occupations
require less physical Jabor, but they are vastly more
wearisome and unhealthy than farming.  As a class,
the farmers are happier than thoso who follow the
*¢ trades and professions,” and, as to competence and
independence, there is no calling in which they can
be more certainly attained than in agriculture.  The
well cultivated fields, the well atocked farms, and
thel be seenin every part of

education,  It1s a hife of toal wiuch the poor
leads, relieved by very few pleasures, and which in
no way-compares with that of our commonest laborer
m the country.

Land here yields barely three per cent., and while

bonst of a paper, an_occasiomal lecture or concert,
there is nothing here to change the-dull monotony of
dnly drudgery The men are drafted into the army
for three years of their hfe, which, though it relieves
them ot thar awkward, cluinsy ways and revives the
rudiments of thar learmng, makes labor scarce, and
s the cause that so” many women have to do hard
field wark, and appear more ignorant than the men.
— Western Rural.

.
A Clerk's Success on & Farm.,

An cnterprising farmer in Vermont, once a clerk,
relates lus experiencesn the following communication
to the New England Farmer: i

Seven years ago I bought -a farm of 350 acres fou
312,000, the- stock and tools-cost me $3,000 more.
I had 32,000 to pay down, which -left ine’in debt
$13,000. The first year Ikepta cash account and
found my receipts” §200 per month and my expenses

about 100, including interest and help.” The first

and in cach suceending year I pa:d my notes befure
they hecame due, and got sume discount by doing 0.
{ shouid have sanlin the hirst place that'l hada
dary. of forty cows, anda sagar {msh of 1,600 trees.
From these two sources I reccived most of my
moncy, though I sold a few _tons of hay, a few bush.

cls oats, comn,- heans, potatoes and apples. T alwo

m our Eastern and Miuddle States every willago can

year I paud two notes, both brfore they were dug, |-

, to
the country, afford ovidence of this fact ; and why
should it not be s0? Is not- agniculture tho most
prumtive of all occupations, and s 1t-not also the
true foundation of all national prosperity ? Initmen
o not require to crowd each other as in the - * pro-
fessions,” for hetween the sons of the sml there need
be no undue competition, Let all young men, then,
think of tlus, and stick to their farms ; for, of the
many who abandon agriculture, and cnter the pro-
tessions, or engage in business, nine out of every tan:
fail, and arc often runed for hife.  Instead, therefore,
‘of turning their attention to other pursints—besct
with cares and anxictics, often endingan utter disape
pontanents, and, frequently, in hopeless bankruptcy
—let our young men apply themsclves to practical
aguiculture, and by emp) oyml{' their energies of mind
and body in the cultivation of thar broad acres, and-
the improvement of their stock and farms, they will,
1n the end, sccure the happiness, as well as the inde-
pendence, of themselves aud thar faunlics.—Urange-
cille Sun. ’ .
Sttt W e .

AMERICAN Datrvyes's AssoctatioN.—Officers for
theensung year. = Hon. HoratioSeymour, President;
Prof L. B. Amold, Rochester, N, Y., Secretary;
Hon. Harns Lewis, Treasurer; and thirty-one Vice-
Presidents from various states, - i

Cottrae-Mane Faruers.—The Michigan Agricul-
tural College reports its “graduates previous to 1673,
as thus cmployed . 21 farmers, 7 {ruit growers, 4
cngincery, 4 druggusts, 2 mechanies, 7 business agents,
6 lawycers, 1 clergyman, 1 physician, 1 editor, 12 pro-
fessors and_teachiers, most of whom are connected
with agricultural colleges, several of whom lave
charge of farms and ens.—Live Stock Journal,



