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1. Wlen the work is read and principle, that guilt cannot always be
studied as a whole, and not as a col- inferred fromn the enduring of adver-
lection of disconnected or ill-adjusted sity ; but that a righteous Man may
parts, it generally leaves on the mind be overwlelmed with calamities for
the impression that the vriter intend- the trial of his virtues, and not for the
Pd to discuoq the question, whether purii1ninhent of his bins. If dieu such
snfring aheays presupposes and be the proper subject of the work, it
prores guilt in t/le suj1îrer. The con- ik clear that wYhat is related concern-
nection between happiness and virtue inig Job ,hould Le considered more
on th- one hand, and betweeni miery as an instructive tale than as real
and sin on the other, lias froin the history. The design of the author.
earliest time engaged the attenLioi vas not to write a memoir of the
and perplexed the ingenuity of die patriarcli, but to " point a moral."
reflecting part of mankind. Accord- Indeed, as far as that design is con-
ing to the most ancient, and perlhapb terned, the whole account might well
even now the nost prevalent faith, he a fiction, for the instructiveness of
that connectionappears to be regarded a tale ik well known to depend more
as invariable and absolute. Accord- on its veriimilitude, or confornity to
ingto it, prosperity cannot be enjoyed nature, than on its actual truth. It
aipart front moral worth, nor adver- ii not, however, intended to assert,
sity endured without sinfulness as its that the whole ib a fiction unmixed
cause. This is rotoiiously the view viti fact. There dues appear to be
of the question whiclh pervades the a historic basis on which fancy lias
lav of Moses. Ir is a vital prin- reared a spacious superstructure.-
<iple in his institutions ; according to As Defoe founded his popular tale on
which the amount of a person's good the real adventures of Alexander
or had fortune in this life is made to Selkirk, so the writer of our book
depend on his conduct as a subject of may be reasonably supposed to have
the Theocracy. Fidelity to Jehovah grafted his own conceptions and
is made a condition of vorldly suc· plan cn tie tradition respecting the
cess, the breach of which was to be sufferings and deliverince of Job.
punished with temporal calamities. We have not ithe means of ascertain-
Now, in distinction front this view, ing, minutely and beyond doubt, how
if not in opposition to it, there is an- much of the author's materials was
other, ivhich is supported by a nu- furnished by the traditionary history
nerous class of facts in the world's of Job, and how inuch was produced
history. However true it may be, by his own plastic fancy ; yet we may
that well doing and well being are without presunmption attribute to fic-
essentially connected in the divine tion the representation given of Satan
economy, it cannot be denied that the as mingling in the assemblies of angels
rigliteous often suffer while the wicked and holding a parley % with Jehovah
triumph. Even under the Theocracy on matters of tate, and even obtain-
nany facts oecurred in contradiction ing a commision to put a holy man's
to the grand principle of the Mosaic virtue to the severest test. To the
system, as appears fron the 73d sane source we would trace the de-
Psalm and from Ecclesiastes ix. 2, 3, tails of Job's possessions and misfor-
--- Ail things come alike to ail: tunes, and subsequent prosperity, the
there is one event to the rigliteous, elaborate conversations or discussions
and to the wicked," &c. Now the between him and his friends, and tie
Book of Job seems to have been appearance of the Divine Being in
written with the design of nodifying the character of an overwhelming
the primitive faith, by establishing the disputant. On the other band, we


