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For the Coloniual Churchman.
: ON GROWTII IN GRACE, do with me as it seemeth good in thy sight ?’
When a man has been awakened by the grace of

#od, to a sense of hissin and danger, anl made to
2ply to Christ for pardon and paace,this may be calls
¢4 the beg nning of a new or spiritaal life. ¢ Being

°fn again, not of corruptible secd, but of incorrup-
tible 71 things have passed away with him, o
Rre passing away with him, daily. The old cainal
:nlhd and! iuclinations are wearing off : old hahits and
jh° ol will are changed, whatever was old and carnal

' 10w become new, and spi-itual j—new affections
Dew inclinat'ons, new disposi:ious, and a new conver-
*ation: ¢ Behold all things are become new.’

. That there is an inward operation of the Haly Spis
Tt which does canstantly exert itself in the soul of the

'ever, but especially in his conversion, is a truth

lone who havea saving knowledge of the scriptures
an deny ; _and though in the most advanced state
o religion on Earth, we are but infants in comparizon
* what we hope to be when in Heaven—yet we must

€ Very solicitous to know whether we are growing in
8race,

The enquiry, Christian reader, now is, whether you
® making any progress in the Christian race. Whe-
®f religion be on the advauce in your soul; for you
Ust bear in mind, if it benot on the increase, it will

(itis greatly to be feared) on the decrease,—1
Uld therefore entreat you to bring your heart to

MWer such enquiriesas these.

0 you find the love of God and man advancing in
Jour g4 Do you realize a sense of his presence
":Ore than you formerly did, and does that sense
5‘]"” more delightful to you? Do you discern, not

(Y the necessty but tie reasonableness, and the
fasure of obedience. Do you find an ardent desire
° please God, —and therefore are you doing all the
%d you can, from a priacipie of love to Him? Can
YU maintain a more steady calmness and serenity,
en God is striking at your dearest enjoyments in this
World? Will you then realize the hand of God, and
®%n that it is just, and that he punishes you less thar,
our sins deserve? Will you then compose yourselt
Rnd glorify his name, by a patient submission to his
U, and view afflictions as chast'sements of his love,
nd think within yoursif, ¢ It is thus that God is mak-
cog me conformable o his Son--thus he kills my
e"“_Pilons--(hus he strengthens my graces.-—thus
."dmsely continues to bring me nearer to himself,

Makes me fit for Heaven?
mine your heart as regards the other evils of
ave you fewer foreboding fears and disquieting
than you ouce had, as to what may happen ?
U trust the wisdom and goodness of God, to
Your affuirs for you, with more cheerfulness
esignation than formerly? Examine also, whe~
¥ou advance in humility. Do you feel your
Mmore emptied of proud and haughty thoughts ;
0 You more tenderly observe your daily slips and
Yer f“ages, and fiud yourself more disposed to mourn

Nee ose slips and failings, before the Liord,— that
derePassed with you as slig_ht matters? Do you feel a
oflhe"apprehension of the idfinite Majesty of God—
Yo glo"y of his natural and moral perfeetions, so (hat
:eq“:"] yourself as nothing before him? Do you in con~
Cere Uice of those feelings, frequently renew your sin-

s’n“'eady, and determined application, to t_he right-
WO“S and blood of Christ; —as being seusible how
o Mthy you are to appear before a pure and hely
obr, O'herwise than in Him? Are you more earnest to
e influences of the Holy Spirit, to help your
LIY s;—and have you such a sense of your owon
¢ %, as 1o depend entirely in all youdo, upon the
tiay, “Unicationsof h's grace to assist you in your Chris-

Courge ?
ang l° You also advance in zeal for the service of God,
Tow, 0:; happ'ness of mankind? Can you view the sor-
)n,,y p others . with tender compassion, and not only
) '°”hfm, but do all in your power to belp aud
the ¢ them; and are you more deeply convinced of

Alities of the world? Is your mind more weaned
"3 allurements, o as to have less relish for any
Y plearure—¢ ITavi:g your affections set on
B3in Heaven, instead of th'ngs in the Earth?? Do

04 yourself willing to leave the world at the short-
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" You away on a sudden, though it should be

iwould willingly consent to that remove, and be enabled sions and images. The resulton the coutrary, if not
to say--* Behold thy servant, O Lord, is in thine hand, the intention, of too much pulpit oratory, is to fill the
cear with a multitude of grand terms, and bewilder
Aud lastly, do you feel your heart filled with holy the fancy with a crowd of tropes ; while it is compas
gralitude and love to God, when you reflect on the:rativel_v ineffectual in stamping the general argument
unnumbered blessings and meicies that lie has from or exhortation upon the understanding. 1t is not the
time to time bes'owed upen you?--When you survey steady prosecution of an impertant loyic, halfso much
the goodness of God ard his Fatherly cate that com-,us a collection of fine bits : putting us in mind of Sie
menced with your being—when you look back, I say, Robert Peei’s kappy description; at the Merchant
upon yoyr pastlife, and see the iany instances of the Tuilors’ dinner, of what he calls, * that elaborate con-
goodoess of God,—but especially his having brought: catenation of phrases, which is sometimes called ¢lo-

Olice or warning, so that if Gedshould see fit to]

Ridst of your pursuits and expectations, you,
i

you by his grace, out of a state of darkness and ruin,!
and made youto ta te of his pardoning love—when
you seriously reflect upon all this,~—if you have made
any growth in grace, your soul will overflow with
thankfulness and love, and will constrain you to give
utterance to your feelings in language such as this—
“ When all thy mercies, O my God,
My rising soul surveys—-
Transporied with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and praise.”

M.

From the British Critic.
COMPARATIVE EXCELLENCE OF EXTEMPORE AND WRITTEN
DISCOURSES — concluded.

A long chapler might be written upon the state cf;
preaching in this country at this day. But we have
only room for a few words. At no period, probably,
has the Church of England possessed a larger propors
tion of sound, good and effective preachers; but we
confess that of the pulpit eloquence which is most po-
pular, at least in towns, our opinion is very low. It
is a thing sui generis,—it constitutes a peculiar style.
ft is lik~ the miserable thing which we sometimes see

quence, in which you have the smallest possible quan«
tity of common sense, enveloped in the greatest mul.
titude of equivocal words.’
In truth, if the distinctive feature of the favorite
style could be expressed in ore word, that one word
should be amplification. We do not mean the ampk-
fication like that of Barrow, or Jeremy Taylor, which
consists in the multitude of ideas and ingenious i!lus-
trations arizing from the sfuent fertility of an exu~
berant fancy; but the mere amplification of words snd
sounds. Thus, the great size of a thing iz, ¢ the gi-
gantic amplitude of its colossal dimensivns;’ and tte
whole race of the Tudor family of vords, —if we may
borrow an execrable pun,—such as amplitude, sltis
itude, plenitude, latitude,—and well might we add,
‘platitude, is in espec’al request, together with all o-
thers which are grandloquent and polysyllabic,
puffing themselves out like the frog in the fable.
These faults, we conceive, are inevitably aggrava«
ted by the custom of extemporancous p:eaching,
which we have already examined. When s clergy~
man preaches without notes, or principally if not en
tirely at the inspiration of the inoment, t6 follow up a
logical argument, or to do justice to uny particular
subject of doctiine or olligation, becomes a tetk ¢f

in the streets,—a boy, or girl, gaudy with worn tinsel,!
tricked out in a smart dress unusually extravagant,’
and walking upon stilis. Thereis no simplicity in it,'
ro nature, no depth ; lit'le or nothing but a flood of
confused metaphors and bombastie exaggerations. It
proceeds upon fundamentally wrong principles, fosters
ed by the publications whose business it is to print
week afier week, the tumid and declamatory rant,!
which passes, we fear, with too many for the climax|
of sublimity. For the taste of the bearers is still, per~l
haps, generally bad, because the education of the lower|
division of the middle rauks is still lamentably defici-:
ent in masculine and solid instruction. Qur criterion!
is, that preachers who are most followed and extolled,.
when they step into any other walk of composition,
or address themselves to the ear of genernl readers,
become notoriously the laughing-stock of the nation.'
We must smile and sigh at the same moment, to be-'
hold a score of ministers of the Gospel spinning out
to a far more inordinate length the gorgeous amplifi-|
cations of Dr. Chalmers ; or fantastically gay in the'
cast-off finery of Mr. Melvill. We spprehend, in-
deed, that the tendency of pulpit eloquence is row, !
mote than ever— although it cannot last—to florid de-
clamation, and the clap-traps of a falsestyle. Whe. !
ther it be, that in an age when setious persons debar’
themselves—aud perhaps mo:t wisely —({rom otler!
and more worldly kinds of excitalion, they sometimes
go to a sermon, as to asort of religious entertain-
ment ;—or whether it be, as has been sometimes in
sinuated, that the female part of the assemLly forms a/
much larger propotticn te the whole thau in any other
mectings, which it is the business of the publ.c speak-
er (o address;--certain, however, it is, that the preach-'
er who is lavish of ornaments, or softens into patbetic;
tenderness, or melts and flares by turns, or scatters‘
flowers with an onsparing hand, is tolerably sure (o
carry away the suffrages of the majority of bis audi-
ence. Here, therefore, is a verysore and perilous’
‘emjtation, against which a young and aspiring man
ueeds, most paiticularly, to be put upon his gunard.

’

uscd to exp'ain the matter, but that the matter has

been dragged formard to introduce (hg words.
best style, as Coleridge has remarked in speakirg of
iSouthey, is that which forces us to think ‘oftlxe sub-
Jjeet, without paying attention fo the Pa““’“l?r phra-
‘ses in which it is clothed. The true excelience of
'style is to make us feel that words are al?s,orbed. in
and to leave upon the miad a strong imj ression

:lhings H
of the sense and tenor of reasoning

/inhales the gladsome breath of human existe;

—tho

ad Parnassum.

lar sermon, which shoyl
by a Ledy of Quality.’
ous compounds about ¢the melodjes of the etherr
1and ‘the barp-notes of the an
;shorle.st word ought to he ¢jn
The modern eloquence of the pulpit too often cons haps, indecd, it might begin,
veys the impression, not that the words have been the appar v
QOd may te considered a supere

T'he Dis stupendous majestics.
the pl
on its undecypherable characters ; or whether he looks o
broad over the magnificent equipments and resalities of
nature, surveying M8 amplitudcs in '
its unfathomabilities in all t}
stop ; for we may be treading on almost saere
although a school-girl might make such a germ
, rather than a big-'pede in unoy’ and the style is really not go di

ken atd piecemeal recollecticn of particular exp: cs. [{he helpof a dictionary.

peculiar difficulty,which only the highest minds can
overcome. Theobvious resource, therefore,is to run
into general declamation ; to slip more and more,—
uncousciously, perhaps, and by almo t imperceptibla
degrees, —into an eternal iteration of the same ileas,
and the same phrases. Then comes, as we have al-
ready said, the addition of a turgid swelling Lind of
eloquence, which seems to increase upon us day by
day; while allits dralts upon applause and populari-
ty are duly honored. We mean the measureless ex-
pausion of a few obvious and almo-t threadbear no-
tions. A single example may explain our meaning.
A writer, or speaker, with a bald and common style
might say, ¢ No man ever thought so.® But observe
the process of indefinite circumlocution.  First it is,
¢ no man alive;’ then, “ no human being under hea-
ven;’ then, ¢ no human being who lives snd bresthes
under the canopy of the skies;’ then, ¢ no sentient,
intelligent, ratiopal, accountable immoital beirg, who
ice’—or,
perhaps, ¢ who plods his weary way threugh this Low-
ling wilderness of earth, under the sz re vault of the
empyreal canopy’—so on ¢ ad infinitum.” In the s2me
way, © bas ever thought so,’ comes out as, * Las ever
enteitained the shadow of such an imagination in tre
caverned chambers and cu:tained recesses of Lis in-
most mind.”  But, really, our specimen is Very poor.
We are mere tvros in tke art. The adep's thems:lves
se magnificent gold-beaters of language —wonld
bammer out the theught to a far more glittering and
jrodigious lergth.  For practice makes peifect and
appear almost to spin sentences by a receipt;like unfortu-
nate boys at schools, who, when they are at loss for ideas
eke out their Latin verses by culling a very liberal w reath
of synonyms, and phrases, and epithets,from the Gradus
In fact, we might almost produce a specimen of a popu-
d be a fit companion to ¢ Ferses
It ought to contain some melliflu-
egions,’
aelic squadions;’ and its
comprehensibility.” Per-
¢ The incomprehensibility of
atus developed in the machinery of a cireation-
minent maniiestation of
Whether a man stands epen
atform of Lis own mind, and ponders FCi'uii:)izinlgly

X all their scope, an:d
ieir profundity,” &c.  But we
d ground,
on, ‘stans
ficult, with



