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almost instadtaneotisly her irnflience, or {6
sympathize at once with any 'chargé 'nf
politics, trade, or religion that affects 'ier.
Great Britain is'the ‘mother of our nation-
ality,the author of ourlaws, the champion‘of
our religious freedomi. Why should-not wé
as a young nation’ bécome, as it -weére,
acquainted ~ with the history of:out -own
faniily, and' go for lessons of wisdoi and
prudeice to the experience of our parent.

The-study of British history is therefore
necessaty'to proper sentiments of loyalty.
Loyaltyis not 2 blind fanaticism, revelling
in ignorance. It i intélligent-—the per
sonification of that synipathizing,forbearing,
and self-sacrificing love of country'and na-
tiodality, which has ever animated the truly
great. We will find in the history of every
nition, noble, grand examples of Love of
Country, exhibited by eminent deeds of
valor. But in no other nation, has there
ever been such earnest contest, yea, aliiost
bitter strife for the prineiples of trite liberty;
between' opposing: factions. and parties,—
succeeded by such united and unswerving
loyalty in time of national danger, as in the
British Islands.

‘With a kindred: sentiment,and with-equal
boldness has our Protestintism been built
‘up, and sealed with the blood- of coura-
geous and self-denying men ; while in feel-
ing like-to religious loyalty, if we may so
call it, the British nation has since borne
allegiance to it. May she ever do ‘80, and
with her colonies, continue-to be not only
an adherent to, but the protectress of-reli-
gious liberty throughout the world.

Not only is English History necessary to
us, that we may rightly understand our own
past, and fully appreciate the course of pre-
sent events in Canada.; but is a great
asgsistant to us in the study and use of
the English language. Our daily conver-
sation reminds us of this fact. For instance,
in speaking of any of the sects religious or
otherwise, by which English society has
been disturbed, the very name will in its

derivation t&ll us of some circum§tance te-
‘garding the orign or esteem of such sect, or

of the state of -piiblic opinion at its rise.
The name of the différérit’ articles of com-
rierce wiil often suggéstto us- some impor-
tant-or interesting fact'in the trade of Eiig-
land. ‘While several other classes’of words
refer us-to the effects of the invasion and
otcupation of Britain by'vatious races, orto
the time of revolutions wnich have either
left their ‘mark upon the history of the
country, or tell the fate-of some madman’s
attempt to disturb ‘society and the country.
Looking thus at! the connection of British
Histoty-with out laws, politics, religion and
language;we perceive at once its-importance
in an English polite, or professionai educa-
tion, and-the relatively distinguished place
it should occupy in the curricula of our
college$ and higher schools.

But here the question proposes itself: Is
due prominence given to this study in our
Public Schools—the nurseries of our col-
leges, in fact the only college the majority
of our-people have the opportunity of atten-
ding ?

Many readers of the TErACHER can
doubtless remember when the merest ele-
ments of 2 primary education were all the
scholarship that the Public School afforded,
and when time was esteemed as good as
wasted, if employed upon anything-not im-
mediafely relating to the acquisition of the
old Halifax currency, and indeed, it is only
comparatively lately that any considerable
prominence has been given to the study of
English history in these schools. For
although it was distinctly mentioned in the
programme of studies for * Common
Schools,” as presented by the Council of
Public Instruction, yet the want of proper
text-books, together with a limited or irre-
gular attendance of pupils, as well as other
and even insignificant reasons were allowed
to militate sgainst every considsration in
favor of a worthy knowledge of this eminent
branch of a sound education, being acquired:
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